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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET

_ Pergant Direciores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet, Apostolica B i
Religionis et Justitise causam promovers per vias Veriiatis el?. Pacis, enedic

Die & Aprilis, 1900.

tione confortati,
LEO XIII., P.M.

. TRANSLATION.—Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the Divectors and Writ
continue to promote the cause of Reh{;ian and Fusiice by the ways of Truth and Peac:.: e7s of the New Zealand Tablet

April 4, 1900.

LEO XiII., Pope.

Current Topics

Thanks!

During aund since our littie  affaire * with the Council
of the (hurches, there has been a splendid increase in
ihe number of ou- regular subscribers in and about Wel-
imgton. And  still they come, in a steady stream. O
Countii of the Churches,

* We can no oiher tnswer make but thanks,
. And thanhks, and ever thanks !’

And, Lihe Goldsmith’s Citizen of the World, we do net
proclaim  ibe obligaticn we owe, merely under ihe im-
pression that it in some meagure cancels the debl. 'Quite
the reverse lo lhe coatrairey,” as Humply-Dumpty says.
The Anarchists

The Furonean Powers thieaten to take off their
coats o.er the anarchist problem. Singly, they may not
achieve the suppression of an evil that burrows like the
wole, 1n the dark, and, li e a diatolical military on-
gineer, 18 for ever consiructng a flying sap against all
that represents autherily and social order. Russia iried
11s hand al 1ihe ovil, and failed. Austria was long ago
madoe too hol for those dark-lantern associations ol as-
sassins. J4lungary drove them like sewer-rats out of
their headguarters in Buda-Pesth. In rabhit-extermina-
t10n or i anarehisl-suppression the best results are ta
he hoped for only from united, similtancous, and sus-
{iained eflort. England, Switzerland, and the United
Statles are, and have long been, the chiel refuges of those
noxious vermin., Half the cenguest of anarchist assas-
sins will be achieved when they have been smoked out
of 1iheir warrens under the Red Cross and the Union
Jack and the Stars and Stripes.

Pius X. to Arbitrate _
From a Home contemporary we {ake ihe following
interesting item :—

¢ Peru and Colombia have signcd an agrcement to
submit to the armtration of Pope Pius X. their respec-
{ive claims 10 the Putamayo covntry.’

Jlere is another ray of hope for ithe wider adoplion, in
iniernational disagreements, of a principle which has for
some yvears been in successiul operation in New Zealand
in 1he malter of frade and industrial dispules. In the
vear of pgrace 1888, the Tsar made his great proposal of
combined disarmament and arbitration. The crowned
and uncrowned heads of States agreed, {he pulpit ap-

proved, and the press solemnly rose and gave a double
dose of blessing. DBut—to use a reporter’s phrase—the
great idea ‘ fizzled omt.” It was slain by sour, dyspeptic
nalional jealousics and suvspiclons and confiicting inter-
ests.  And, instead, the dusarmament scheme became a
plan for greater armaments—for bigger gwns and costlier
ships and barder projcctiles and higher explosives. After
nine years, Europe is still carrying upon its shoulders
an Old Man of the Sea composed of 4,000,000 men whose
trade is war, 2200 ships whose business is destruction,
and it is diverting from reproduciive work (accerding to
Giffen) £328,500,000 in time of yeace. ILSurope is paying
dearly for its whistle—for the luxury of muiual suspicion
which tla’ es the menacing lorm of an ‘aried peace.’ The
medigeval principle of international arbitration will
fecome in ' agamm—when 1he nations gel more civilised.
But we sce hitile prespect of its coming till people's
bachs are broken by the burden of keeping up the pre-
senl cumbrous armamenis, or until they are bled white
by a war of such duration or exient as will take the
fighting fe.er out of their veins for a generation. Then
th~ still small veiece of arbitration will have a chanee
of be.nz heard.

Some Napier Critics

The kind of honesty 1hat won't rob a hcn-roost is
commen enough, But the hind is rarer that makes a
man hesitale about launching grave accusations until
pussessed of compelling or al least sufficient evidence.
Yet, withoul so much as a scrap of any kind of  evi-
dence, the Napier © Daily Telegraph ' has directly or by
nezessary implication fung against the Almighty {he
tharge of having * commanded ' the unjust slaying (that
is, vhe murder) of people in war, and the perpetration
of ‘sexual brutaliites ® uwpen women captives. This is
ore of sundry secondary issues to the main question on
which we have already challenged our Napier contem-
porary. And we hasc talen especial care that our chal-
lenge should reach its desimation. The biblical accusa-
tions—which have been repeated in the ‘ Telegraph' in
coarser lerms by an ancnymous writer—will crop up in
due course. In 1he mcantime, we refier our Napier readers
1o chapters VIII., X., XI,, XII, and XIIT. of Lam-
bert's famous ‘ Notles «n lIngerssll ' {procurable from any
Caiholic boekseller) as ahout ihe best popular exposurs
of the erude calummes that have appearcd in the * Daily

Telegraph.’ .

Dr. Jihison deemed abuse dangerous only when it

was marked with wit or d.licacy. But there is neither
wit notr delicacy in the apuse of the Almighty ihat blis-
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