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brightest jewel in his crown ; I refer 1o dis  cxem-
plary howe life. Tlus is not ihe lime for prying
eyes to penetrate the sanclity of the home, Eridehces
exist on ail sides showing what that home Life was
line 1n the midst of all the hurry of State -and
under the plaudits of the peaple he never forgot that
ithe most sacred spot on earth was his home with his
beloved wife, for years the faithful sharer of his trials
and triumphs, and with his beloved and loving chil-
dren. Most of his legisiation ol recent years was in-
spired by the desire io make the homes of his people
like to his own—sanctuaries of peace and happiness,
We to-day, in. company with our fellow-country-
men, mourn his loss, but that loss g not absolute,
and hehce our sorrow is not of the hopeless  kind.

The work of good men live after tanem, and the ex-
ample which they gave ends nit when the cold clay
has claimed its  own. Th~ spirit which they  raised

lives on and the world is richer ihereby, snd we who
knew them are proud of the privilege. New Zealand
lo-day smiles through her tears, hecause by identifying
herseli with 1ihe lile of her late first citizem she feels
honored and highly honored in the honor paid to him.
You have jset bLefore you the lessons taughl by he life
of the l-:mfﬁy, frie.diess ex/l: in a new cotntry, by the
man full of life and energy and sirong of will with
high amtition and noble  resolve carving his way
through trials and dificultics (niit he wins the respect,
and homage and confidence of a whole nation, ves, of a

mighty Emgpire. You have ihe lcssons taupht by the
irue hushand and father, by the patriot breathing  the
free air of a free country, sacrifieing his life in ils ser-

vice. And while we learn 1hose lessons starding  in
sorrow beside the patriot’s frase, may we pray to the
Giver of all good gilfts to comfort those dear sorrow-
ing hearis in whose home death has lefl a vaid that can
never be filled.

A Northern Appreciation.

Referzing to the death of Mr. Seddon 2t Si. Mary's
Church, Paeroa, on Sunday, June 17 (says the * Chine-
muri Gazette ), ihe Very Rev. Dean Macheit said j—
The death o1 our Eewo.ed T Premier is a great  putlie
calamity—not only a loss 10 New Zealand, but a loss 1o
humanily at large. lie was a siteng and abte leader, a
Inau of herole mould and natire, who lo.ed liberty for
itsell and who wished evcrvlody to en,oy it. By his
death the cause of Liberaism 1 st its tried and trusted
cheitain, whose public Iife wes one of vnwavering  devo-
Lien and constant eflory for the betiermint of ihe toil-
ing masses. The Dean sad h- d.d not jmrw what par-
{rcular dinomination claimed 1he late Premer as a mem-
ber ; his religion  was, however, expressed in  deeds
rather than words. To Richard John Seddon the whole
world was his counlry znd mantind his hmn. The bene-
ficent laws placed on the Statlule Book of the Colony
during the thirtesn years of h's Premiership would  be
for ever associated with his memory, and a prateful
posterity would bless his name and recogause what < A
sower of infinite  serd was he, a woodman that hewed
toward the lisht.’ Pore Leo XL, in his admirable pro-
neouncement on the ¢ Conditions of Laber,' advocated the
great principle of arbitration for the settlement of

all
disputes between capitalist and wage-earner. During
Mr. Seddon’s term of office that principle was embodied
in the legislation of {this couniry, and {o-da all the

lroubles and complications of 1ihe labor guestion clamor-
ing for consideration in older lands are settled in  our
arpttration courts. Dean Hackett referred to a remark-
able speech made by the late Premier at the Catholic
College, Riverview, Sydney, shortly bhefore his deatb,
and quoted several passages, from which we select the
following‘r—' Through a long polifical lifle I hase ever
made it iny aim to side wilth tht weak,” No more ap-
propriate epitaph (said the Dean) coald be inscribed on
Mr. Seddon’s monument. The (‘atholics of ke Colony
remember ‘ Sto'e,” and the valiant champion that stood
by its cause until the Judge declared in court that * he
would not hang a cat on the evidence.” In the same
sneech  (continuod the Dean), the preat slatesman de-
clared that ‘a man's first duty, abter %is duty to God,
i patriotism to the country that gave him birth.,' Re-
ferring to Ireland on the same occasion, Mr., Seddon de-
clared ‘if the English people had adopted New Zea-
land's methods of legisiation, trouble with Yreland
would néver have arisen, and T look forward to the day
when England will profit by the example of her daugh-
ter, and so restore unity snd concord to Ireland,’ To-
fay New Zealand mourns her dead leadex, We join in
lhat mourning, and exnress our svmpathy for the he-
reaved loved omes at Wellineton. .The thousands of tele-
grams that have been sent from all parts of the world
sneak elomuently of the Premier's worlh and wordd-wide
fame. The marnificent wreaths lajd oxn . hiis coffin are
expressive of the countiy's gratitude.

"Hibernian I:all, c¢n Monday e ening,

In concluding his address the Dean summed up in a
few sentences the lessons laught by the Premier in life :
‘ Love God and -the country that gave you birth. For-
give you: enemies and never forgeb old iriends. Have a
great love for humanity and help your fellow-men, no
matter'to what creed or country 1hey helong.! These
were his principles to ths (nd of his useful life, and
death jtself wilt not shut out from us 'the light of
his example.

At the conclusion of the evening devotions the con-
gregation stood during the playing of the ' Dead March.'

H.A.C.B. Society, Christehurch,

At a numerously atiended meeting of members of 1he
St. Patrics’s branch of 1he H.A.C.B. Society, in the
June 1B {writes gz
Christohurch correspondent), on the motion of Bro. G.
J. Scllers (president), sceonded by Bro. J. Nelson (vice-
presidont) the following motion was unanimously agreed
1o ==' That the members of the H,A.C.B. Society of
Christechurch desire to add their tribuie of regret at the
loss sustained by the Colony in the death of the late
Premier, the Right Hon. R. J. Seddon, and to sinecerely
sympathise and condole with th: widow and family  in
their time of sorrow. May God watel over them and
gi-e them sirenzth to bear up in their bereavefnent.’ In
1he course of hiz remarks in preposing the resolution
the president said that it is admitted on ali sides that
ihe Jate Premier was a mest poble man. The diction-
ary defnes the word 'noble’ to mean high in excellence
or wortlh, lofty in character, maginanimous, ete., and all
lhese terns apply in  their in'l force to Mr. Seddon.
That in order to sce what execllen! and numerous  re.
forms he had accomplished it was simply necessary ..to
look hackt during the last fiftecn yea s,  Mr. Sellers then
enumerated and commented on a few of the  measutes
brought ahout by the statesman, whose loss ihey de-
plored.  Among these, he said, are the annuities scheme
and the Rill dealing with the emrioyment of girls, who
previously were not cnly eonfined tno much in the work-
rooms bul also received litile or no wages. Then there
was also the frce-brea'fast s hame which long ago-had
heen prones < by Sir Georze Grey ard whieh would have
been carricd out by Mr. Seddon had he lived, Mr. Sed-
don likewise tco'c great interest in friendly societies, end
this was d.ne without distiretion of creed or nation-
alitv. In thori, e ery word he cxpressed and every
idea he eptertained were for 1he profle. He was a man
of the people and for the people, and in the demise
of Richird John Seddsn the workers of the Colony
fal lost their best and ablesl friend. The secretary
was insiructed to embody the rosolution in a letter, and
forwaid it to Mrs, Seddon and family.

Diocesan News

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

(From our own correspundent.)

June 23.

The United Irish Leacue intends to hold a social
evcning in S{. Patrick's IHall, probably on Wednesday,
July 4,

}Ir‘-‘is Grace the Archhishop will administer the Sac-
rament of Confirmation at thez Sacred Heart Basilica
Lo-morrow afternoon. Aboul sixly candidates are to
he presenied.

His Grace ihe Archbishop was absent from Welling-
fon on the receipt of the rews of Mr. Seddon’s deaih.
He cabled a message of condolence to Mrs, Seddon at
Sydney.

! Th}; city was filled with 1isitors during ithe week,
and holel accommodation was severely tawed. About
300 passcngers came from Greymouth and Westport to
be rrecent at the Luneral of our late Premicr. The line
of the funeral processicn on Thursday presented an
ever-memorable speclac’e.  The arrangements we"s left
in the hands of Lieuicnant-Colonel R, J. Colling, of the
Treasury, and ihe manner in which order was Observed
and maintained throughouwt reflects greatly to his eredit.
The ¥Tibernian Society was well represenfed. The dis-
plav of wreaths was umrnaralleled. They came from all
aduarters, and oceupied 1he wh-de of the main  lobby of
the Hous=z of Representabives. The spot chosen as the
burial eround is in the Dnlton street Cemetery, _ mear
the Ohservatory. The =ite is a prominent oné, and
commands a fne view of the harbour and  surrounding
conniry. Tf also ove-loo¥s the Parliament_,Buﬂ@ings,
where the late Premier labored sn long for his country’s
good. A more- fittine spot could not be chosen..
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