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AFRICA—The Congo Free State -

- A Home paper states that~ a -convention has been
signed between the Vatican and the Congo Free State
‘with the omject of regulabing the stalus of Catholic
missions in the Congo. M

BELGIUM-—The New Parliament

The late Belfian Chamber was composed of
Catholies, 43 Liberals, 28 Socialists,

93
and one Chris-

tian Demaocrat. The wew. Chamber, hag 89 Catholics,
47 Liberals, 28 Socialisls, and one Christian Dembo-
crat. .

The Recent Elections -

Whilst in nearly every other country (says ihe
* Catholic Times ') where parliaments have to appeal
1o the people Ministers and Cabinets are changed, Bel-
gium remains faithful 1o ihe Catholic leaders who forms
its Government. Truc, ihe Liberals gained four seals
from " the Catholics at the elections, but it must bhe
remembered that the_ Caihglics, who still have a .ma-
jority of twelve, have heen in power for an iltthroken-
period of twenty-two years, and thal wat each elec-
tion the tendency Lnown-as wie swing of ‘the pendu-
lam is unfavorable to the Government. - The -Catho-
lics must, therelore, have very sirongly entrenched
themselves to be able 1o resist all atfacks for close
upon a gquarter of a ecentury. They have in fact done
50 by meeting the wishes of the people for progres-
sive measures. Belgium - is probably = the best-gov-
erned country in the world. Tt continves to increasse
in populadion and wealth, and all iis legislation is
framed in a progressive spirit. We do not thimk,
therefore, that the Catholics need seriously fear the
defeat which the Liberals threaten to inflict on them
in 1808. The Belgian electors are shrewd, appreciate a
good administration, and have mo anxiety 1o ‘take the
risk of getting a bad one.

ENGLAND—Golden Jubilee

The Training College of Noi-e Dame, Mount Plegs-
ant, Liverpool, founded in 1856, kepi recently its 50th
birthday. It was 1he first, and for many years the
only, institution of the Lind open {0 (Yatholic school-
mistresses, and it has sent, during its existence of
hali a century, over 2500 teachers into the elemen-
tary schools of Great Britain. The Congregation of the
Sisters of Noire Dame, was founded by the humble
Julie Billiart, the decree of whose Bealification was
solemnly pronounced at St. Peter's om May 13. It now
Possesses 114 houses, 18 of which are in England, In
Liverpool alone the Sislers have under their charge 20
elementary schools, besides secondary schools both in
the north and south end of the eity.

A Good Example

Nothing (says the ' Catholic Times ) coyld- be more
amusing or_insiruetive than the manner in which the
press of England has calmed down uver the conversion
of Queen Ena, who is mow declared to be a noted
Englishwoman andi the hope of Spain. The * Times '’
somewhat tones its expression of delight, however, by re=
minding hker {hat, as she has left * the Chu-ch of her
ancesiors,” it would be as well, if over she Teturns
lo England as (ueen of Srain,  ‘not to . make tog |
vslentatious a displa% of her “religion.’ Shades of De-
lane ! Does the * Times ' really imagine that the
Queen of Spain will deviale by a firaction from  the
ellquette usually observed by exalted personages, or
smother her Faith to please the Cliffords of this
country 7 The religious sincerity of the Queen, which
has  been manifes? during the ceremonies connected
with the marriage, was admirably illusirated on the
-day ol her departure for Spain. which was Ascension _|
Day. She was up at six o'clock in the moerning in
order to hear Mass and receive Holy Communion at
the Carmelite Church at Kensington, .hefore starting -
ov her journey, whereby Ifer Royal Highness set 3
good example to those Catholics who neglect this sgl-
emn' duty hefore undertaking a ,voyage.

The Bducation Bill SR
startling” -

The London ‘‘Tablet ' mive some rather
figures as showing the effec, which will he .produced;
upon Catholic schools in England™ if the FEduca-"

tiom Bill in its present form receives ihe sanction of
Parliament. If..appears that in the rural areas there.;:.-
are 243 schools now in Catholic hands; from which,
under the new staie of things, Catholic teaching would
be en_t1re1y excluded. 7As repards urban districts the
situation is more seripus stili, despite the provisiofis -
of Clause 4, which, we are told, have been specially —
desipned to meet the case of the Catholics end the
Jews in these centres, The clause lays it down that

wherever four-fifths of {hc parenls of children attend-
ing a school in any urban.area demand .specific denoin-
inational teaching, the- local authority .may, afford
-facilities to .have such teaching. given~ But the "Tabiet’
boints out thal owing. to circumstances, over which
the Catholic managers.have no control, many of the
~Catholic schools¥have .more than twenty yer cent. »of
' Protestant’ children in atlendance, and so ipso- .facto
are shut —oub Irom ihe operalion of the extended
facilities clause. In 1he Diccese of~ Westminster there
are 25 such. schoold, in #oulthwa-k there are - 36,-in
Birmingham at least-48%, in Hexham 16, 'in Leeds<27,
in Middlesbro’ 2, in Nottingham 2, in Plymduily 9,
in Shrewsbury 10, in Portsmouth about 15. Alto-
. gether the * Tablet.’ cafculites that taking the Bill as
it stands, and even assuming .Clause 4 ‘1o be made
““compuigory om the local authoritics, instead of per-
missive; as 'at present, the Catbolivs sland to lose
nearly hali” their schools. S T -
"FRANCE—Pensions to Ecclesiastics

The demands made to the French Ministry of Pub-
“lic Worship for the ren.lons to ecclesiasties provided
" for by the Separalion Law number in ihe case of the
Catholic ecclesiastics 11,480 out of a tlotal of 13,005.
. A Prize~Winner
. According  to a dispatch of May 17, from Paris,
the - Stanislaus Julien prize of 1500 franes, ‘offered for
the best work dealing with China and Japan, has
been awarded by ihe French - Academy of Inscriptions
and Belles-Lettres to the Rev. Fmile Raguet, of the
Paris Society of Foreign Missions. Father Raguet . is
*doing mission work at Nagasaki, Japan.

GERMANY—Working in Harmony

The German Centre works in harmony wilh many
Evangelical Proteslants, and at a banguet given hy the
Centre Party the other day the toast of ‘ The Evange-
lical Guests ' was proposed by Herr Fehrenbach, leader
of the Cenire members at the Baden Landtag, and was
responded to by Count Bernstiorli, a Lutheran.'

ROME—Beatification

The Beatification of -the sixteen Carmelite Sisters of
Compiegne who were martyred during the French Revo-
lution, being decapitated on  July 17, ~1794, at Paris,
took place recently al the Valican amidsi most solerin
ceremonies,

The Arish College .

For some time past {writes o Rome correspondent)
the Ifish College has developed al a gapick and sleady
pace into gme of lhe foremost centres In the  Eternal

City. Under a rector with a national repulation like
the Very Rev. Dr. O'Riordan—now petiectly recovered

from his illness of the late winter—il is most fit-
tingly to reach a further development still. A col-
dege journal is te appear in June, as the organ of the

Oliver Plunket Literary amd DabatinF Society, which has
been a principal focus of intellectual life for the college.
The ' Seven Hills '—this is the designalion chosen, sim-
ply enough and rightly also, for the pew publication. 11
will publish the papers read before the society, and an
account of the proceedings ;. and as strangers are fre-
quently invited to deliver Tectures on speclal subjects,
very interesting papers and renoris may ke experted.
Besides these features, the ‘‘Seven Hills ' wil! zlst have
literaty reviews and notices, and ihat 1he Very Rev. Dr.
O'Riordan is a contributor of these io ihe first, numher
. is a high and sufficient rccommendation. Among the
cont-ibutors of articles to the same number will bhe
sardinal Moram, Archbishop of Sydney . Rev. . Dr. P, C.
Yorke, of .San Franeisco: the Rev, Réginald Walsh,
O.P,, Master of Studies at San Clemente ; the Rev,
Professor  Bonajuti, :Fditor of the * La Rivisba ' and
others, A biography of his Holiness will be given.

SCOTLAND—Golden Jubilee

.. Mother Abbess,of'. the Poor Clares Convent, Libtrbon ~
Edinbisrgh, recently -celebrated her golden jukilee. The
revered-reliriolis is a.member of the. Clifiord _family;
Earnham, and-is relaled to many of the oldest smembers
of. -the~English nobilily, including the Duke-of Norfolk."
‘The Buté Family S e Tl e sl
.. The name given the youngest member of 1he Bute
,family is -Mary Crichton Stuart. ~The baptismal cere-
‘mony was performed. by Archbishop -Spuith, assistéd by
Father John Gray. ., . . e - -
Death of a 'Promlnet_l_!: Catholic—

.+ By the death of. Mr. William Mackintosh, of Oxford
. street, Edinburgh, the Catholic community of the Scot-
ish ‘capital has lost one of its oldesl and most resped-
ted citizens.. Mr. Mackintosh, wFo was in-his  74th
year, became a conver{ to the Faith more than fifty
years. ago,-and immcdiately afterwards devoted himself
- eagerly and energetically in Rdinburgh for many years

Lo
L

to lay work in conneciion with the S4. Vincent de Paul

— -

EA.'I_‘H & co oasﬁ;.r; si:_mm. c;ﬁnléibnuggai

l;;uhiomb!e

Drapers, Millineds, and Costumiers,



