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Mr. Marsham regarded the daughter of Philip ¢'Arey
Deshorough as she sat very much at her ease among the
cushionis in his aiinchair, steadiastly retuining his gaze
with -large, grave eyes. “lhe color was stéaling back _
.to her face—she was  wonderfully pretty, he thought. .
Lis own little daughter, had she lived, would have heen -
about -her age. ) oL - L. .

‘ Tell me,” ho said_gently, afber a pause,” * why did
not your father write, or call himself, concerning  this
business 7’ Tt e

‘ He does not know about it,- the Eldest explained
eagerly. ¢ I—I thought 1 would find out the fruth so
as to save Mm from being terribly disappointed if—it it
somehow came to nothing:’ -7

Arnd she related at length. how. it chanced that
saw the advertisement, and the subsequent accident to
the newspaper ; and how she had followed the dark
green omnljases till she had at last arrived at the office
of Messrs. Marsham' and Reeves, Solicitors.

‘And do You know,’ she ended "wiih a little-sigh-of
comfort and satisfaction, *you are not a bit what I
thought a solicitor would be. I don't know Mr. Reeves,
of course, but you are net a bit like one. I have al-
ways had a dread of solicitors as a class,’ she amended,
gquickly, fearing $o have hurt Mr. Marsham's feelings. ]

The solicitor in question lgoked much amused, despite
his concern for the brave little girl. '

* But your brothers,’ he pursued.
them have saved you this—'

fOh, 1 am the Kldest,’ she interposed, hastening to
vindicate the absent. * Beside§, I don’t go to school,’
she added, with another and sadder little sigh. ¢ But
about the fortume,’ she continued, ‘it must have been
either Aunt Lavinia or Uncle Hubert. I could judge bet-
ier which of them it was who lelt it._io Iather if you
could tell me the amount of iL—by the year, you know.'

‘ Let me ask one question before duswering you,’ he
sald. ' Where do, or did, these relations live ?

* Shropshire,” the kldest made answer without an
instant's hesitation. ¢ There are two great country
seats belonging to the «d’Arcy Desboroughs gn Shropshire
—seats are extra big houses, as I daressy you know-—
and Aunt Lavinia lives in one and Uncle [lubert in the
oiher, and 1hey hate cach other. Do ¥ou know which
has died ' she asked anxiously.

' Aunt Lavinia,” said Mr. Marsham.

The Eldest was about to speak, when the clock upon
ihe mantelpiece struck twelve. She sprang up in dis-
may.

‘1 must go,' she said, beginning to wrap the still
damp cloak about her. ¢ It takes two hours—the walk—
and I have not done the marketing yet ! Oh, dear, what
will mother think 7’

Mr. Marsham rose also. ‘ You must not put on that
damp cloak,” he said decidedly. ‘Ons of my clerks
shall take you home in a cab—and this will serve to
keep you warm.’

lle took from a curtained niche in the wall a
overcoat.

‘It is a spare one,” he added,
monsilrance.

‘' Do you mean you have janother ? * she asked suspici-
ously. ‘Or de the iwo

o \ hanging there belong 1o Mr.
eeves 7?

' One is his, fut I keep two.here,’ explained Mr. Mar-
sham, turning away and pulling at his moustache, Then
he rang the bell. * C'all a cab,’ he said to the young
man who attended. -

‘I am sorry not to have seen Mr. Reeves,” the El-
dest remarked politely, fastening on her hat. *1 sup-
pose ho is interviewing some one else. Did you say a
clerk was to go with me ? ' she asked wistfully. i}
should so much, much rather - you came yoursell ! ' apd
she slipped: a persuasive little hand into his, .

Mr. Marsham glanced at the table, with its pile of
}nterrupted correspondence, then at the child's upturned -
ace. . .

‘ Very well,” he said. * Since you wish it, T will'ae-
company you.’ . -

The cab was announced, and the Eldest, enveloped in
the great coat, trailed throupgh the ‘cuter office, followed .
by the solicitor - bearing the little damp cloak upon his
arm, to the profound astonishment of the cleck, .o o

It seemed a long way, even by cab, and the Eldest, -
sat still, lost in silent enjoyment. Presently they -en-
tered the neighbworhood of ihe shops; and she was - re- .
minded of her neglected marketing, L

PWill you tell the man to stop
next greengroger’s 7'
' the rest of th

there.’ :

She struggled out of her coat, and niade her, way
into the shop, presently to emerge with sn enormpus cab-
bage in her arms. ‘It will' go nicely on -the seat ... be- .
tween us,’ she amnounced, cheeriully, in answer, to’ the

o

[ N
‘ Could not ope ot

Yman's

in answer to her re-

a moment. at the
she tegged of her companion:-
things cam wait, but I must just go

she_ .

disconcerted expression of the solicitor, 'and” if it
botkers " you I can fake it on my lap.’
A few minutes later there arrived at No. 65 ———
street, to the no small amazement of “Mariha, the mniaid,
- & cab, {rom which the Eldest sedately -alighted, “wearing
cloakwisq a garment the shoulders of which reached near-
ly to her elbows, bearing a cabibage, and: accompanied by
a strange gentleman. ’ .
- * Only hall-a-crown, sir.? ' the driver murmured. o
. ‘ Give-him anotlier,’ pleaded the Eldest, compassion-
ately, with a 'gueenly gesture of “the hand. ‘I have one
in my money-box upstairs, if you don’t mind -all‘pen-~
-nies and halfpennies.’ : .
Which. most lordly generosity went to-show that the
Eldest was Weginning to realise the mew life that waa
opening before her, and was prepared to live it wor-
- thily.—* Cathgli¢-News.? ‘ ; .
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ENﬁLAND—Death u-f a Venerable*Pri.est

The death has taken place at 1ihe Oratory, South
Kensington, of the Rev. Charles Henry Bowden, in his
seventieth year., Father Bowdin was one of the foun-
ders of the Oratory in King William street, Strand,.
which was afterwards removed 10 Brompton, -

Serlous Fire in a Church

By a fire which occurred io ihe Catholic church of
St. Mary, Siar of the Seca, Hastings, the magnificent-
high altar, valued at £10,0600, was much damaged.

The Dominicans

At the Provincial Chapter of the English Province
of Dominicans, heid on May 8 in London, the Very
Rev. Laurence Shapecote, Lector in Theology, was

re-
elected Provincial for a term of four years.
Papal. Honor .

Canon Singleton, of Si. Joseph's, Seacombe, Che-

shire, hias Leen Taised to the rank of a Domest'ic_: Pre-
late to the Holy Father, with the title of Monsignor.

Foreign Missionary Society

His Grace ihe Archbishop of Westminster presided on
Thursday, May 3, at a council meeting of St.'Joseph’s:
Foreign Missionary Society, held at Archbishop’s House. _
There was a pood attendance, The secretary presemted
a long and able report on the work of the various mis<
sions, and_explained the aims of the eight priests of the
Society who recently went to the Philippines. The
report, which was deserifbed as a record of progress, was
adopted. There was a genoral agreement ihat there is
a pressing need of funds vo meet the requirements en-
tailed by the Society's progressive work.
ITALY—~Church znd State -

The Cardinal-Archbishop of Milan was among
Hlustrious visitors to the King and Queen of Italy on
their arrival at Milan. In addressing the Sovereign at
ihe laying of the foundation-stone for the railway sta-
tion his Eminence was very bappy. Wiih Manzoni, he,
at the outset, described the religion of * the dear Italian
fatherland * as * beautiful, immeortal, bepeficent, ever
accustomed to triumph.! This set the Catholic and
local note in his elqquent speech, which was all praise
of religion, Milan, and the good in life. Towards the
close he said : ¢ The Prince of _the Apostles priefly tra-
ced the life of- honesty and virtus in the words *-Omnes

- honorantes, fratres diligite, Deum timete, r Regem “hono-
raté.” ' This quotation and the tone of the Cardinal's
. address could mot escape’ notice. as evidencing the plea-
" santer times which have come for Church and State in
Ttaly. - - . S st - -
SCOTLAND-—Death of a Catholic Lady -
. The funeral took place recently at Lochnell, Argyle- -
shire, of" Mrs. Annie (onstance Camphell, of- Lochneil,
" who_died at Taynuilt, on the shores of -Loch Etive, af-
Aer a Jong - jllness. The deceased lady was extremely
-popular indhe West of Scotland; and .was born in” Ire-

the
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1" land about 64 Years ago, her father, -Dr._ John - Francis.

"Fitzgerald, "of Carrick, claiming inship with the ° old-
- Earls of Desmond. Mrs. Camphell’s first husband,” Dr:™
Richard ‘M'Clymont, died in China. and in 1877 ‘she mar- .
" ried secondly Archibald Argyll Lochnell Camphell, who in
1882  succeeded -his uncle as thirteenih Lochnell,>and
“died- & few .years ago. .. e -
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. For : Children!s Hacking -Cough - at ~Night, “WOOD&"

a4 GREAT PEPPERMINT CURE, 1/6- and‘2/6 per Bottle, -

BEATH & CO.

"~ 'BEST VALUR IN CHRISTOHURCH

- For Mantles, Millinery, Dresses, Eto,



