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Clocks of the. Early Days

In primitive 1limes a man .was stationed at the top
ol the belfry to ring the bells at the indicated hours,
day and night, writes Alired Beillard in L’Horologere.
This watchman was called the horoscopus, that is to
say, the observer of the hour. He had recourse him-
self, in order to fullil his duly, to the study of the
astral system, to the number of prayers he was to
recite, to the guanlity of wax a  candle had con-
sutmed, to the clepsydra, or water clock, and to the
hour-glass. The trade of ihe ho“oscopus was inevit-
ably one of the first which the progress of mechanism
was 1o cause 1o disappear.

The first clochs with bells known in France date
back to’ the fourtecen'h century. Particular mention is
made of one which was established in Caen in 1314,
i;y Beaumont, and that of the I’alais de Justice in

aris, which King {harlcs V. had constructed in 1370
by the German clockmaker Henri de Vie.

This machine seemed so marvellous that the inhabi-
tants of Paris, so gues the ﬁegend, asked permission
of the King 10 go on gnard at the door of the tow-
er {o assure themsclies that it was the clock and not
the watchman thkal rang the hours.

This astonishment of the people al a period when
mechanisto was bul just born may well be conceived
in prescnce of a machine capablé of calculating and
striking the hours, wilhout 1the assistance of any hu-
man being, with the same precision that could he ex-
ercised by the most vigilant horescopus.

The custom was perpetuated until ihe seventeenth
century, and still exists in certain cities of Europe of
placing ajongside of the clochs vartpus automatona
which ring the hours. It is due to nothing else than
the thought of recalling to memory the recollection of
the ancient watchman.

And also the clocks wilth automatons catered to
the popular tasie of that cpoch. The people of that

pericd preoccupicd Lhemsel.es but litile with the more
or less exact
not

nieasurement

of time. Railroads were
in existence aml

the exigencies of life were not so

ﬁreat as they ale now. A cock which crowed and
apped his wings, some apostles who marched by,
striking a blow for rach  hour, filled them with ad-

miration, amd in this respect no other clocks aroused
so much enthusiasm as those of Lyons and Stras-
burg.

It was a clock of this character that Henri Deux
laced over the sunerb yporial of the Chateau of Anet.
evertheless this timepiece was distinguished {rom oth-

er clocks wilh automatcns by the oviginality of the
figures that it set in wovemcnt. He e no longer was
a womall or a man who strucc the hours writh rusty
arms. It was a maistic stag, standing erect, sut-
rounded by four bloodhnunds of natural size, whick ap-
peared to be holdmg it at bay, thal one saw on the
summit of the portal. Cne of the stag’s legs was
movable, and as it was lil{ed it secmed to strike the
hours. The four hounds oprened their jaws al each
striking of the quarters, and their voices were imitated
by bells of diffeient notes, whose clappers were con-
nected by wires with their lower jaws, causing them
to oper and shut as leng as the hell ringing mechan-
ism continued,

This curious clock exists no longer.
at auction with its fnest dials for the sum of 505
francs when the Chatean of Anct was confiscated as
national property and sold with its furniture in the
Year Two of ihe Firsl Republic.

It was sold
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The French Elections

To get a clear idea of the French elections
(writes the special correspondent of the * Catholic
Times ') it is necessary to know how the elections
‘were managed. Are they to be regarded as an ac-
ceptance by the neople of the Government's policy ?
No; for ilhey are the consequence of odious slapders
cireulated against priests and liberal candidates. 'Lae
priests were accused (1) of collecting money to make
wa~, (2) of having fomented and paid for the recent
strikes in the north ! 71hey have, it is said, £2,000,000,000
in a heap somewhere (in ihe moon, probably). Then
ithe Government had discovercd * ihe congdot (1) and
the Ministerial newspapers wrote about it indignantily
every day ! Country people believed the story. Know-
ing their creduiily, M. Clemcneeau invented the famous
‘ plot.” Being successiul, he simply said, with a laggh :
‘There is no complot.’ Many see clearly now that

ihey have heen dccei.ed, but it is too iate. Again
the Liberal candidates were accused of intemding to
restore the seven years' service in the army, to sup-

press the scheols, to overturn
pecially to provoke war. At St. Bricue was posted the
following bill : * Eicctors, if you ‘ote for Mr. Armesz
(a Radical), it is reace ; if you vote for Mr. Meus-

the Republic,and es-

nier (a Liberaly, it is war. To avoid war a great
many_voted for Mr. Armee. If has been the same all
over France. It was thought tihat 1o vote for a Lib

eral meant voting for war.
was put on the electors. In many places threatening
' blocards °  compelied i{hemn  to vote for the Radical,
Moreaver, the ballol-boxes were shamefully manipulated
by the authorities, and many Radicals have won, who
were not in fact elected. In short, the success of the
‘Bloc’ at the French elections cannoi be considered g
popular expression of approval of the Government’s anti-
religious policy, bui as a proof of the people’s devotion

Besides, frightful pressure

to Peace. The Government's triumph is the consequence
of the most vile calumnies and strong Governmental
pressure.

Letiers from San Francisco (says the Sydney
* Freeman ') report that Mr. Daniel ('Connor is strand=
ed in that cily as the resmt of the recent earth-
uake and fire. ¥rom his arrival there fate seemed
etermined 1o deal havshly with him. 1he lecture sea-
son which he hoped to inaugurale in the Pacific capi-
tal was delayed by the g:esernce there of Mr. Doug-
las Hyde, who had the publie ear with his Gaelic Re-
vival lectures. Mr. T'Comnor placed the MS. of his
book, ' Fifty Years of Austraiia,’ in the publisher's
hands, and 1he issve was expected within a few weeks,
Then came the carthguake fellowed by the fire, and in
the ruins of the ! Chronicle’' office the bgok was
swept away. The house m which Mr. O'Cgonnor re-
sided took fire, and he removed himself apd his be-
longings, which 1ncluded his series of fectures, to an-
other house. ‘This house was also doomed, and Mr.
O’'Connor was just able to eseape with his life, los-
ing everything but ihe clothes he wore.

Tell us not our days are numbered ;

That nothing on this earth can save

Us,—by coughs and colds encumbered,

Struggling for mastery o'er the grave.

To the rescue comes undaunted,

Life's panacea, strong and pure,

Striking home the truth ihat's vaunted

Of the WOODS' GREAT PEPPERMINT CURE,

* The publication of an advertisement fn a Catiwlic
paper showe that the advertiser not only desires the
patronage of Catholics, but pays them the comrpliment
of seeking 1t through fhe meditm of their own relighous
journal.’ So says an esteemed and wlde-awake Ameri-
can contemporary, A word te the wise is sufficient.

How About Your Winter Planting?

This is the season, et started richt away, and whatever
trees, shrube, or plante you want, just write to us for them,
Having our nurseries we can supply you with dozens of
things not obtainable elsewhere,

Fruit, Current, and Rose Trees, Etc.,
) We bave the grandest nelection imaginable, All well-
grown, finely rooted, and in perfect condition for planting,
Wo oan send you a splendid collection of any of these lines
at wonderfully low prices, - .
8plandid for Blight. . .
v Our H, M, Blight Specific shifts it in great style, Ii's a
grand dressing, Rain oan't wash it off either. Quart tins
1a 64, gallon tins 3s. .
Write for catalogne. 1t'a full of information,
NURSERYMEN . .

' HOWdeﬂ & Monﬁl’ieﬂ:, " AND SEEDSMEN;
51 PRINCES STREET, DUNEDIN

Thos. Jenkins

Merchant Tailor,
79 PRINCES STREET (ursrars), DUNEDIN,

Opposite Btewart, Dawson's,

Business, Clerical, Walking, and Dress Suits.a Specialty,

The Largest Stock of Fashionable Goods to choose from.

 best in Ary, Lines. o
% Only the Best of Furnishings used.

l One of the Largest Stocks in Duneflin, compril_sing‘ the



