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Council. The harm done o the. country. in- that period
was incaletilable, and ils- -dire, results are too apparent.
The interests of ihe national defence were totally neg-
lected—nay, gravely imperilled—at - the very time which
urged the concentrafion of all the national forces on the
eve of a threatemed civil war. Such, gn the testimony
of stern facts, -were the material consequences of that
anticlerical dictatorship ; and gne might well ask how
long it would take such a (jovernment to blot France out
—of the list of nations. Nor was this all : that same
Government wantonly alienated g1l the sympathies‘whjch
earned for Framce-abroad ihe title of a Catholic Power ;
~and she  gradually lost her Protectorale in the East,
wlile even Catholic Alsace was led into closer union
with Germany. Will . the * Third France,’ as she has
been called, the sane and sound Fran-e, never open her
eyes ? Wil she ne.er see how she hzs been deluded,
Plundered, and ruined ? Will she never rid herself of
these narrow fanatics gnd violent upstarts who have sur-
prised her confidence ? -Will she never take thiz excellent
means to splve the élerical question ?

(To be concluded next week.}

'QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

v

AN INQUIRER’S DIFFICULTIES

The following furiher replies are given to {he in-
quiries of a nomCatholic friend (* Enlightenment ).
They will probably be found to be also of interest %o
the general reader :—

Iv.

! Were the seven Sacraments confirmed as an article
of faith in the Councii of Trent in 1547 7'

Reply : The number of Sacraments was defined to he
seven at the Second Council of Lyons, in 1274, at Flor-
ence in 1438, and at Trent (1545-63). This was no'‘new
dogma, for the Church has no power to make,any such,
but only to seb forth and impose dogmas or articles of
faith ‘‘contained in the Word of God, or gt least de
duced from principles so contained, but as vyet not fully
declared and impeged ’. - In the case under consideration
here, the Cathoiie Church merely pave 3 new definition
of a doctrine that wag always held and acted upon with-
i her fold. The definitions of {he Council of Trent in
regard to the Saeraments weres framed to combat the
new and varied theories introduced by Luther and others
during the great relipious revolution of 1he sixteenth
eentury. The Council (sess. xiii, c. 3) defined a Sacra-
ment to be ‘a visible sign of im.jsible grace instituted
for our justification ’. The Sacraments of the New
Law gare seven : Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Pen-

ance, Extreme Unction, Holy Orders, and Matrimony. In

the Caiholic Church, these were always regarded as be-
ing visible or outward signs instituted by Christ for our
sanctification. Haptism ang the Fucharist have from the
very dawn of Christianity heen known by their present
designations. The others were varipusly named pr de-
seribed by various Fathers and writers. Thus St
Cyprian calls Confirmatiom the Lord’s Seal (signaculum
dominicum) and elasses it with Bapiism as a means of
grace (Fip.73), and St. Pacian calls it the Sacrament or
Mystery  of Chrism (De Baptism., 6). But, obviously,
the name is of_ little account, or the definition, seeing
that the thing signified by the name or names has al.
ways been in the Church. Moreover, the Latin word
‘ sacramentum ’ has several other meanings bhesides that
of ¢ Sacrament'. The Latin Fathers used it (and the

Greek  Fathers the corres onding Greek word, ! mys-
terion ?) to sipnify a ¢ mystery ', an ‘oalh’ or ‘obliga~
tion of Christian service,” 3 rite, a ‘sign’ of any kind

that conceals a sacred meaning, and a ' Sacrament’® in
the meaning in  which Catholics apply the word.
specific gnumeration of the Sacraments could not be tar-
Tiod out until the meaning of the word ' sacramentum °
was definitely fixed, or until some other word was foung
as g substitote for it. For this, definition of ferms
was ihe first roquisite. In addition to this, there were
in those early, and early middic ages, no such disputes
regarding the Sacraments, as there were in the days of
the Greek Schism_and of the -Reformation, to
such definitions necessary or urgent. At a time
theology was being  systematised, 1he eminent -divine
Peter Lombard (twelfth century) collected together the
different passages of the Fathers and early writers bear-
ing. upon .the Sacraments and other bhranches of divinity,

ed _thpnﬁ,tga.ve ihem names and definitions, and

0 Wha

! We may call seientific form the olden
faith_of the Church on {among .other things) the matter
now under consideration.

) For systematic theology is a
science ; and the doctrines of faith existed Previously
to it, just as oaks and hoeches and pampas grass existed’

. 1

and were known before bhotanists sorted them out scien-
tifically into.genera and species, and 50 on, .and‘labelled
them with their present scientific' names. Peter Lom-
bad (as an author puts it) * supplied the complete and
correct formula for the doctrine which -the. Church . gl-
ready held. His statement came like a right word
which exactly expresses o man’s meaning, but which he
has long been searching for in vain’, We may here add
that the separated Greek Churches—and even the Rus-
slans—join fully with us in faith in the seven Sacra-
ments, although they went out from the -One Fold be-
fore the list had been defined. Among some of the Re-
formers of the sixteenth century there were profound
divisions as-to the number of the Sacraments.  Most of-
them held but two. But Melancthon and g nurhber of
leading Lutherans stoutly maintained that there

were
three—' Baptism, the Supper, and Ahsolution ' (see
Melancthon's  * Apology ). He ehen found no difficulty

about accepting ¥ioly Urders, and

regarded Confirmatioy
and Extreme Unction as,

‘ ceremonies received by the
Fathers’, but without any express divine promise of
grace. Nowadays, a large and steadily growing hody of
Anglicans accept the seven Sacraments. Here ig the
list as given by the Rev. Vernon Staley in * A Manual
of Instruction” for Members of the Anglican Church ®
(5th cd., 1894, p. 238) © ! The two greater Sacraments
are named : (i.) Holy Baptism, (ii.) the Holy Eucharist.
The five lesser Sacraments are named : (iii.) Confirma-
tion. (iv.} Penance, (v.) Holy Order, (vi.} Holy Matri-
mony, (vii.) Unction’,
v,

*Was the Sucrifice of the Mass confirmegd
Council of Trent in 1563 7 '

Yes. But the belief in the Eucharistic
Sacrifice of the Mass has prevailed in the Church from
the beginning. It is laid ~ down by 3i. Ignatius at the
early dawn of the Christian faith, in the fourth sec-
tion of his letter to the Philadelphians (the edition be-
fo-e us was Iecently issued by Forzani). .St. Ignatius
exhorts the Philadelphians to have one Eucharist and one
altar or place of Sacrifice (thusiasterion). And be it
noted that St. Ignativs wag only one remove from the
Apostles, he having been a disciple of St. Polycarp, whg

in the

clear to be mistaken. And the most ancient liturgies of
East and West are inspired by this dogma of the Sacri
fice of the Mass. Even Luther—although he later on
spoke and wrote with his customary coarseness arainst
the Mass—endeavored in  the beginning of his * yefgrm
to make the people respect it.  In kis * De Captivi-
tate Bahylomiea ’ (1) he was af, pains to point out to
his followers that the Mass was recoghised as a saerifice
by the whole of Chrisiian antiquity.  And in this mat-
ter, as in regard to the Sacraments, the more learned
and devout seetion of Anglicanism is fast returning to
the ancient teaching of Christendom. Im the work of
" the Rev. Vernon Staley, al eady quoted in the last
paragraph, we find the following (n. 247) 7 « The Holy
Eucharist is a Teast upon 2 Saerffice ’ | and (p. 196} -
‘ The Eucharistic Sacrifice is the earthly counterpart of
the heavenly pleading as it is also of the worship of the

“Lamb as 7t had been slajn " Thus the worship of
heaven and earth are one '

(To be continued.)

The Death of Mr. Michael Davitt

As we were informed by eable at the time, Mr. Mi-
away at a private hospital in Dub-

v on the same evening the remaing
were taken 1o the Carmelige Church, Clarendon street.

Many people zre asking (says the * Irish News * wh
Clarendon Street Church was selected for a temporary
resting-place and o celebration of th

: A 2 Yeligipus.ser-
vices pending” the . people in the
crowd who followed the coffin from the

was decided to give Sergeant MCarthy a public fun-
eral, and pending the arrangements for it, his remgins
rested- in  Clarendon’ Street Church. That “circumstance
was_never.forgotten by his fellow priscner-and ¢ ticket-

, of-leave man""and for the time {he Temgips of Michae] -
Davitt rest now Wwihere, under - somewhat Ssimilar condi-
tions, thbse of hig compatriot rested ‘close on 30 - years -
age : .

- X6 was a rémarkable demonstration that oceurred
when the emains of Mr. Davitt where removed ‘from

the Hospital in Mount street to the. chureh im Claren-
_don. Etreet. e :
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