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NEW ZEALAND TABLET

pointed raillery 1he conceited ignoramus whose store of
knowledge was limited to a small cyclopaedia of the
time, then publisbhed 'as far as the _leiter C. "Beyond
that barrier 1the world of science was 10 the know-all, |
of the hreakfast table a blank. i‘An anonymous writer
in the Napier ‘ Daily Telegraph ® has ‘ gone gne bet-
ter '—he has penetrated into the cyclopaedic region as
far as the leiter D. His scanty store of tabloid
knowledge is spread before the Hawke's Bay public in
the interests of another masked lnow-all (now, contro-
versially, dead-meat) who recently declared tUthat, in
the eyes of the * Roman Catholie Church,’ aill manner
of dancing is ‘proximale, occasion 1o morvtal sin.’
The understudy of the man *‘ once behind the scenes’

professes to gquote from St. Augustine and St John
Chrysostom. But this is all a false preience. He
neither quotes from the one nor from the other. He

probably never even saw a page of the writings of
e¢ither. He merely set down the few lines {rom the
article on Dancing ' in so poor an aufhority , on his-
tory and Catholic theology as ¢ Chambers’ FEncyclo-
paedia.” We place the extracis side by side (—
" "Daily Telegraph/’ ¢ { hambers’ Exv yolopaedin,
‘8t. Angustine says: “Itis
better to dig than to dance™;
und, S8t. Cbrysostom snys
dancing came first from the
devil.

'#t. Angustine condemned danc-
ing, teaching that “it is better
to dig than to danca® ; and St
Chrysestom tanght that origin-
ally dancing ceme from the
devil,’

We have only to remark: (1) No references and
no conlext are given. (2) The sort of dancing that
the Fathers of the Church inveighed against is well
deseribed as having come from the devil; but it is
happily unknown t{o decent society in our day. (3) The
very same article in ‘ Chambers’ relers  to the
‘cheoral dances of the early Christians,” and shows

how, on various occasions, the Church declined io con-
demn national and other dances (uol of the modern
ball-toom 1ype) that were carried on with due de-~
COTUnI,

‘ Religion does not censure or exclude

Unnumbered pleasures, harmlessly . pursued.’

And in Catholic, as in .Jewish, days, the solemn
movements of the dance—ihe poetry of motlion as wel]l
as tlhe poetry of words and sounds—have beem time
and again employed in the service of {lim Who gave
us all good 1hings, and in Whom we are told by the
Aposile Lo rejoice and evermofe rejoice.
.

The Anticlerical Hobby

Every dog—and fad~hgs its day.

The

‘ The harder a bad

hobby is ridden ', says Dickens, ' the betler ; for the
sooner it is ridden to death ’'. The anticlerical fad or
Lhobby was for a long period rtidden in Italy at a pace

that, if maintaimed, was sure to Lkill. The appearance
of the grim spectre of anarchist %ocialism in ihe path
led Lo the application of the curb in Italy, as it did in
Germany, and as it probably will in France.  Anticleri-
calism is now vastly eased off in Ttaly, b comparison
with the passionate days of the eighties and the nine-
ties. This decadence oi anticlericalism is, says the
* Civilta Cattolica’ {* Literary Digest's’ iranslation),
* manifested more plainly in_the latier times, and this is
especially the case in the active arema of administrative
and political life, where in former times there was mani-
fested the greatest hostility to any religious influence
whatever. And the {ollowing may be stated as the
causes of the change. The anticlerical agitation which
preceded the unification of Italy has naturally died away
on the completion of that umification, and in public life
a very natural instinet and_feeling have arisen that the
Church and “State should be welded togelher by a sort of
moral cohesion. The anarchistic propaganda of socialism
with its revolutionary and anti-militaristic war-ery have
driven. the well-balanced and pacific minds of the Italians
to band together the conservative forces of the country,
in order to promote a reaction against 1the supversive
tendencies of 1ihese destructive “moiements.  Publie
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opinion has also been aflected by the sight of anticlerical
France ard her decadence; while the progress'of Anglg-
Saxon mnations as well as the prosperity of Catholic
Germany have resulted in dedviring official and lay
Italy irom that miserable bondage under which for more
than a century Iialians were led to believe that they
could not saicly follow their own religious instinets, but
must adopt the extravagant theories of France. Thus
Iialians have recovered the liberty thevy had lost of
showing themselves spontancously devoted as a Catholic
nalion to ihe cause of the Church.’
*

Herein, as in the Jesson of Germany, shines the star
of hope for France. ‘In ihat lodge-ridden and persecuted
land, our brethren of the Waith need to pray, as tiheir
fathers did Iong before,

‘Our foes press on [rom every side,
Thine aid supply, 1hy strengih bestow.’

And the final result for France—as it has heen for the
Fatherlapd—will, we trust, be to furnish a fresh illustra-
tion of tlhe truth of Sir Thomas Browne's adage : ‘ Per-
secution 18 a bad and indirect way te plant religion ’.
Coming Around

When Hudibras

" Abandoned dwelling,
And out he rode a-colonclling ’

he brought, his creed in hig p.ack.Q I{ was

‘ A godly, thorough reformation,
Which always must be carried on,
And still be doing, never done ;
As 1f religion were intended
For nothing else but to be mended.’

The creed of ITudibras was of a Puriian iype. The
' godly, thorough reformalion ' that slamped out the Old
Faith in Enzland  was of a more pichald and etleclic
kind. Pilt once deseribed it as ‘a Calvimslic creed, a
Popish liturgy, and an Arminian clergy.’ In the wmalure
of things, such a combination woiild require a rvast deal
of tinkering—° like an old brass seething-pot or the well-
worn wheels of a yeoman's wain'. And as a matter of
fact, it has, ever since il was first invented, been in ihe
workshop undergoing repairs, replacements, alt-er»a,'tions,
and additions. Cne of the nexi additions 1o he placed by
episcopal authority u-on the official creed and ritual is
the re-introduction of Exireme Unction. This has been
strengly urged by the Bishop of London and his Dipcesan
Conlerence. But 1he ordinance was long ago advocaled
by earnest members of the 1<111g\1ish Church., We find,
for instance, a streng plea for Extreme Unction in * A
Manual of Instruction for Members of the . Anglican
Chureh ', by the Rev. Vernon Staley {published in 1894).
The writer says (p. 271) ihat * the English Church ' came
out of the Reformation with * certain losses which we
need tc repair. Of one of thesec losses—and 1hat a
serious one—we must now  speak, We refer to the
Sacrament of Unclion, or the Ancinting of the Sick ’.
L

The Rev. Mr. Stalcy then continues (pp. 174-6) :
‘ Bishop Forbes writes : ‘" The Unclion of the Sick is
the lost pleiad of the Anglican firmament. One must
at once confess and deplore that a distinetly Seriptural
practice has ceased to be commanded in the Church of
Engtand. It cannot be demied that there has been
practically lost an apostolic practice whercby, in tase of
grievous sickuess, ihe faithful were anointed and prayed
over, for the forgiveness of their sins, and 1o restore
them, if God so willed, or to give them spiritual. sup-
port in their maladies. *Is any sick among you 7 Let
him call for the elders of the Church; and let ‘them

-~ Pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of

the Lord, And the prayer of faith shall save the sick,
and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he Rave com-
mitted sins, they shall bBe forgivem him °." And the
Bishop adds: * Since, however, the Visitation of the
Sick is a private office, and wniformity is required only
in public offices, there is nothing to hinder the revival of

. HUNGRY man smells meat afar "—and the
of * Hondai Lanka Tea " is sweetest of all,

fragrant aroma, I

' 3 -
-uld pack needs muckle cloutin,” but * Hopdai Lanka” Ten
is nnmended Ceylon, It's always the hme, R T
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