
The Very Rev. Father Lc Menant des Chesnais, V.G(writes our Christchurch correspondent), has just re-ceived <a letter from his Lordship Bishop Grimes, who atthe time of writing was at San Francisco. After leav-ing Auckland (writes his Lordship), we had two Satur-days in cno week. On the Sunday we celebrated ourfirst Mass at sea in ihs social hall of the mail steamerassisted by two. fellowrpasskngers, the Rev. Father Gay-nor, O.S.F. (who was at the opening of the " Christ-church Cathedral), and Father Befiernan, a PassionistofSydney. On the followingMonday we touched at PagoPago, where Father Bellwald, whom Iordained whenlast in Europe, met us with his mission boat, and gotIns principal natives Ho give rs a reception with afriendly kova. This good Father's life must be a verytrying one, with his twelve stations to attend to, andthe sight of a colleaguebarely once a month. The heatwas extreme on leavingPago Pa^o.'We spent a day at Honolulu, where, unknowinglywe took up a smallpox passenger, his state being dis-covered the next 'day. We all had to be vaccinated, andit was the general opinion, from the captain down, thatwe would be quarantined on arrival at San Francisco.When we reached there on April 28 eight health officershoarded' us, and it was only on consulting the chief onland tbati we were told the next day we should be al-lowed to disembark. Three Fathers (Guibert ThieryandNort) met us at the wharf and informed us thattheir church and presbytery wene in ruins, but they hadthoughtfully secured us a residence in one of the sparedquarters of the city. The residence of one of th*> prin-cipal Catholics; a noble mansion, had been placed at thedisposal of a community of Sisters.('Heltoers tff- the?°H y.fSls.ln,IPu^t^yI). Their own fine conventhad suffered the fate of many another religious insti-tute, which; had been levelled to the ground by theearthquakeand subsequent fire and dynamite.'
Saveral times during my three days' stay in SanFrancisco, the Fathers accompanied me through theruined,city. Jhe sight was one. of the most awful everwitnessed, the memory was most vividly impressed-uponmy mind; and I .am sure it can never be effaced there-Jrom. Ido not think any similar catastrophe everbe-fel a- city m modern or ancient times, save the destrucrtioh of Jerusalem of bid and perhaps the'great earth-quake of Lisbon. -

■<The earthquake of San Francisco on the morning ofApril 18 lasted 47 seconds, but there were repeated

Mosgiel goods* look well and wear well. They are"eleganti in appearance and lasting in wear,~ and fiur-'chasers are always with their delightful com-fort, -which is a feature of all-wrol Mosgiel g00d5....
The Caflton - Cafe, Dowrins; street, Dunedin, has just

been reopened by Mr. and Mrs. Todd, as a first-classdining and tea rooms. ThKbii'dMig has been recently
thoroughly renovated and refurnished..../

Messrs. A. and.-T. IngHs'. sevjenten'h arn"al sale-commences «n August 2," and will continue for. 33 days,
during which time- the whole, of th-eir immeo.se stock,
amounting to t£6.0,000, will he disposed cf at very largereductions.*...

Thpreday,Jaly 5, 1906 MMiM^MS^^iM
The audience that assembled in His Majesty's The-atre on Friday evening at the entertainment in/ aid dfthe Christian Brothers' School, was treated to a first-class evening's- aimusement, and it was a pity, consider-

ing the object aiid the excellence of the progranime--that the attendance was not m'UwhT larger. The Chris-tian Brothers have aj world-wide reputation, as success-ful teachers, and .their pupils have always reflected1ere-» dit on them. Our local, school has at all times main-tained a high standard, and its Deputation was furtherenhanced on this occasion, when eight out of the four-teen items on- the programme,stood to-, the creditof thepupils— very much indeed to their credit. These includedtwo class songs, ' Let Erin remember
'

and
'The Ange-lus,' both admirably rendered; a gymnastic display byjunior pupils uwdfer the direction of Mr. J. Drumm "

club swinging by the senior class, Mr. J. Bryantbeingleader; rifle and firing exercise by the school cadetsunder Liejutenant W. Coughlan and Col-SergeantSalmon-a farce which created great amusement, and in whichthe characters were sustained by Masters W. Coughlam,Thomas Lafiey, and R. Burke ; scenes from '
King Rich-ard 111.,' the part of Gloucester being takenby MasterThomas Lafiey, Duko of Clarence toy Master R. BurkeBrakenbury by Master C. Marlow, first and second mur-derers by Masters W. Coughlan and Timothy Laffey res-pectively ; and humorous recitations by Master Cooney.The Shakespearean piece was played with more thanordinary— in fact marked— ability, great credit being dueto Masters Lafiey, Burke, and Coughlan for their con-ception of the principal characters. The humorous reci-tation by Master Cooney was a distinct feature ofthe entertainment. The balance of the programme con-sisted of an instrumental duet by Miss Gertie Meenan(violin) and Miss Nellie Hall (riano), played in a veryartistic manner ;a vocal solo, 'Sunshine and rain

'
byMrs. Power; and songs by Messrs. T. J. Hussey, E. H.Eagar, and A. Murphy, and a vocal duet by MessrsHussey and Eacfar. All the vocal items, which weread-mirably rendered, were deservedly encored. Misses M.Drumm and1 C. Hughes actfd as accompanists during the

evening., and the arrangements were in the capablehandsof Mr. W. P. Rodgers as secretary.

Bishop Grimes in San Francisco

shocks for several days after the great one. Every'
chimney m the city was thrown down and many'of themodern buildings, and nearly all oa the made up groundwere tumbled to the ground. Those built on hard rocksites, like the- one where lamstaying, escaped-. witbscarcely a crack.. One of th3 worst oficcts of the earth-quake was to break all the water pipes of the city'
causing the fusing of tiie electric wires, the eas to ex-plodeinvjanous parts and fires to becomealmost univer-
« ill- v?-,dJ^ys lt Yas Wossibie to control the fires.Public buildings, churches, schools, convents, hospitals,and residences were dynamited to arrest the progressofthe flames " but all in vain. The work of destructionw
rennt,,on', and t°- day seven and a half square miles, or350 blocks of the once fair Golden City arebut so manyheaps of ruins. Thousands and thousands have ocenrendered hornless, and they are now dwelling in the-parks, w.lnch' the Government have, with praiseworthyspeed, provided for them. Clothes and provisions- aredoled out to them under the supervision of the mili-tary-, who pitilessly shot down looters and all who re-fused to help the distressed. It is a sad and sorrowfulsight to go amongst the ruins, but sadder still to meetso many who luyve lost the sa\ings of a lifetime ex-tending over a period of half a century.'

Sixteen tlatholic churches have been destroyed orbadly injured tyy the earthquake or fires, convents, col-leges, seminaries, and many hospitals and charitable in-stitutions laid low. Outside the city and inotherpartsof California the greatest grief of the Archbishop isthe destruction of the ecclesiastical seminary, whichhad only recently been completed, and which was one ofthe show sights of San Francisco -and the pride'of theArchbdshop, who assured me that he had spent on itmore than he could say. Some have asserted' that hehad spent well nigjh a million dollars en it-. He hadindeed, donei much to build up his archdiocese, and makeit one of, the grandest in the United States, and in afew hours all was reduced to atoms. But in the midstof so much desolation it is a sub;ect of wonder to findso much peace and resignation reigning throughout allclasses, high and low, rich and poor, young and old.'
Archbishop Riordan, who has suffered' so much inmind and body and material cares, gave me the keynoteof the otherwise startling situation of the stricken peo-ple when he said to me in a quivering though strong

voice " "Tell the Holy Father, whin you see him, thatthough we have lost all, we ha> c not lost confidencefaith and courage. We are far from yielding to despair'
We have a whole-souled, generous reople to deal withand, pleas© God, they willwillingly help us to repair th>havoc, and in a year or two we will be right again."Noble, and prompted, by a notle spirit of faith ani trustin a noble-minded flock. Another great consolatun isthat not a priest nor reJigipus, nor inmate of the manyCatholic charitable institutions of the city jvas lost inthe midst of the disaster.'

No one will ever know how many lives werelostThe general estimate is that they did not rea<h morethan six or seven hundred, though it is believed thatsome hundreds were buried alive Tvcneaih th? crumblingruins of many a low or poor boarding-house. Iam in-formed that oversix hundred persons lost their reason .on the occasion of the great calamity. The churchesand institutions that suffered, not from the earthquakebut from the su'bseqrent fires, will ha^e fared betterthan those demolished by the eartriqual'?.'
Our Fathers are daily expecting to receive Ihe in-surance, one third of the tot-1 value of the buildings tnenable them to start rebuilding. They were barely ?hleto save the sacred vessels and a few vestments ; theirlibrary, household and other church furniture were'wholly

destroyed.'It is resolved to buildup another and morereau-liful San Francisco on the ruins of the afflicted city
On May 30Iexpect to start for our college at Salt ■
Lake City, and, aftrr a few day?,, proceed furthereast, leaving New York some time in June.

'
Theberths on several of the vessels p-oing to Europe fromNew York have been secured months ago.'
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