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were situated in Mission street, it'is to be feared thatit had overtaken by the general ruin which vseems, befell everything in that district.On Friday evening (says the Christchurch 'Press'),though busily occupied in preparations for his visit toEurope, his Lordship Bishop Grimes courteously accor-ded an interview to a member of the

'
Press

'
staff onthe subject of the Church of St. Ignatius in SanFran-Soytd ISIreporled t0 be amongst the buildings

lAVhjenIway in San Francisco in 1898, said the
it happened to be the Patronal Feast of the Church offet. Ignatius. The Jesuit lathers asked me to sinePontifical Mass in the church, and Idid so. The churchwhich was situated on Hayes street, was a beautiful? fi» H1?H

1? n? the Cathedral of San Francisco butit deserved to he from the majestic character c theJ?n&H S/ng Pontlfical M*ss on the Feast Day asrequested, and one of the staff of the Jesuit Collegecomposed some excellent Latm verses in my honor. Inthese reference was made to New Zealand, and to mv
rW

r
h T'- Therf a college connected with iZ

and S«^T gg+a Sta/L° f 21 Pr° fess°rs, 12 scholastics?Jnf f
students. After this, Ivisited San Jose, andone cf the professors took me over the Lick Observa-Phf&* IV 6 refeFFeee£ cc to th? museum in Christ-church, which he sa>d he had heard was a very fine oneITie Marist Fathers have aWe parish in sL Fvltci-co, with churches, schools, etc. As these were situ-
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The fire insurance risks amount to £50,000,000. TheBrit/ish otiices are the hardest hit.
The commander of the San Francisco Fire Brigade

stated on Thursday evening that more than two-thuds
oi the city had been destroyed.

It was decided on Friday to dynamite all the resi-
dences on the east side of Van Ness avenue, betweenUolden Gate and Pacific avenues, a distance of a mile.This is the most iashionable quarter.

Despite the dynamiting of a mile of residences onthe east side of Van Ness avenue, the hre spreadto the westward, involving the whole of the mil-lionaires' mansions and the suburbs.
Great guns bombarded the millionaires' quarter forhours, and unsparing destruction was wrought. Even-tually the progress of the fire was stopped.
The Mayor of San Francisco hopes that onefourth of the city will be saved, chiefly the sub-urbs, but the best and richest sections have been

destroyed.
Arrangements have been made to bake 50,000

loaves daily in the undamaged area, also to deliver
daily 10,000,000 gallons of water.

The disaster to the Agnew Asylum is minimised.
Eleven (officecst and a.tte.ndanls w^re killed, and 120
injured. Fifty-five patients were killed, and 130 in-
jured.

Several New York firms have each subscribed
from £20(10 to £15,000.

All cities are viemg, in their contriboit.kms, agid
already 10,000,000 dollars have ke>en raised.

The Hamburg-American line cabled offering a gift
of £5000, but 'President Roosevelt declined the offer
with warm thanks, the Cabinet having decided that
foreign assistance is not needed in view of the
bountiful response made by Americans. The Domin-
ion House of Parliament has voted 100,000dol, and
the San Frafncisco, Carnegie, and Standard Oil
Trusts have each donated 100,000dol.

The Right Hon. the Premier has cabled his sym-
pathy to the President), and has offered to forward
£5000 to thy relief fund, on behalf of the people
of New Zealand.

Catholic Statistics. '
San Francisco is one ol me gre^t archdiocesesof

the cnitea £> uites, anu v is noted ior Uie number
oi its bjuautiiul cnurui^s, Laihoiic colleges, and m-
biiiuies oi chanty, as vie arciiuiocese uoes not
cover a Ikrgq aiea, coiiijjiacauveiy speaking, forming
a strip along the coast Loih nortn and south oi
ban Francisco, and therefore wuhin the zone of the
ternble visitation^ it 16 to Le teared that it has
sunered a loss whicli wih not >Le fully repaired tor
many years, 'lhe present archbishop is me Most
Key. PairicK William Riordan, D.D., who was con-
secrated Coadjutor-Archuishop in1&«3, and succeeded
the late Dr. Alemany in the following year. The
Catholic populationol the archdiocese is nearly 250,000
and as thegreaterpart of this was located in the city and
the adjoining towns, all of which sufiered from the awful
catastrophe, it is to be feared that many hundreds of
our co-religionists have been swept into eternity with
very little warning, whilst num.bers who escaped this
fate have .been rendered homeless, and have lost their
all in the terrible conflagration, lhe clergy of the
archdiocese (secular ami regular) numbered 280 ; chur-
ches, 160. There are 17,000 pupils in \he parochial
schools (boys and girls), 96 students in the ecclesiasti-
cal seminaries, 1700 children in the orphan asylums, 250
inmates in industrial and reform schools, there being
25(,0(00 children altogether under Catholic care. The other
charitable institutiens include an infant asylum, protec-
tory for boys, deaf-mute asylum, three hospitals, home
for aged poor, etc. Among the religious Orders of men
in the archdiocese are the Jesuit Fathers, whese fine
church and college (St. Ignatius') have been destroyed ;
Marist Fathers and Marist Brothers. Franciscans, and
Dominicans'. The Sisiten of Mercy have a Magdalen
asylum, hospital, home for the aesed, and schools in the
city; the Sisters of St. Dominichave a ccnvent, con-
duct an academy, and naveschools in the city : the Sis-ters of St. Joseph are at Oakland, across theharbor.Other religious Orders having houses in the city and
suburbs are the Sisters of Charity, Sisters of NotreDame, Ladies of the Sacred Heart. There were over
300 students in the J-esuit College (St. Ignatius'). Of
the churches. 35 are situated within the city limit.Nearly one-hair of the clergy were attached to thecitr.churches or were connected wrth the colleges,. The staffof the Jesuit College consisted of 25 professors, andthe studpnts lumbered "jver 300.

Of the Catholic news^apprs published in S?n Fran-cisco, the
'
Monitor ' is tho best known and Ihe roostgenerally quoted by its contemporaries. As its offices

(Fromour own correspondent.)
April 21.The All .Nations' Fair has been well patruniseu dur-ing the week. Tc.-night additional attractions in thedST SOme interesunS s.de^hows are (to be provi-

The commission appointed to consider the questionof church music in the archdiocese consists of Very Rev
-r
r'u/ ??nn

H
nedy

A
' Vt"ry KeY" *'ather Power> «cv. /athers1. Walshe, Amsworth, Kirn-ell, and Molloy, and MessrsK. A. Loughnan, M. C. Howe, JS. Umino, and A-Unay-mulhe comm^slon met on Wednesday and Thurs-uay. Them deliberations are net yet puoJic, but Iun-derstand that some radical changes are recommendedlhe Catholic members of the University party whowont to Chnstchurch at Easter, speak in KlowWterms o the kindness they received at the haSds of"»°?S BlSf,Op ,Grimes and the R^. FathersHick-son and O Connell. In fact they everywhere received aSch WSf6 fr° m thf,ir telh"^atholics in Chris

*
church. They are specially indebted 'to Mr Havwardand mergers, of toe , ,Catihtolic Club ffor their, Mn«y te-so^easanl Wa7 *" WhlCh thCy niade their stay

The services of Holy Week were carried out withJ?nP liT\l ceery*y intn th* several parishes. The atten-fin^ for SUgh°Ut Wfre V6ry large> the numbers "SmtSJn veneration of the Cross aflording a mostedifying spectacle. The Rev. Father Herbert SMwho recently returned from Sydney, was master ofceremon.es at Buckle street, and also preached an «l£qiuent sermon At the Sacred Heart BasUica the dis-courses were delivered by his «race the. Archbishop\ en. Archdeacon Devoy, S.M., and Rev. Father O'Reilly;
"ie?n

A/r
W?,dneS-da7last at St- Joseph's, Buckle street

aree number of friends »l their home in Austinf StsgjM--re%e^r(rsrsiSIt
«L « + \>c V .s.

s Pn^«*i pRp'R in st T>a Mole'*Wallon Saturn flaet, ?nd was conHudM On Mond" The"was a pood attendance of delegates, the sevS
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