
cially the mission yields'50,080 dollars, not including5000 handedback to the sufferers from the Californianearthquake. - '

Sunday Closing'
Mr. Sloan's Bill for extending Sunday closing.to thefive exempted cities and the compulsory *closing dflicea-scd premises at nine o'clock on Saturday,-evenings wascarried in"the House of Commons by a Majority of f94,

and referred to'the .Committee on Trade .by- a.majority
of 180. The measure, therefore, stands a'fair chance of
becoming law

'
this session. In-the-debate-w-hich tookplace on theBill the members.for Dublin and Cork, whospoke, opposed the second reading " but it was suppor-ted by many members of the Nationalist Party and- byall the Unionistmembers. This division (says the 'Free-man's Journal') opinion 'iairly reflects tneTrtt&licmind upon the subject. There is no doubt anywhere ofthe beneficial effects of Sunday olosing outside the ex-empted cities. That system was established with thegeneral assent of Irish opinion, and with the-support ofthe majority of the Home Rulers.

The Laborers' Bill
The attitude which the Irish.Party adopted towardsthe Laborers Bill introducednyMr. W,yndham-two years

ago was triumphantly vindicated (says_the * Irish Week-ly ) when Mr. Bryce brought in a Bill which in everyrespect was in remarkable contrast with the measurewhich the Irish Party declined to accept. Mr Bryce'sBill concedes the three points demanded by the' Nation-alist members. First, that the laborers'should have thesame financial terms-as the tenant-farmers: secondlythat the laborers, like the farmers, should received abonus or Exchequer grant ; and -thirdly, that the pro-cedure should be cheapened, shortened, and simplifiedThe financial provisions include a loan of four millionsana" a quarter, repayable in" sixty-nine years inannual in-stalments of £138,000, the interest be.rig 3* p^r centinstead of 4*. 'The Exchequer is- to give an aiuiuai|rAnnnS f 000 a,^r,and the rents will yield Soulf?I'K-Q
GS
r
e W"b0drawn from Irish «>u«*s aboutSK' f\u year;- ThIse sums will» ** « calculated, per-mit of the erection of another 30,000 cottages, and theannual net cost to the rates will be only about oneKp^aT^rdoO01 6Vett the tOtJ C° ft be^°

Police Methods
("Ji+ m.v a* nhe d îtted °y anyone who knows Dublin£?£! IA Constable 'in the'Irish Independent ') thatcrime of all classes is decreasing year by year Not--Tilv on

afh.ng thiS S?me °,fficers oF P°lice P°u"ce occasion-ally on the sergeants and constables under them for anexplanation why the number qf prosecutions by summonssuDA°nt^dPt
t
UP

h
t6 CorresP°nfii*S Periods. sWeTSesupe.intendants have gone so- far as to bring a numbero constables to tor offices and warn them thataftheySf«?S g cases they wouldbe represented to tntfxX

SrH- T^Se th^ts have caused some of the men to re-SSAvthfr POSl\ons as shaky,-wilh the result fiat thtsafety of the subject is endangered, and people are sum!moned for most trivial offences. The office?s who X-front their subordinates and ask them, one by one onparade how many summonses they have for JflSffl aSendangering the liberty of the people, particularly
who doP,°Lrr g and indisc.r€et constables. No 7min

show.a large return of prosecutions and the-Sllic wh

Oxford is about to confer an.-:honorary degreW onaCatholics priest,.Mgr. Duchosne, a French ecclesiasticof scholarly repute. '� '-. ■
.r.r

.
One of tfie prelates who met the King of' Spain

and his bride at the entrance^ to the Church'-of "SanGeronimo was Bishopißr-inrile,. of Nottingham, whoas-sisted, at the reception of Princess Ena intothe-Church. . ~.l_~
The King, of Portugal is an enthusiastic amateurIt will be remembered -thai several of his- pictures received awards at the recent InternationalExposition in Paris, and each year he finishes ariiiim-ber of water-colors, pastels, and pen-and-ink' drawings.
The conclusion of Mr.' Davitt's will-is the-tfeauiii-ful manifesto of a' noble nature .— '

To all my friendsIleave kind- thoughts; to my enemies the fullest possi-ble -forgiveness; and to 'Ireland -the undying prayerfor the absolute freedom and independence-which it ismy life's ambition to try.and obtain for her.'
Jan Kubelik's fust ambition was not to make aname as a musician, but as an explorer.-. Hearingmuch of Dr. Livingstone as a child, he was. firedwith a desire to emulate that great -man, but "longbefore he was out of-tlie stage he-showed much marvellous talents with- the :violin thatalife of -travel was out of the question for him.

-The sobriquet '» Father of His Cfeuntrv ' was *rst'applied to Marius, the Roman officer who, B. C. 102and 101, won signal victories over the northern bar-barians. Marius declined the honor, but the ,-namewas aftyarwa-ds given to Cicero, v then to severalmore or less worthy Roman emperors, and finally toWashington, who his eriemies was also termed theStepfather of His Country.'
Queen Amelie of Portugal is the only Royal ladydoctor in the world, i.e., the only Queen who is adoctor by merit, for many Royal ladies have receivedthe degree of.doctor of one sort or another as acourtesy title. Queen Amelie, however; went thronaha thorough course of medical training, and on morethan one occasion, when waii ing in Lisbon, she hasbeen abJe to render medical aid in' street accidents'.
The month of May, whose last day had wit-nessed the death of Michael Davitt, is fraught withmournful memories to Irish patriots. In May, 1798,Lord Edward Fitzgerald died in a dungeon fromwounds he had sustained .in resisting arrest on .acharge of high treason..In May, 1547,- O'Connell.diedio" r

pa when on his wav- to Ram©; and in May,1879, Isaac Butt died at Roebuck Lodge, Clonskeagh,his -end resembling, not the dying ligiit-of the sunsetbut the blackness of the eclipse. "

The children oi the Earl of Aberdeenhave allbeenbrought up. to be At one .time a furnished1

cottage was placed at the disposal of Lady Marjoriethe Viceroy s daughter, who was expected to keep ittidy, and even lay the fires and scrub the floorsThe cottage stood' in a small garden which was cul-tivated by his Excellency's sons, one of whose hob-bies was the growing of fruit.and vegetables.
Mr. Hugh .Tames O'Beirne/ C.8., an old BeaumontCollege boy,_ wfio, as First Secretary of the BritishEmbassy in Paris since 1900, has won high'praiseforhis abilities, has_becn-

included in the list ot import-ant diplomatic-promotions to no less a post thanthat of Councillor of his- Majesty's Embassy at St.Petersburg.^ Mr. O'Behmc's' presentationvof.;tfee\ Brli££ n £ a
u
c m thii aSa^Js.of the Russian Admiral and theHull fishermen was widely remarked upon, ana opened aprospect of early advancement.

' a
S*r -Hubert Jerningham, who has> been travellinground -the world with his nephew, .Mr. EdmohstouheCranstoun of Coiehouse, has just arrived^ home:,A-ccompanied by the Earl of Leitrim, they"visited PortArthur and' the battlefields of MawJri^bSn* t8fi.rs* Brl*ish who haye -received the permissionof the Japanese authorities to -do*so>since-'tlie Con-clusion! oi the war Sir Hubert, whc is^ a -scion of-

thei..old 'Gathohc.noble house of Stafford, is<- ~Bacne-a-tntf^^rt of-^rance and "-a* axtfomphWman of. fetters besides being -an exKlipltfmatist of'■fSS^^ distinction..- He has held several importantappdintmenfs, the last being the Governorship ofTrini-'n& whlc\ reasons of health obliged him-rto- resign.The present Governor ok Trinidad is"also a CatholiSCrtle^Oxt d
' br° ther ° f the Rfector oi **«*&
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