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The block plan of the main Exhibition Buildings
has nuw ceen desighed, and the total extent of Lromt-
ages proviaed exceeds iour miles. ‘this is exclusive of
tue {rontages provided by tue machinery hall and of the
gailery of the masm Wuildings. ‘' machinery  hapl
ueasures 300 fcet square, and the gallery referred to
lueasures 160U feet in length. The public will, there-
fore, have some idea of the extint of ground and 1he
time it will take fo vigit and inspect {he exhibits.

At the Caihedral on Sunday evening  his Lordship
the Bighop preached for the last time prior to his de-
parture for Home. During his remarks he gave a. retro-
spective review of  the diocese, the supject of his dis-
course generally being a farewell to his people, and he
again referred to the sad oalamity which had hefallen
&an Francisoo. Solemn Pontiicpaj Benedictiop of the

iegsed Sacrament followed, the Bishop tying atterded
by the Very Rev. Vicar-General and Rev. Father Q'Con-
nell. At St. Mary’s, Manchesler street, feeling refer-
enoce to the San Francisco disaster was also made by
the Hev. Father Hickson, and the organist played the
Dead March from *‘ Saul in memory of the faithful de-
parted. .

Before commencing his address at the opening of
the new church at Woolston on Sunday, his Lordship
ihe Bishop spid they had received during the week the
very sad news of an appalling disaster 4o a fair oty
of the United States. Thousands upon {housands had
been plunged into an untimely grave. Their hearts felt
sorrow, and sympathy had gone out to the victims of
this frightful calamitv, and our nrayers for 1ihe dear
dead, many of our'own ¥ith and kin, who without the
slizhtest warning had, whilst in the enjoymeni of health
and strength, bedn hurked into eternity.” At 9 o'clock
on Tuesday next in the Calhedral! there would be a
solemn Mass of Requim for the victims of the awiul
catagirophe. It was somewhat provideniial, continued
his Lordship, that I was not present in  the doomed
city at the very moment of its destruction. I had com-
municated with the ecclesiastical heads of the Church,
as 1s tthe custom, apprismg them of my intention of
travelling, via San Franeisco, and being there at the
time since proved so fateful, from this course, however,
I was persuaded by my friends to delay another month,
The Bishop also referred to the Jesuit Church of St
Ignatius which is reported to he amongst ihe buildings
destroyed,

There was a meeting in the vresbytery, Barbadoes
street, on last Friday evening of the St. Patrick’s Day
celebration committee. His Lordship the Bishop pre-
sided, ard the Very Rev. Vicar-General was present, to-
gether with a fair atiendamce The secretary (Mr. E.
0’Connor) presented the balance sheet of the national
concert given on March 16, which showed total re
ceints to be £1%6, and after deducting expenses, a net
credit balance of £101 10s, which amount the executive
commitiee were »sted tn at once hand over to the Rev.
Mother of Nazareth House for the benefit of that in-
stitution. The ladies’ committee, the H. A.C.B. So-
ciety, and 1he Catholic Clnh wers e=sneciallvthanked far
the interest disnlayed in the disposal of tickets. Hisg
Lordshin the Bichon said he was deenly gratified at the
result of the committee's cfforts, »nd none would re-
ioirce mora at the success achieved than the Sisters
themselves.  Whilrt evpleining that his absence from the
concert was under the cirenmstances unavoidable, he
was present in sentiment, heart, snd desire. Mr. W.
Hoban (chairman of evecutive) exrressed  nleasure  atf
the succe=s shown, and erlocised the exerllent commit-
lee he had at his hack, and esnecially thanked the ladies
for their splerdid  efforts. Om the motion of Mr. .
R. Hart a cordisl vote nf thanks was passed to the
performers for their gratuitous services,

Woolston

(From our Christchurch correspondent, )

The fine new building at Woolston, situated on ab.
out an acre of land which was lately hlessed and dedi-
cated to school purposes, to which it has since been ap-
plied was on Sunday morning last solemaly blessed
as a church also by his Lordship the Bishop, assisted by
the Hev. Father Galerne, priest in charge of the dig-
wirict. The building was originally designed for church
as well as school purposes, and is now fitted up with
all the requirements of the former, a beautifully fini-
shed allar heing the most recent addition. Alter the
dedication ceremony Mass was celebrated by ithe Rev.
Father Galerne. His Lordship the Bishop preached a
discourse on the followine text from the day’s Gos-
pel : ‘ Jesus came and stood in the midst, snd sajd to
them FPeace he to you.’ These words, he said, were
the most applicable with which to ‘agdress them, on go

auspicious an event. A few weeks ago the present beau-
stiful edifice was Hlessed as a school and used exclusively
as such up to fo-uay. A deputatron irom among them
had waited uporn him to have the building dedicated as
a church, and so well had they pleaded their cause, that
he chuld not resist thear appeal. Jzerelofore the few-
ness of priest® and their many doties had to fhim
een the chief obstacte. Alvhough changed from a
school to a church, it would still he 3 school-church.
From time to time the Holy Sacrifice would be ofiered
in their midst; they would  have the Real Prescnce,
which would be to them a reason to rejoice and  be
glad. 1t would be the house of (God—thelr especikl
house. The Church (he said) 'was dedicated to St.
Anne, Mother of the Blesscd Virgin, and particularly
mentioned the munificent genervsity of ore who had pro-
vided the whole outlay on the church building. Spe-
cial' mention was also due to the Very Rev. Vicar-
General and the other priests who had taken so deep
an interest i it, and asked ali these and +the zealous
people of Woolsiion to accept this expression of his
heartielt gratitude. He sheould not he surprised that in
the ocourse of time this would be the centre of a mnew
parish, and they were wise in securing suflicient pro-
perty dor extension when a presbytery, convent, and
school would be necessary.

The Rev. Father Galerne expressed sincere gratitude
to the Bishop for {he great favor he had conferred, and
when the Bishop returned from the Eternal City the
people would sholw they were not ungrateivl. He felt
thatt a lone-felt want had now Heen supplied ; the
church in their midst would draw many nearer to God
‘and iheir relimion. and he the mesns nf inducing . many
to return to the Faith of their forefathers.

Leeston

~ (From our Christchurch correspondent.)
As the resutt of an appeal made 10 the ‘aiholics
of the Loeston parochial district by his Lordship the
Bishop during a recent visit regarding the ralsing of

funds to pay oit the existing llabilitles onr the  Alathe-
dral, the congregaiions of the districts joined forces
on SBaturday, kaster Monday, and Tuesday, and  inaug-

urated a grand Basber carnival with the object of rais-
ing funds. A bazaar was held in the Leeston Athletic
Grounds, and was well attended on all three davs. At
night the grounds were illuminated by eight are lamps,
installed by Mr. A. L. Brown, ot Christchurch. The
stall-holders were —Relreshments, Mesdames I, Holley
and I, Holley, and DMisses Bohan, Duncan, Greenan,
M'Vey, Todd, Cook, and Noonan ; fancy work (South-
Lridge), Mesdames P. Io. M'Bvedy, M. Twiss, and Ri-
ordan ; fruit stall (Southbridze), Miss Riordan; fancy
stall' (Leeston), Mesdames P. O'Boyle and M’Cloy, and
Misses L. O'Boyle, M. (*Bovle, I.. FFay, J. O'Brien,
amd N. O'Brien. Resides the stalls there was a weight-
guessing: competition for a sheep presented by Messrs.
Leahy Bros. (Lakeside), a shooting gallery and various
side shows,

On Iasier Monday his Lordship the Bishop atiended
and was accompanied by the Very Rev. Vicar-General,
Rev. Fathers Richards, Hickson, Mahony, ’Connell, and
Galerne. 1In the afternwon a programme of sports was
got off, under the direction of Messrs, F. J. Holey,
F. Lall, J. F. Donald, J. F. Q'Brien, and R. Young.

The grounds were kindly lent by Mr. Jas. McCor-
mack for the opccasijon. The arranecments were very
perfect, and included an electnic radiator, used as  a
heating apparatus. The elorions weather prevailing
throughout Baster week induerd a large atiendance,
and the excellent husiness transacted was proved, in-
asmuch that when the time for closing arrived most of
the wares exposed for sale were disposed of.

The handscme convent recently erecled for the Sis-
ters of Mercy on the river bank at Koonpgal, was

opened a few Sundays ago by the Bishop of Rock-
hampton.

¢ The publication of an advertisement in a Cafholic
paper shows that the advertiser not only desires the
patronage of Catholics, but pays them the compliment
of seeking it through the medium of their own relighous
journal.’ So says an esteemed and wide-awake Ameri-
can comlemporary. A word to the wise is sufficient.

An important netice to Irishmen and friends of Ire-
land, from the United Irish League, Wellington, appears
elyewhere®in this fssue.,.,

Mr. J. A. O'Brien, merchant tailor, Rosshotham’s
Buildings, Dowling street, Dunedin, guarantees the hest
materials, combined with unequalled style and fit....
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