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' LEO XIIL> P°Pe'

Current Topics
A Tribute

A Sydney paper publishes the following story regard-
ing the late Mr. Seddon. It is told by a Hokitikaresi-
dent.

'
You know,1 says the narrator, 'his history in

Kumara as abig storekeeper. When tha crowdleft there
he lost badly, and called his creditors together, but be-
tween the issue of the circular andour meeting £2000
had been bequeathed to his wife, which neither his credi-
torsnor he could touch. Well, we met. Mr. and Mrs.
Seddon bothattended the meeting,and - laid the -whole
amount down on the table ! You ask my opinion of
him. Can you beat the giving of that money in your
wide knowledge of men and women ?

'

That Retort Courteous'
On glancing over the 'Current Topics

' after publi-
cation of o;ur last issue, we discovered a small but ob-
trusive literal error in the impromptu versified reproof
which appeared under the heading, 'The Retort Cour-
teous.' The lines should read as follows :—: —'

Then she read o' a Club en the far Taicr-ee,
That meets whiles, o' nichts, for en'oymint, ye see,
An' aPapist, ye Ken, men, a member may be,
If hepays his subscription,.Uiist like a

'"
Wee Free."

But ah ! when she read
At the Club things were said

That made the puir Papists feel raw,
She scratched her auld head,
And tae hersel' sad :

41 Dod, that beats a' !
"

Many of our readers may have caught the meaning that
was obscured throvg'i the substitution of the word" live

'
for

'Hike
'

in the fourth lin3. For the benefit of
the others we reprint the adroitlittle impromptu,- re-
ferring them to our last issue for the circumstances
which made it so appropriate.

this q.uestion. 'Incidentally, this '
code

' permits mis-
representing an opponent, putting -him in the wrong in
order to set 'him right, and recklessly flinging grave
charges without? the shadow of justification or founda-
tion. The 'code' is 'modern.' It is vastly superior
to.that of the Bible— which the

'Telegraph
'

denounces
and calumniates in the crude Ingersollian style. But
the

'
code

'
isi evidently a

'
secret wisdom,'/ intended

solely for the Mahatmas, Ahrats, or Adepts of theNa-
pier philosophy. And wildhorses will not draw it from
the guardian arms of the

' Telegraph.' Well, our
Hawke's Bay contemporary probably knows best where
its precious 'code

'
is safer— under lock and key in its

holy of holies, or exposed to the nipping frost- of criti-
cism in the public press.

We arepainfully familiar nowadays with thesciolists
who hotly attack the Bible and lecture us from the
viewpoint of Christian morals, whose very foundation
they reject. Our standard of morals is unchangeable
It is founded in the will and nature of God. Men may
and do err in theapplication cf that standard. Such
error is, however, nob in the standard, but in the im-
perfect knowledgeof, or lack of proper compliancewith,
the will of God. And that will is made known to us
in one or .other of the various forms of divine revela-
tion. \lhit is the 'Telegraph's' standard? Though

thrice challenged, it saith i.ot. But one thing it has
made abundantly clear : it rejects the Biblical revela-

tion and the Christian standard of morals. Its missing

and much-desired
'

code of morals
'

is probably of the
agnostic or materialistic variety. But what hope is
there that the writer of the slipshod articles in our
Napier contemporary will succeed where men of vastly

bigger and better brains (Herbert Spencer, Harrison,
Fitzjames Stephen, Clifford, etc.) so signally failed—
namely, in

'
setting forth

' and
' establishing

'
any bind-

ing
'code of morals

'
that sha.ll not havefor its motive

power the fear of theLord (which is
'

the beginning of

wisdom ') and the love of Him (which is its end) ?
Judging) from lii3matter ami the manner of the

'
Tele-

graph's ' glaring misrepresentations of Biblical fact and
teaching, its

'philosophy ' and its
'code or morals

'
are

those of that shallow plagiarist and adapter of other

men's ideas-the late Robert lngersoll. According to

that anti-Christian charlatan, thought Is merely a pro-
duct of digested beefsteak md potatoes, etc., an-d man

but a puppet in the iron grip of an unalterable chain of
fate— carried inevitably hither and thither as it wills,

just like abubble on the i.roubled surface cf the Moly-

neux. Are these the principles that lie back of the

A Napier 'Moralist'
The Napier '.Daily Telegraph' has bitten off a bßgger

chunk of controversy than it can chew. It said in its
haste that all forms of playing for a stake or prize
are 'a social scourge,' ' a gra\e moral evil,' 'a curse
and a crime.' It is now repenting at leisure. The
1Telegraph' has out-council led the Wellington Council of
the Churches— after having rejoiced that the

'Tablet
'

had got in
'
a blow from the shoulder under which those

who singled out the Roman Catholic Church as the
modern exponent of gambling cannofc but stagger.' Tne'Telegraph ' has

' a code of morals,' too, that 'settles'
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