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Aered the columas of two issues of the Napief * Daily
Telggraph.’ One ¢f the issues emphasises the danger
of hastly and general conclusions and of neglect of verifica-
tion of references, The other fuin'shes gz warning ex-
ainple of the perils of anoaymous wriling. ¢ Anonymity,’
said Dr. Parker some years ago, 'is not modesty,
though it may easily be either impudence or cowardice.’
Few men can resist the temptation of saying things with
a mask upon their faces that tlhey would not dare to
say wilh their jeatures open to the glare of day. In
the case under comsideration, the masked man displays
the noisiness, the bumptious assertiveness, the disregard
for ihe religious sentiments of others, and ihe igteralhce
of his subject, which characterise s0 many of the com-
munications of the worst (lass of the anonymous and
uvneducated know-all in the open columns of the sccular
press. lle reminds us of an apt saying of an author
whose name at the moment eludes our memory : ‘ It is
with narrow-souled people as with narrow-necked bottles
—the less they have in ihem the more noise they make
in rouring it out.’ .

Rousseau, thoigh an iafidel, was atl least a man of
biaing. And h2 had little jatience with those shallow
pseudo-philosophers who were ¢ proud, positive, and dog-
malising, even in  their pretended scepticisin, knowing
everything, proving nelhing.” Here is how, in part, he
¢ sizes ihem up ' — 5

‘ Unler pretence of heing themselves the enly people
cnlightened, they imreriowsly subject us 1o their magis-
terial decisions, and would fain palm upaoit us for t1he
true causes of things the un'ntelligible systems they have
crected in iheir own heads, whilst they overturn, des-
troy, and trample under foot all that mah.ind TevVeres,
snaleh from the aficted 1he only comfort left them in
their misery, from the rich and the great the only curb
that can resirain their passions; tear from ihe heart
all remorse of vice, all hope of virkue ; thev still hoast
themselves benetattors of man ind. * Truth,” ihey say,
*is never hurtful to man.”' T believe that as well as
they.  And the same, in mv opmnion, is preof that what
they teach is not the truth.:

One can respect the intellectual limitalions {hat are
modest. But c¢ne of the chief sublvnary abominations is

the ignorant man who, when he puts a mask upon his
face, fancies

‘e could deep mysieries unriddle
As easily as ttread a needle,’

and who thinks bimsslf licensed to play the Ingersoliian
buffoon on the deepest and most solemn guestiions in the
heavens above and upon the earth beneatl.

Church and Bible

Party legends live long and die hard. There are,
perhaps, still some simple-minded people who believe the
legend that ihe Bible was a sealed book uniil  Luther
accidenially * found * 1t a1l Erfurt one fine day abeut the
year of grace 1507 ! Yet the Venerable Bede tells us
in his ‘ Beclesiastical Ilistory * (1, v., c. 19} that * ac-
cording 1o the general custom’® of his lime (A.D. 6§73-
735} the four Gospels were learned by heart. Apd a
cenbury later (in 825) the eighth Council of Toledo made
the following crdinancs : That ¢ each bichop should, at
stated periods, make a regular inquiry ihroughout his
diocese for the purpose of ascertaining > (among other
things) * whether every priest.could rightly interpret the
Epistics and Gospels, and whether he knew the whole of
the Psalms by heart.’ .

In the preface to his recently published work, ' The
Tradition of Scripiure,’ the Rev. Dr. Barry says :—

‘ The Middle Ages had their Bible on stone, on illu-
minated parchment, in staincd glass. It was delivered
from tle lips of popular preachers, reflected in the
poetry of th= ** Heliand,”” of Dante, of Fra Jacopo, ex-
pounded on 1he walls, gates, and pavements of innumer-
able churches. Tt wag recited in monasteries day and
night, quoted in Parliamenils, rhvmed and sung by min-
strels, so that never perhars was it more universally
Luown,’

* The oldest version in a Western vernacular, though
not compiete, was the Maeso-Gothie of Ulfilas (311-381).
No_ othcr goes back beyond the eighth céntury. - The
eatliest nppear 10 be Qld English—S%. Alulicim ahd Kitig
Alfred {ranslated the Psaltet’; Venkrable Bete the Gos.
pel of St. John; Aelfric the Ientaieuch and  varitus
bov'ts of the Old Tesbament. 'The Gospels were frg:
quently rendered into English. It is certaifi that mak
portions of Sctipture were read in the difiercht Frefich
dialects Ichg before the_comslete frasiatiohs upder 83
Louis IX. (about 1288y and (_”hari'ps V. (died 1386).
Guyars des Moulifs g, e a famous renderitig of the Vul-
gate histérical bboks betweeh 1291-1297. Germally, kb
Frafice afid England, bhad its thyming paraphrases; but
its version of the Goswels was, it would appear, an-
cient, perhaps of ninth century ; while Notker (died
1022) and Abbot William (gi & 1085) were responsiblle for

the Psalms. Between 1200-1500 many partial German
versions saw the light. Dapes, Swedes, Norweélaqs had
their own texts more or less complete, 88, Cyril and

Methodiug founded the Siavi: 1
To Alfcmso V. in 1270 the Spanish versiow is attributéd
by Mariana ¢ ihe first printed Sranigh Bible (1178) fol-
lows a rendering of Bonliaz Ferver (died 14175, brother
of St,  Viticent. The earliest Italian tranhslation af-
cording 1y Sixtus of Sitna, came from 1ihe han E?f
Jarohus de Voracine, author of the Goldeh Legefd,?
and Archlishop of Genon (died 1298 ; {le prifited cbpy,
cdited by Malermi at Verice, 1471, weht through nine
impressions " ‘before 1500. The Hungarians | recejved
Psalms, Bunday Gospels and Episiles sooh aiter theif
conversion ; 1he whole Bitle was done into MigyB: B¥
L. Bathyani {died 1458). St. ITedwep@, Queeh bt Poland,
set on foot a Polish 1Tan¥lalidn towards the end of the
thirteenth century, varts of which s1ill remain, .In the
fifteenth ceBibury Bohemian ccdices of the Scripture wéte
plentiful. After printing was invented, the first German
Bible came out in 1462 ; iwedity oditions of the whole
followed down to 1520 in T pper Germany, four in Lower.
Ninety Plenaria (Sunday Clospels sna Epistles), fourteen
Psalters, two Arocalypses must le added.’

Bible in the ninth centuty,

Multitudes of these 1reasures of piety were burned
or desecrated in the wholesale destructicn of libraries
that accomranicd the Reformation Foth in England and
cn the Continent,  Some were consighed to the flames
as they siood, others helred to fire bakers' ovehs, to
scour candiestieks, to clean bonots, to Wrap grocers', bute
chers', and soap-sellers’ parvels.  Fuller, the hoted Pre-
testant wit, hislorian, ahd divite, says ih his * Church
History * (1. vi, p. 335y : * The Holy Scriptures them-
selves, much as the Gospellers pretetded te regard them,
viderwent the faie of the rest. If 4 book had 4 cEouy
on it, it was condemncd for Fojery, and illose with lines

and figures were interpreted the black arf, and destroyed
for cenjuring.’
»

During the receni cohtroversy in Wellington, we
placed our Church-Council critics with thelr backs against
the wall as regards the foundation of “{heir belief in the
Seripture as their ¢ only rule of faith and conduct.’ In
his ‘ Doctrine and Doctrinal Lisruption," Mr. Mallock,
the well-hnown nen-Cathulic wriler, insists also (p, 76)
thal until our Reformed friends ° can tell® us definitely,
coherently, and fully on what foundation their belief and
their interpretations of the Bible rest, all the emphasis
they expend in asserting their 1i.al docirines is as
meaningless as the crowing of cocls in a farmyard.” Of
the Catholic position, the same writer (p. 79) says:
‘ Slowly, and yet inevitably, the ernturies have wrought
their changes. That old foundation, the Bible, has
ceased, in itself, to be a foundaticn any longer. It
will support no structure, unless something outside {1-
self shall be found which wil] support it. That some-
thing the Roman Church supplied ; and now Reiormed
Christendom is beginning at lsst to find that, for that
something which it reiected and still rejects, it is neces-
sary (o find a substitute.’
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* The publication of an advertisement In a Catholio
paper shows trat the advertiser not only Wesires the
patronage of Catholies, but pays them the compliment
ol seeking it through the medium of their own relighous
journal.’ “So says an esteemed _and wide-awake Ameri-
can contemporary. A word {o the wise Is suficient.
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