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Papal chair by Pope Pius X., a most unigue work of
act, both as regards the covers and the interior illumin-
ation and embellishment, has been prepared in the shape
of an address to the Pope jfrom the eclergy; religious,
laity, and children of the dipcese. 1t is in book lorm,
and the style oi covers is what is hnown as monastic
Grolier, being perhaps the finest exemplification of this
ciass of the highest artisiic work ever seen in the
Colony. The task of designing and carrying out the
work was entrusted {o the bindery department of the
‘ Press * Company, and has heen exccuted in 2 manter
deserving of the highest praige. Thé hinding is of old
red Russia, which has a magnificent effect when contras-
ted with ihel heantifully coicred enamels of various em-
blematical designs, which are magnificently worked out,
and have a fine eflect. In the centre of the fromt cover
is a royal purple shield, bearing the following inscrip-
tion—* Address t3 our [loly Falher Pope Pius X., from
‘the clergy, religious, laity, and children of the diocese
of Christchurch, on the oceasion of 1he first visit of
the Right Rev. Dr. Grimes, S.31., Bishop of the ddio-
cese, A.D. 18067 The address and embellishments, beau-
tifully exewuted by the religious of the Timaru Con-
vent,, fill fiftecn Ieaves, which are altached 1o the covers
by fawn calf points. There are alse four photographs of
the exterior of the Cathedral at the opcning ceremony,
and five of the interior, together with an enlarged pho-
lograph of Pope Pius X., and .one of Lis Leordship Bi-
shop Grimes. FEach leaf is most artistically ornamen-
ted round the sides and at the bottom with hand paint-
ings of New Zealand flora and birds, some of the
former being specially beautiful. ‘The covers are lined
with cream watered satin. The address, which will be
specially conveyed 1o Rome, is signed on behalf of the
clergy by the Very Row. Father Le Menant des Chesnais,
8.M., V.G., Deans A. Martin. D. P, Carew, J. C. 0’Don-
netl, and P. Regnault, and for the laity by Messrs. H.
H. Loughnan, E. O'Connor, Felix Campbell, and P. M.
Caiffine. The address will he enclosed in a beautiful cas-
ket of inlaid New Zealand woods. There are 408 dif-
ferent pieces of wood in the cashet, comprising rewa-
rewa (honeysuckle), mo'o (currant wood), ramarama,
puriri, konini, totara knots, and kauri. The work is
verv artistically dene, the design heing excellently car-
ried out. The casket itgell iz lined with silk.

Hokitika

(From an ocecasional correspondent.)

The Catholic Debating Sociely held the first meel-
ing of the session on Tuesday, May 22, when a debate
was held on the guestion, * Should members of local
bodies he paid for {lheir services to such instituiions?’
Mr. James Toomey occupied 1he chair. Mr. W. Cut-
tance spoke in the afirmative, whilst 1ihe nogative con-
tention was supported by Mr. M. Daly. A good many
of the members present took part in 1ihe discussion,
which proved very interesting. The aflirmative side
won on the casting vote of the chairman,

There was an eXcellent atiendance present at the
meeting of the Catholic Literary and Debatling Society
on June 5. Mr. T. McGuigan oceupied the chair. The
question hox formed the programme [or the evening.
Some keen discussions took place on various subjects,
which were both inlerestine and instructive, the junior
members taking a prominent pait.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

-
{From our own correspondent.) ~
June 8,

The Bishop leaves lo-morrow lor Watuku, where he is
to open a new church dedicated 1o St. Aniony on Sun-
day. On the following Sunday he will open 2 new pres-
bytery at Puhei.

The Cemetery Board held its tegular quarterly meet-
ing last Monday evening at Si. Bencdiet's presbytery,
Very Rev. Father Gillan in the chair. It was shown
that during the last three months much work was car-
ried out in Symonds street Cemetery. The paths were
%tarred and sanded, 1he gorse and grass cut down, and
the fences fronting Symonds street and East street re-
paired and two coats of paint put on, the whole costing
about £40. As the source through which revenue is ope
tained iz Iimited, because the cemetcry is -only available
to those who have reldlives buried there, and the old
generation is thinning down, the committee has an up-
hill fight to keep the piace in oider. Under the circum-
stances it does very well indeed.
terson, and Nerheny devote much time and attention to
the work, and this may also be said of the Very Rev.
Father Gillan.

At the close of the public meeling of the Catho-
liecs of the city last Sunday afterncon, over which the
Bishop presided, the following resolution was carried :
-Mr. J. J. OBrien, J.P., moved and Mr. Maurice

Messrs. Larkin, Pat- .

Casey, J.P., seconded 1ihat “ This meeting, representa-
tive of the Cmtholics of the city of Auckland, heard
with feelings of deep regret of the dealh of Mr.
Michael Davitt. His work and sufferings for ihe cause
of Ireland are indelibly writter in the hearts and
memories of the irish race. As members of that race,
far apart from our dear Iieland, we are sad at heart
at the irreparable loss suslained by Mrs. Davitt, her
family, and our counirymen and countrywomen through
the death of Michael Davitt.” The Rishop before pui-
ling the motion spoke in sympathetic terms in regard
to the late Mr. Davilt, and requested Mr. M. J.
Sheahan to forward to Mrs. Davitt the resolution. The
resolution has been sent, as requested, 1o Mrs Davitt.

Very Rev. Fatlier O'Neill, of M:lton, arrived here yes-
terday omn a ‘isit lo his sister, who 1s a resident  of
this district.

His Worship the Mayor of Auckland (Mr. A. M.
Myers) has kindly written a letier to the Motlher CGeneral
of the Sisters of $t. Joseph in Sydpey, in which he
speaks in highly eulogistic terms of the geod work ac-
complished in Awdhland by the Sisters of St. Joseph.
The terms in which the Mavor refers Lo the Sisters’
labers does him infinite credit, and is highly compli-
mentary to the good Sislers of Si. Joseph. The work
of erecting the new brick ccnvent for the Sisters at
8t. Benedict’'s is in a very forward stlate, and will
shorlly be ready tor occupation.

Cn. all sides the Biskop is receiving encourage-
ment in his work of completing St. Patricli’s Cathe-
dral.

Brother Kane, D.8., of the H.A.C.DB.&ociely, re-
turned from the south last Tuesday. 1le visited Blen-
heim, and opened new branches at Ilawerg and Manaia.

Thames

An impressive ceremony (says Lhe ' Thames Star,’
June 1) took place at the Church of 1. Francis last
evening, when his Lordship Bishop Lenihan administered
the sacrament of Confirmation 1o over fifty candidates,
amongst whom were a number of adults. There was
an c¢verflowing attendanve, and accommo.lalion was taxed
to the utmost. The following clergy weee present :—
Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reliy, Very Hev. Dean Hackelt
(Paeroa), Rev. Father HBroomfieid, Rev. FFathers Clune
amd McDermott (Redemptiorist Order), and Father Hol-
brook (Auckland). Ilis Lerdship, previous 1o adminis-
tering the sacrament, catechised the children, and their
prompt response showed lLcw calefully and thoroughly
they had been instrucied. In a simple but direct ad-
dress he urged them 1o guard ihemsclves against {he
temptations that would assail them in their every “day
life and by their good example {c prove 1o othels that
their faith was no idle.boast. 1lis Lordship paid a hiph
tribute of praise and appreciation 1o ihe missionary
work of the Fathers Clunc snd McDermott. He con-
gratulated the parishioners on the possession ¢f a pas-
tor, who was revered and beloved for his probity ‘and
charity, not only in hus diocese, bul throughout New
Zealard—Moasignor O'Reilly.  Ile had worlhuly upheld
ihe honor of the clergy, and was a model for young
priests lo follow. -

A branch of the IT.A.C.B. Socicly was opened al
Manaia on May 31, by the distnicl sceretlary, Bro. W.
bany (Auckland), assisted by Bros. IHickland (Uhrist-

. church) and Landers (Wellingion). The branch bids fair

10 hecome a strong ome, judging by the enthusiasm
displayed. -The followimg are the oflicers for tihe ensu-
ing term :—President, Bro. Chas. Garrigan : vice-presi-
dent, Bro. Francis Mouric ; secretary, Bro. J. J. Ilodg-
son ; ireasurer, Bro. Michael Ryan'; warden, Bro. Jno.

Keneally ; guardian, Bro. (. Hurley ; sick visitors, Bros.
James Bourke and Kavanagh ; branch trusiees, Bros.
Chas. Garrigan, Mourie, and Keneally ; auditors, Bros.

Jas. O'Donnell and Bourke. The branch is to be called
the St. Patrick’s, amd the meeting nights are fixed for
every alternate Thursday.

A highly importint sale of =saluable frechold pro-
perty is announced elsewhere hy Messrs. Mark Sprot-and
Co. That firm, under instructions from Mr. H. Erickson,
will submit for absolute sale on the 27th inst., at Totara -
Fiat the well known Midland Railway Hotel, publig hall,
cottage, stables, and out houses, also spring cart horses,
hacks, traps, harness, ete. The auctioneers in directing
attention to the sale point out that the property is in
the heart of a large agricultural district and within a
few yards of the railway station, dairy factory, ete.
The bumilding, which has eighteen rooms, was erected by
the Midland Railway Company and built on up-to-date
lines. Full particulars regarding terms and conditions of
sale can be-obtained on apnlicalion to:-lhe auctioneers.
They also state that immediate possession will be given
and that the buyer will tale the furniture and stock at
valuation....
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