
There were six of them, the eldest aged elevenyearsThey were gentlefolks,of ancient lineage, but "deadlypoor; patched and outgrown clothes bearing full-testi-mony to this sad circumstance, if other proof werenee-ded than the fact that they livedin a tall, narrowHouse m a poor neighborhood,dirty of doorstep,-devoidof knocker and letter-box. " - ' .
It is true that sometimes, after dark, the eldest

~

Tvould surreptitiously '
rub up ' the greenish-colored me-tal, that too often looked as if it had for days beenimmersed -in the worst of London fogs, when oncaagainme idea of brass-was suggested to the beholder, whoseeye, ungratefully but involuntarily, would be encouraged

lo rove o\er the whole house-front in careless expect-ancy of something moderately attractive. But thel>rass was not too often subjected to this feverishly ad-ministered massage, for the Eldest was shrewdly awarethat perfection of cleanliness in this one small matterwhich was all she could contrive, wouldbut render hersmeary windowrcleaning and that bugbear, the doorstepthe more noticeable by contrast.
'

It was only when, coming home tired in the even-ing from his long day in the citiy, or setting forthsomewhat weanly in the morning to resume his endlesstoil, her father's chance glance rested on the neglectedappointments of his frcnt door-and the words
'

thatif oks disgraceful ' fell upon the shrinking ears of hissensitne little daughter-leather and paste werebroughtinto requisition once more.
« h"iVI.ariha> ?9? 9 cne maWservant, to give her her due,aid the steps every morning in broad daylight, un-blushing and in curl papers ; and had the family consis-ted only of the Eldest, her father and the fond but un-practical little mother, who seldom went out. Martha'sUlt^Ye kept lhe stePs '<luite Presentable.But between the Eldest and her baby sister were tour""lJj?ys'

(
wh^h cause of mixed joy and embarrass-ment offers full explanation of many things

"f w
IJesborouSh. who had married at seventeen, wasnot but at an age when more affluent young womencn-jc-y youthful pleasures, and are still designated 'girls

'
She was born 'in the lap of luxury,' and on the

S
daythat she took Philip Destorough « for richer, forpocrer
'

m?, w%am° ng th? wcddin3 guests had dreamedhowverymuch for poorer,' s0 far as money was concerned itPhfr i?Tc- ilh£ two ars orth(^ marriage,Siiip,,D?D?fboroup
11
h' tlhrouKh no fault of his own, hadlost all the worldly goods with which he had endowedhis wife. But when poverty came in at the door, lovedid not so much as glanc3 at the window. Nothingcould dispossess their hearts of the love they bore one

iw fo
o}h??TU* ?°\F,ob them of th<? deep happinessthey found in their children. Good health, too, had al-ways attended them, so that the wife retained much of2IS f? naJural to her aSe and disposition,while the husband, though too often careworn and de^pressed, being indeed burdened with anxiety, was yet inthe main courageous-and hopeful.

■» Jl WaS < UP°n the.Eldest poverty sat heaviest-itwas her strenuous little nature that it most overtaxed.Jo her mother a small house meant of necessity a wantof cleanliness, an ill-furnished-larder, a slatternly maid-servant She openly acknowleu>ed her utter inability tocope with these somewhat squalid conditions, her forte°® lnS the ordering of order ready-made, so to say. ButUk> Eldest, albeit the child had known no life othertftan one of struggle and privation, felt an ever-presenbsense of shame and dissatisfaction that her father, withv?c ?ed features and noble bearing of his racefaSly op'po^.b6tter than the ° bSCUre Clerk aRd his
'

It Was torture to this very much disguised princessto witness occasional meetings -between this same clericSStn 5, a ?e? cr'+ fnd^ See the two c°n«nue their walkdown the street together, even while her nice perceptionlhlw«L, at }hZ °ne luOked1
u
Oked like a Prince' despite hisS£S?f' tl^t^, stfll*a%lerTSh "

* iJS the/lWere lh!, tyo vul^ar, shewy daughters ofa retiredbutcher,--named Jones— girls of some twelveandfourteen years respectively, who lived in the big -houseat the corner, and who said \nursemaid,' in avery loudwhisper, when they.met the Eldest pushing her baby

Uy not unlike her own, she thought, in number and clr-.

* SXWtw^WW
he ŷ"lOoking girl of about her owu age 7

\. . .V10
*wo children. would_steal a quick, glance at onevanother in passings the. Eldest bringmgallhe?Pa4er of-observation-no small-amount-to.belt-!„ thaioStaSdryk WhfnTheyTp^rle? "? ' then,came}a

>-of
<

wv
rs* tin\e« the Eldest, with a ?reat effort and afast-beatingheart merely remarked .thatit was veiycow , to which the other agreed, with a little- shyshtycr, and strove- tc pull the sleeves of her out-grownjacket over,her red little wrists. 8 °^ n

«. %n%n *he, occasion the Eldest inquired whetherihe baby m the perambulator was a-girl or a boy,-men-tioningat the same time that hers was a girl'
-

'-n>- \ d encou^ter she ascertained thatbetween.-this chance acquaintance and herself there was indeedreason for the mutual liking. /,««**

!£ ie,yon th? eldest? '
she had asked ~:Yes, the other had replied, 'are you *» -

And the E.ldest nodded.' What- a miserable looking ghl that is who passeshere so often ' Mrs. Desboraugh once observed to herdaughter. It was of the child's new acquaintance thatSfl© SpO*KC

+>,a '^ti,<!'On>t hink£ 'he is unhappy,but she'is an Eldest,'the other made answer simply.'
What -do you mean, dear ?

'
the mother askedsomewhat absent-mindedly, mildly puzzled* SheiS^the eldest of {he family.' her' daughter am-ended,and the opening of thedoor and the becfcojunc: ofLflmY ??ger' b?lonSinS to- Martha, the maid, saved

tfon Possible embarrassmentof further explana-
Itwas a full hard life, being the Eldest; but ithadits privileges and compensations. It was a great iovto be capable of helping father and mother, thus savingthe senous expense of a second servant, as 'undoubtedly

tert%d-rJihen 'itT-C îd lhe Eldest for' many an uSus-£V lttle sacrifice ?nd for much really hard workwhen her sweet young mother kissed her more warmlythan was her wont, and said she was a great hdp. Andthen her father, her clearly lovod father, would some-times ca1 her a
'
little brick '-the hear.t of the Eldestwould glow for days after that.

"ri
Bu£ 31 the+c,hil'drcn W£ *e intractable or disobedientand when her mother would reproach her befcre them fornot, aa the Eldest, having more authority over them ifrwas very hard. And when the baker's and butcher'sbills were heavy, and her mother's pretty eyes wereredafter laborious poring over them, the Eldest's littleheart would ache with compassion, and she wouldhave given much to be as - carelessly happy as theyounger ones, who nevernoticed mother's eyes, and whodid not worryabout old or untidy clothes. Then againthere were the bitter times of grief and humiliationwhen some imtoward circumstance caused the Eldest toreflectupon her own little life and the rights and wrongs

eif /I that £he claimed any rights, even to T her-self and, she certainly would neverhave entertained -sodisloyal a thought as that.she was wronged in any wav.But there were periods when she could not helpwistfully wishing that the others might take it inturnI\ ille eMest> so lhat she could occasionally go tcschool to learn something ; that she might not live inperpetual fear of her ignorance being discovered, as itonce was by a terrible but well-meaning old gentlemanwho called- upon her mother, and who, after admiringthe children, began to-play a horrible sort of game— the2fSSQf a SPS]3ing class-in which the Eldest,- as theeldest, was pven the more difficult"words and was put
w +"a J'cf°r?c l'he young«\ones. That night the child '-had cried herself to sleep ; and since then many aleisure moment had been devoted to learning spellingirdm an} odd book or newspapershe could find <-

And' it was a newspaper thst ended it all, ended thisuncongenial, unnatural life, unlifting for all concerned'
fuHab ar

j
istoCratilC yoxmS father down to. the beautil

One dark monrn°c, in the depth of winter, at aboutseven o'clock, the Eldest entered- the kitchen to find-Martha somewhat distracted, and very eager.to" availherself of the child's proffered aid: '
I
' 'I've overslep' myself.' the handmaid hurriedly' an-nounced « an' if you'd see to the din;ne-ro6m fire an'

k laT tae cloth, youfd help me fine, and breakfast won'tbe-so late after all. Do, there's a loive:' ' -_ "■-

The Eldest-considered a moment.
Ifn,tbs \wo°d *?' dr7

t.Idaresay. J can manage it,. while.the water for the children is heating in here » shesaid.. ,«But Imust go back to Ht»m as socn-as-.ft ishot. You see, firstIhave to wash the three senarate-
-

ly, and thenIhave to give Cyril and Claude my 'opinionon,the way they have washed.'
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