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(From our own correspondent.)

. June 9,
The annual oconeert, pgiven last night, by pupils
of the Waihi Convent &chool, was a  success from

every point.  An exvellenl programme of choruses, ipb-
loaux, and action scngs was given. FPrior to the enter-
tainment the Waihi Federal Band played selections ount-
side ihe hall. The prooeeds of the concert will be de-
voted to erecting an iron fence around the church pro-
perty.

The local branch of the ILA.C.R. Society have de-
cided to establish a gympasiuvin as an attraclion for the
winter nights. The members are endegvoring lo secure
a sile 1o huild a hall of tiheir own.

During the ' N.Z, Tablet’s ' representatlive’s visit to
Waihi the Very Rev. Father Bredie spolke on the advan-
vages of having a reliakle Catholic paper 1n every home.

Members of the Nobility in Convents

&

Thz ccnversion 3 Princess Ena 1o Catholicism re-
calls to mind how many of the * old failh ' are siill
to be mef with in the smart drawing-rooms of Lone
don (writes “ BM.A.P.'*). Among thosc who have re-
cently joined the Roman (atholic faith may be men-
tioned Theodosia Lady Cottenham, and her danghter,
Lady Mary Pepys. The lalier :is noled as a singer,
and has studied under Madame Thenard ¢f the Comedie
Franeaise. The Ifon, Mary and Hon. Marpgaret Russell,
daughters of the late Lord Russell of Killowen, are
now both nuns in the Convent of the 1loly Child  at
Mayfield, Sussex; and also the Tlon. Violet Gibson, the
peetty daughter of Lord and Lady Ashbourne. Writing
ol nuns brings {o mind the number of high-born women
who have elected 1o spend iheir lives in the seclusion of
a convent. The Duke of Norfolk has two sisters who
are nuns : Lady Minna Floward belongs 1o the Carmelite
Order, and Lady KEtheldreda Howard is a Sister of
Charity. Lady Idith Peilding, sisler to Lord Denbigh,
is another Sister of Charny, and cheerfully endures
cxile at a convent in China.  Lady Mavia Christina
Bandini, daughter ¢f Lord Newburgh, is at a Sacre
Cgeur convent on the Contlinent ; and Lady Frauces
Bertie, sister to Lord Abingden, resides in a convent
at Harrow; and Lady Leopoldina heppel, sister Lo
Lord Albemarle, is a nun of 1he Sacrved [ieart. "Then,
Miss Mary and Miss IEdith Clitord, sisters of  Iortd
Clifford, arc both nuns: Miss [Lilen and Miss Maria
Firench, sisters ofi Lord Flrvench, are also nuns; Kliss
Leonie Doymer, sister to Lord Bormer, 15 2 nun; and

yet another religicuse is Miss  Clicely Avundell, sister
to the {welith YLord Arundell of Wardour. No fewer
than four sisters of 1ihke present and fourleenth Leord

Herries, are nuns, as are three sisters of 1l present
and fourteenih Lord Pefre. Cne of them is a Sister
of Charity, and 1he others helong to the Order of the
CGood Shepherd, and reside in conwvenis at Cardiff  and
Glasgow. And in bygone days 1hnre were fcur sisters
of a dead and eone ILord Camoys whoe had one and
al' iaken +the wveil, but most ¢f these ladies have now
passcd away.

* The publication o! an advertisement in a Catkolic
paper shows that the advertliser not only desires the
patronage of Catholics, but pays them the compliment
of seeking it through the medium of their own religlous
journal.’” So says an esteemed and wide-awake Ameri-
can contemporary. A word to the wise is sufficient.
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Catholic Qutlook in London

&>

In the course of an article under the above head{ng
the London * Daily Telegraph’ of a recent dage says i—

‘It is estimatcd that the Catholies in London num-
ber 200,000, and their body ircludes practicaily the en-
iire lIrish element of the population, just as the Pres-

byterian  Chureh counts among its adherents most of
f1,hose of EScottish birth. Many of 1hese immigrants
rom

the sister isle are to be 1ound ameng the very
poorest of the slums, and, according to Mr. Charles
Booth, constitute in that stratum of the population ‘¢ a
¢lass apart, Leing, as a rule, devout, and willing t0 con-
trihute something from their earnings towards the sup-
port of their schools and the maintenance of their reli-
gion.” It is one of the sirangest charactexnistics of the
Church of Rome {hat she alone among (he denomina--
tons das discovered the secret of grappling to herself
with hooks of steel men and women from every rank of
society and every grade of oulture. Whatever -their
worldly pasilion, whatever {heir degree of intellectual
development, her power over them is a real and binding
one. It is only those with some personal -hnowledge of
her adherents who have any idea of the diversity of in-
dividual conviction which attaing repose under ithe: ap-
parently rigid and unbending system by which her auih-
ority is exercised. Yet, though she is perhaps ‘the ‘most-
varied, as well as the most united and compact force in
the religious worid, and thkough there is a general ten-
dency to follow her example of pressing the arts into
her service, her converis are not numerous. On the
other hand, oddly enough, when they do come it is usu-.
alty from the aflluent and highly-educated classes, and
not a few of the most cullured sceptics turn to her at
last in their despair and become her zealous suppor-
ters. Though their proporiion is not a large one, the
doctrinal unity, cohercnce, and diseipline of the Cath-
olics give them a unbgue position among the denomina-
tions. )

The ! Telegraph® procecds to give a stalement  Te-
ceived by it from an ‘ eminent divine, who is fully4gquali-
fied {c speak ithe view of the Catholic clergy on  the
present moral condition of London and its relation to
religihus  obsersaw e’  Accordinz 1o this statement
there is much 1n the life ¢f 1he metropolis which in-
flnerces adversely Loth ihe faith and morality of Cath-
olics. Amongst  the clergy, and especially those who
are in daily and intimate {ouch with their flocks, there
seems to be a practical coansimsus that in numbers, orga-
nisation, and in spiritual life, the Cathiolic Chuarch in
I'oudon ts stronger in e.erv way than the was twenty
years age. lluman nature and ithe temptations of a
great city are always  with us, and thesgreat problems
of stemming the evils of drink and immorality have al-
ways 1o be faced, hut 1he efforts made and the agen-
cies cmployed are steadily imcreasing, and the results
beceme more bopeful. A priest who has labored in Lon-
don for some forty years, and who has exceptional op-
portunities for forming a just estimate, not long since
expressed his conviction that at no time -in  the past
was the Catholic Church, in her numbers, her agencies
for good-doing, and the moral tone of her members,
stronger than she is to-day. 'The attendances at church
have increased, as weil as the number of churches. At
Westminster Cathedral, which may be taken as a promi-
nent example and regisler, the numbers attending the
services on an ordinary Sunday have been found to aver-
age betawveen four and five thousand, and, what is more
notable, no less than 47 per cent. are men. And  the
other churches have rot suffered any noteworthy diminu-
tion of their numhbers by the affluence 1o the Cathedral.
The services in the churches have also increased. In
Lenten time, in nearly all, 1there are missions and 7re-
treats for men and women and for children, and for var-
ious confraiernities, and in these the great truths of the
Gospel are brought home to ihe people by special prea-
chers. In IIoly Week, hesides ihe- presentments of the
Liturgy, to which, as the great_setting forih of the doc-
trine ard lessen of {he Atonement, the Church attaches
paramount value as a teach'ng and spiritual influence,
there are in nearly all our churches many  devotional
exercises, ard the numbers who devoutly take part in
these acts of religion are certainly as great as, if not
considerably greater than, at any period in the nast.
The number who go to  Confession and receive Holy
Communicn in London during Lent exceeds 130,000, com-
paringt favorably with the numibers which could have
bheen obtained twenty years ago. .

That which is too little gor-luxury is abundantly
enough for mnature. ~ .

It is an eminent mark of wisdom for a man to o
always like Rimself.
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