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itiatives, already parallel furrows are nearing each
other, already points of convergence Joom on the
borizon. One  Ekegins (o almost see 1lhe moment
when: these common tcndencies will group together, and
fuse into a harmonious and potent synthesis, It is
highly desirable for the good of France, for tha general
future of Catholicism, that th's work should be real-
ised, that this * genius of Christianity,’ fitted 10 the
needs of our time, should find an  author of sirong
thought, deep learning, and adequate talent to write
it. Then anticlericalism will be a 1hing of the past.

(Another interestinpg article by his Grace the Arch-
bishop of Wellingbon will appear in our next jssuc.—
Ed. "N.Z.T.n

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

g

AN INQUIRER'S DIFFICULTIES

The following further re‘licg aye given {o the in-
quities  of a non-Catholic friend (* Enlightenment %y,
They will probably alto be found to be of interest lo Lhe
general  reader —

VI

*Was Purgatory confirmud in the Council pf
in 1563 7

The Council of ‘Frent, and, before it, the Council of
Florence, defintd that ‘there is a Purgatory, and (hat
the souls detained there are helied by the prayers  of
the faithful and, abo.ve all, by the acceplabie sacrifice of
the altar.’ PFurther than 1lus the defined doctrine of the
Church does not go. The doctrine of 2 middle stale of
purificatibn s  sufficiently implied in the general princi-
~les  of the Holy Compare, for instance,

Trent

Scriptures.
the principles enunciated in 1. John, i1, 23 ; Hebrews,
X, 6, 107 xii, 14 Philippiars, i, 6. Some find a refer-
ence to Purgatory in Matthew, xu, 33, v. 26, and 1
Corinthians, i, 10.  "Fhe belief in Purgalory is very
clearly set forth bv Clement of Alexandria (* Strom °.
vi, 145 v, 18 vii, 6) ; and in Lhe genuine and confem-
porary Acis of St Perpetua, mariyr (at the dawn of
the third centurv, in the yvear 303).  Moreover, the beliel
in Purzatory s bound u» with  the practice of praying
for 1he dead, whicth t(h» Catholic inherited from 1he
Jewish Church.  The Jewish belief is clearly  indicated
in II. Maccabees, xii, 12 s,y. The early Christian habit
of praving for the dead is top well hnown (o tequire
iflustration here. It was, for mstance, mentioned as a
matier of course by the sery firsi Chrisiian who has
teft Latin writings (Tertullian, * De Coron.’, 3) And
the beautitul prayers 1ot the dead 1 use in the eariy
liturgies  antl in the (atacombs are sufficiently known,
Many Prolestants pray for the dead. Flere is zn  ex-
tract from the Rev. Verron Staley's ' Manual ' for Angli-
cans (pp. 2i2-13) :—

"It Is wmuite rieht t5 rrav for the departed, if we
have a good hone 1hat they gied in God’s faver. . ., If
we remember  that thev ate still in g Place of waiting,
it 4s patural to pray for them. The Jews regularly
used such pravers ip their public services, and our Lord,
who attended those services, mmnsi bave often joined in
them. Ile nowhere rebuked ihe practice. In St. Paul’s
words—" The TLord grant unte him that he may find
mercy of (e Lord in ihat day " (1. Tim., i, 18, com-
Pare with verse 16)—we haie ap example of vrayer for
the departed. *The contexl seems to show that ~ Onesi-
Phorus was dead when &1, Paul wrote these words.’

We may here state that De Wette, Huther, angd olher
Protestant commentators lean to 1his interpretation,
which s accented by Deellinger in his ¢ First Are of the
Church,' p. 251y, The Rei. Vernon Stalev conclhirdeyd hig
article by establishin-, by reference 1o the writings of
St. Augustine and the early Liturgies, 1he  ecustom  of

praying for ihe dead that has always existed in {he
Church.

VI, -

' Was the Bible forbidden to the laity by the Councit
of Teulpuse in 1239 7 °

.. The use of the Bikle wag never forbidden to  the
laity either by the Councit of Toulouse, or by any other
Corn-il, or by any Pope. The Church never al any
period of her existerce forhade the use of the Bible
either to the clergy or ihe laity. But she always  did
prohibit ihe abuse of the Bihle. And 1he prohibition
of abuse is obviously a very diffe-ent thing from  the
prohibition of richt use. According to (ziholic teach-
ing (and much Protestant teaching as welly it is (1) not
recessary for all Christians to read the Bible. Whole na-
t10:1§, as Trenaens remarks (iii, 4, 2), were converted angd
received ihe faith without being even able to read. Ang

(2) thewe are, as eoveryone knows, parts of the Bible
that are unsuited {o the "young, and parts which °* the
unlearned and the unsiable’ may, a& the Apostie . says,
*wrest to their own destruction’. The two principles
set forth above are fixed, evident, and invariablcl‘ and are
accepted by the overwhelming majority of all Christian
people.  For the wrometion of faith and piety, Catholies
have ever been cxhorted 1o read the Bible. The Stan-
dard Catholic version is the Vulgate. Thete has never
at any time been any restriction placed upon the read-
ing of the Vulgate by the Church or any Pope or Coun-
¢il. On the conirary, the devout reading of it was ever
sirongly commended.” Ard be it noted that in the middle
ages (including the period of the Council of Toulouse)
every one who was ahle to read was able, as a matter of
course, to read the Latin Vulgate. A closer supervision
was naturally requited for versions in the vulgar tongue
that were made by private persons, and not {as the Po-
lish and many oiher iranslations) by the command, or
under the approval of, the Fope or other competent
ecclesiastical authority., A similar supervision is exer-
cised in regard to the versipns of 4ihe Seripture that
are permitbed in Protestant Churches, Oniy certain ver-
sions are allowed to be used, and in Great Britaip
no one may print or publish the Autlorised Ver-
sion without a license from 1he Crown. Ten years
after his break with Rome, apd while his phase of
the Reformation was in iyl swing, a sialute of Henry
VIIL. (Henry VIII., 3t, 35, c¢. 1) contaiged this pro-
¥iso : * The Bible shall not be read in English in any
church. No women or artificers, prentices, journey-
men, Serving-men of the degree of yeomen or uirder,
husbanimen " or laborers, shall read = the New Testa-
ment in ¥nplish.’ And  Luther anathematised 1ihe
Zwinglian tramsiation, Zwipglius the Lutheran, Molin-
aeus condemned Calvin's and Bera's, aud Tyndale's
scandalously  cotrupt transiation was condemned by
inplish reformers and in due course its use was for-
bidden in {he liturgy of the Anglican Church.

As the divinely appointed guardian and expounder
of the Sacred Writings, it is the duty of the Catho-
lic Church 1o protect apainst error or abuse those who

would wresl, the Scriptures to  their own
destruction. fler attitude with regard to  Bible-read-
ing in the Vulgate or official version  has never
varied. It has always been onc of warm commenda-

tion. Her discipline ~ has varied with regard {0 Lhe
Py ular readime of Scriptures in ihe vilgar tongue.
No prohibition of anvy kind was ever issued against it
unlil certain dangers of the middle ages made legisla-~
tion in the mattier urgenily necessary.  That  danger
was created by the wild fapaties hnown as ithe Albi-
genses, who spread amonr  the Tatthful in the province
of Toulouse 2 new French version of the Scriptures,
packed with corrurt and fanatical interpretations and
appeals. To remedy 1his exceptional discase, the Coun-
eil of Toulouse, in 13229, adopted an exceptivnal re-
medy. It did not go the lencth  of the Reformer
Henry VIII., and totally prohibit the use of the Bible
in the vulgar tonmuc to 1le vast body of the peo-
ple. On 1he contrary, it left them the Vulgate, which
every reader of the dav could understand. It did not
even totallv prohibit the wuse of the proper  Krench ver-
sions to the laity ; for it specifically permilled and
encourazed the use of the psalms. This was a tempor-
ary legislation to meet an exceedingly grave and despe-
rate situation. Various changes have taken place since
then in the discipline of the Church wiih regard to ver-
sions in the vulgar longue, of which an enormous num-
ber of capjes were issued under Cathotic auspices in ihe
short period that ensued hetween the inveniion of print-
ing and the religious revolution known as the Reiorma-
tion. A prudent amd loving father,” says Brownson,
‘ forbids his child who has a morhid appetite or a siekly
consiitution. to eat of a certain kind of food excent
under the dircction of the family physician, lest the
child should be injured by it. Can you therefore say
ithat he prolubits the use of that kind of ifood ? Cer.
1ainly not. All you can say is, that whila he concedes
ihe use, he takes precautions apainst the abuse.’ Popes
Gregory XHI., Clement VIII., Pius IV, Pius V., Six-
tus V., Gremory XIV., Pius VI., Pius VIIL, Gregory
XVI., Pius 1X., Leo XIII., and thea present reigning Pon-
tiff, Pius X., have all warmly encourared the circulation
and reading of approved versions of 1he Seriptures in
ithe language of the peo-le. And to-day the Catholic
Church is the last bulwark of the Bible,

{Conclusion in next issue.)

Hast sorrow (hy young days shaded ?

Or hast thou a cold in thy head 7

Thy tousils, are they out 61 order ?

Thy nose, is the tip of it red 7

If these be thy symptoms ,I charge thee,

All nostrums inferior abjure :

There is but one remedy for thee,

And that’s WOODS’ GREAT PEPPERMINT CURE,

GEO. T. WHITE
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