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malters afflecting the societies were very {ully and ably
discussed. Mcnday s sivting was devoted to considera-
tiom of the * Catholic Maguzine,” and the desirability of
its more frequent appearance was affirmed. Steps are
to be taken to arrange for a monthly issue next year.
On Sunday morning a very edifying sight was presented
ab St. Mary of the Angels' Church, Houlcott street,
where large numdbers of voung men received Holy
Communjon in a body. A special sermon of much force
was preached oy the spiritual dircetor, Rev. Father
Kimbpell, S.M. A Photograph of the delegates, mem-
bers of the club, and friends was afterwards taken on
the club’s tennis court. Brealiast was partaken of at
Searl’s Rooms, Cuba street, where the Rev., Father
O Shea, S M., presided over a gathering of over seventy
young men. Thoe usual toasts were duly honored. On
Sunday aiter the breakfast  the delegates and friends
were driven out to the Trentham Racecourse, - where
luneh was provided. On Sunday evening they attend-
ed the Church of St. Anne's, Wellington South, and
were alterwards entertainrd by 1ihe Hev. Father Ains-
worth. On Monday his Grace the Archbishop was pre-
sent at the conferemce, and delivered a brief address to
ihe delegates. The following officers were clected for
the ensuing year —Patrom, his Grace Archbishop Red-
wood ; spiritual' director, Rev. Father Kimbel, S.1. ;
president, Mr. BE. J. Fitzgibben ; vice-president, Mr. E.
J. Leydon : secretarv and editor, Mr. H. McKeowen |
treasurer, Mr. .J. McGowan * eveculive, Messrs. A. H.
Casey, J. Coyle, P. J. McQevern. The next conference
will be held at Christehverch.  Tne young men are to
be congratilated on the sucergs of their fitth  council,
and it iz to e hoved thot ihe movement will receive
an impvetus that will place our  encieties more in the
forefront of the work of the Chureh.

Wanganui

(From an ocecasional correspondent.)
April 17.

The altar bhoys of St. Mary's  held their picnic
(which was erpanised by Mr. and Mrs, J. K. Hunt) at
Long Acre Valley, apout seven miles from Wanganui,.
‘The usual oul-door games and races were provided. The
principal winners were C. Morgan, J. Robinson, H.
Hunt, and W. Neylen. After partaking of the refresh-
wents, which were loohed after bry Miss Leydin and Mrs.
MeMahon, the boys were driven to Mrs. Hunt's  resi-
dence, wheie they were hosprtably entertained, and
thence they adjourned to St. Mary's Hall, where Mr. H.
Edsen gave a pramaphons entertainment, interspersed
with songs hy Hev. Mather Mahoney, Messrs, S. Stal

ford and L. Loftus, prane  solo by Mrs. Leo Dunflot,
violin solo by  Mr. Horrie Hunt. Brother Virgilius
caused great laurhfer with hig Interpretation  of the

‘ Ghost * seene. The convent orphan children and the
boarders were also delivhted with the evening's enter-
tainment. Very Rev., Dean Grogan and Rev. Faiher
Mahoney, also Hrothers Colman, Virgilius, and Sieg-
fried were present at {he picnie, and were very eher-

gelic In promotling the pleasure of the boys during the
day.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

{¥rom our own correspomdent.)

April 23.

the Sisters of Our Lady of
Sacred Heart High School
were successful 4 at 1lhe Tecent examinations in
musc mn comneciron with the Ioyal Aca-
demy :—Higher division, A. Riordan ; higher division
{singing), M. O’Connor. Lower division, M. Coakley
{distinciion}, Ruby Buchanan and L. Murphy. Elemen-
tary, M. Ryan. )

‘There was a meeling of the committee in connection
with the proposed carnival td aid the Cathedral fund
held on last Wednesday evening. liis Lordship the Bi-
shop presided, and among those present were the Very
Kev. Vicar-General tbe Rev. Wathers Hickson and O’ Con-
nelk. Dhe time hxed for Lhe carmival 1s August of next
yYear. An executive committee will be formed at an
early date, and the lagdy stakl-holders appointed.

A bazaar, sale of work, and the Madden ATt Union
in aid of ihe parochial funds of Sf. Mary's, Manchester
street, were onened on Kaster Monday in the Alexandra
Hall, and confinved until ihe following Thursday even-
ing, when the art union was drswn, The Madden paint-
ings were on view, and made ouvife an effertive disnlay.
Messrs. W. Hayward, jun., and W. Raymond shared the
duties of secretary, and the following ladies were in
- charge of stells '—Fancy. Mrs. W. Hayward. jun., Mrs.
Shanaghan, Misses Dennchy, Shanaghan, Smith, Dgnag-

The following pupils of
Missions of tho

Sullivan, Mrs. Brad-
reireshments, Mrs.

hue, and Gough ; Produce, Mrs.
ford, and the Misses sullivan |
Brick, the Misses lnight and HBrick. A mustcal pro-
gramme was given each evening. The attendance was
good, and the business resul.ing satisfactory. 7The Rev.
Vathers\ Hickson and others oif the clergy took a leen
interest in the proceedings. The principal prize win-
ners in the art union were Mr. A. (. Nottinghath, Mrs.
G. McGowan, Mr. J. Ormandy, and Misg Barnet{, the
remaining prizes'being fairly widely distributed,

On last Monday evening Mr. B, J. Fitzgibbon, pre-
sident of the ¥ederated Catholic Young Men's Socie-
ties, gave an interesting address to members of the
Christchurch Catholic Club. Among ithose present were
the Rev. Father O’Connell and the Marist Brothers’
teaching staff. The president, Mr. J. R. Hayward, oe-
cupied the chair, and duripg  the introductory remarks
relerred in congratulatory (erms to the success of Mr.
Fitzgihbon ; those successes, he trusted, were but the be-
gmning of a pragressive movement among Catholic goung
men and in connection with Catholic matters which would
tend to raise the standard of Catholicism to the plane—
soclally, eduoationaily, and generally~-which it should
occupy in this  Colony, in short, *a power in the
land * by virtue of the sterling  ability undoubtedly
possessed by many of our young men, and displayed
in ar eminent degree by Mr. Fitzgibbon and his con-
frere Mr. F. P. Kelty.

Mr. Fitzgibbon expressed sincere thanks  for the
hearty reception given him, and also intended fer his
friwpd and comrage Mr. Kelly, whose abgence he
apologised for as being, in the circumstances, wuna-
voidablie. He {elt particularly wrateful to the presi-
dent (Mr. Hayward) for the splendid hospitality he
had extended not only towards himself, but to all
his {ellow siudents during their visit to Christ-
church. His (the speaker's) experiences had always
broved the loyalty existing among Catholics. ¥t was
a pleasure to him tc meet the Catholie young men of
any cenire, and as president of the Federated Cathslic
Young Men's Societies, he deemed it a duty and a pri-
vilege t0 meet those of the various clubs and socie-
ties. He realised the vory great inferest manifested by
ihe Catholics of this city “in their success, which he
felt was a reflex of th e same Intercst felt in  them

throughout New Zealand. 'This was a sincere honor
io whl_ch they were fully alive, and he trusted deeply
appreciative. Referring to the recent competitive  de-

bate, he said they  had met foemen worthy of their
steel,' some even ‘wiih previous unbroken records, and as
regards Mr. Kelly, he had never spoken so well before.
After relating some interesting particulars concerning
ihe university life of Victoria College and giving some
side lights on thd #nner workings, he agaim took up the
theme of C(Caibolic combination and co-gperation, espe-
cially in cur refatyon to the clergy, who had t00 much
to do, and for whom we did too NLittle. He concluded a
stirring address by s‘rongly urging as many as possible
to adopt a univers:ty career, and io see to it that Cath-
olics enjoyed a fair share of university life. These insti-
tutions should hot be run hy any one special class, sec-
tarian or atheistic, and one of the best means to pre-
vent this is by the inclusion of a fair percentage of
Catholic siudents. The introduction of anything of the
kind into Victoria College would be strenuously oppo-
sed, and for this reason among others he trusted we
would be always well represented.

Rev. Father O'Connell, in expressine pleasure in mee-
ting Mr. Fitzgithhon and listening to his execllent ad-
dress, said their visitor was evidently one who fully
realised the importsnce of

his, religion. The remarks
they had listened to on university life were to them
welcome, and proved the necessity of study, which
among our Catholic young men was too much ogver-

looked. He was afraid they did not  realise the power
within their kasy reach. AH should make an endeavor
to raise themselves in the estimation of their fellow-
citizens, and to do this a college career was not an ab-
solule essential, He felt that the club would benefit
by the visit of Mr. Pitzgibbhon that evening, and that
one result would be the acquisition of some of the en-
thusiasm of their visitor and his coadjutors in Welling-
ton in the interests of club matters.  Whilst congratu-
lating Mr. Fitzgibhon on the success attained, he said,
although it was the privilere of the few to rise to dis-
tinction  and emirence, still it was in the power of
everyone o advance if only learnestness, zeal, and
energy were exercised.

Brother Basil said he had listened to the late de-
bate with pleasure and proftt. He likened Mr. Ritzgib-
bou to Mr. Redmond, the sreat Irish narliamentarian,
when he had first heard the latter. With recard {0
their puest, he predicted a hrilliant - wiure for him.

Mr. Heenan followed with a few nithy remarks, af-
ter which a cordinl voitel of thanks was accorded Mr.
Fitzgihbon, who suitably replied. -
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