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The fre insurance risks amount to £50,000,000.
Britush sinces are the hardest hit.

The commander of the San Francisco Kire Brigade
stated on Thursday evening thal, more than {wo-thirds
of the city had been destroyed.

1t was decided or ¥riday to dynamite all the resi-
dences on the east side of Van Ness avenue, between
Golden Gate and Pacihc avenues, a disignce of a mile,
This is the most tashionable gquarcter. '

Despite the dynamiting of a mile of gesidences on
the east side of Van Ness avenuve, the fire spread
to the westward, dnvolving the whole of the mil-
lionzires’ mansions and the suburbs.

Great guns bombarded the miliionaires’ guarier for
hours, and unsparing destruciicn was wrought. Iven-
tually the progress of the fire was stopped.

The Mayor of San Francisco hopes  that one
fourth of the city will bhe saved, chiefly the sub-
urbs, but the best and richest scclions have  heen
destroyed.

Arrangements have Ween made to bake 50,000
loaves daily in the undamaged area, also to deliver
daily 10,000,000 gallons of water.

The disaster to the Agnew Asylum is
Eleven

The

minimised,
officers amd attendanis werc killed, apd 120

injured. Filty-five patients were killed, and 120  in-
jured. .
Beveral New York firms have each subscribed

from £2000 1o £15,000.

All cities are viemg in their contributions,
already 10,000,000 dollars have been raised, )

The Hamburg-American iine cabled offering a gift
of £5000, but President Hoosevelt declined ihe offcr
with warm thanks, the Cabinet having decided that
foreign assistance is not needed in view  of the
bountiful response made by Americans. The Domin-
ion House of Parliament has voted 100,000d0l, and
the San Francisco, Carnegie, and Standard Ol
Trusts have each donated 100,000dol. )

The Right Hon. the Premier has cabled his sym-
palhy to t{he President, and has offered to forward
£5000 1o thy relief fund, on behali of the people
of New Zealand.

Catholic Statistics.

San Francisco 1s one ol e great archdiuceses of
the calteu Sweates, amd 1¢ 1§ nouted ol the bullbir
ol 118 beautiul cuurones, Cadhone colleges,  and -
sLILLLES of challty., ASs e arcleilocese oocs not
GOVEE a leFgy atea, cowparalively speaming, formimg,
a stoip alupg the coast Lodr  north and soulh ot
dan  brancisco, and werefore widnn the zone of the
teriible visitationg 1t 1s to Le tearcd ibay it has
suliered a loss whieh wili not ue fully repaired tor
many years. ‘the present  archbishop 18 ke Most
Hev. Pawricx Wililam Rierdan, D.D., who was con-
scerated Coadjutor-Archueshop in 1853, and succeeded
the late Dr. Alemany n the fol.owing  vear. The
Catholic popuiation ot the archdiccese is nearly 250,000
and as the greater part of this was located in the city and
the adjoiring towns, all of which suRered from the awiul
catasirophe, it is to be feared that many hundreds  of
our co-religionists have heen swept inlo eternity with
very lhittle warning, whilst nymbers who escaped hh}s
fate have been rendered homeless, and have lost their
all in the terrible comnflagration. T1he clergy of the
archdiocese (secular and regular) numbered 280 ; chgr-
ches, 160. There are 17,000  pupils in the parochial
schoola (boys and giris), #6 students in  the ecclesiasti-
cal seminaries, 1700 children in the orphan asylums, 250
inmates in dndustrial and reforn schools, there  being
25,000 children altogether under (‘atholic care. The othen
charitable instituticns include an infant asylum, protec-
tory for bpys, deai-mute asylum, ﬂ}rge hospitals, home
fer aged poor, ete. Among the relipious Orders of men
in the archdiocese are the = Jesuit Fathers, whese fine
church and college (St. Ignatius') have been destroyed ;
Marist Fathers and Marist Brothers. Franciscans, and
Dominicans. The Sistert of Mercy have a Magdalen
asylum, hospital, home for the amed, and schools in the
city ; the Sisters of St. Dominic have a Ccnvent, con-
duct an academy, and nave schools in the city ¢ the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph are at Qakland, across the harbor.
Other religious Orders having houses in the city and
suburbs are the Sisters of Charity, Risters of Notre
Dame, Ladies of the Sacred Heart. There were over
300 students in the Jesuit College (St. Ignativs’). 4
the churches, 385 are situated within the city limit.
Nearly one-hal®h of
churches or were connected with the collepes, The stafi
of the Jesuit Collere consisted of 25 professors, and
the students wwmhered yver 300.

Of the Catholic newsnapers published in S»n  Fran-
ciseo, the * Menitor * is the hest Fnown and the most
generally quoted by its ccntemporaries. Ag its offices

amd

the clerey were atiached 4o the citv.

were sitnated in Mission street, it is 40 be feared that
it lay

{ WnBL overtaken by the general Tuin which, 1.
seemls, pelell everyihing in~ that district.

On Friday evening (says the Christchurch * Press'),
though busily occupicd in preparations for his visit o
baurope, his Lordship Bishop Grimes courteously accor-
ded an interview 10 a member of the ‘Press ' stafl om
ihe subjlect of the Church of St. Ignatius in San Fran-
cisco, which is. reported to be amongst the huildiags
destroyed.

“When I wad in  San Framncisco in 1888, said the
_Bishop, ‘on my way home after havipg visited Rome,
it happened to be the Patronal Feast of the Church of
St. lgnatius, The Jesuis bathers asked me to sing
Pontificat Mass in the church, and I did so. The chureh,
which was wituated on Hayes  street, was a beauntiful
ore. It was not the Caihedral of San Franciseco, but
it deserved to he from the majestic character ¢f the
building. T sang Pontifical Mass on  {he Feast Day as
Tequested, and one of the staff of the Jesuit College
composed some excellent Latin verses in my honor. In
these reference was made t{o New Zealand, and to m
labor here. 'There was a college connected with the
chureh, having a slafi of 21 professors, 12 seholastics,
and 328 students. After this, I visited San Jose, and
one cf the professors took me over the Lick Obhserva-
tory. He made reference to {ihe museum in  Christ-
church, which he said he had heard WAS a Very fine one.
The Marist Fathers have a laree Parish in San Fran-
tiseo, with churches, schools, ete.  As these were situ-
ated in the cenfre of the citr, T am afraid they have
all heen destroved. T visited them when in Ssn  Fran-
cizcn, and inspected 1he varions buildings and schools,
which were splendidly equipped.’

Diocesan News

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

—

(From our own coriespopdent.)
April 21.

The All Nations’ Fair has becn well patruniseu qur-
lng the wevk. ‘U'c-mght additional attracuons 1n the
way of some interesung s.deshows are {to  be provi-
ded.

The eommission appointed 1o consider the gquestion
of church music 1n the archdiocese consisis of Very Rev,
Br. Kennedy, Very Rev. [Father Fower, Hev, lathers
T. Walshe, Aimnsworth, Kinrsell, and Molioy, and Messrs,
R. A, Loughnan, M. C. Rowe, &. Cimno, and A.
Bunny. The commission met on Wednesday and Thurs-
day. Theiwr deliberations are nct yet puplic, but I up-
derstand that some radical changes are recommended.

‘The Catholic memvhers of the University party, who
went to Christchurch at Easter, speak in glowing
tetms of the Kkindness they received at the hands  of
his Lordship Bishop Grimes and the Rev. Fathers Hick-
son and O'Connell,  1In fact they everywhere received a
kindly welcome from their telbow-Catholics in Christ-
church. They are specially indebted ‘o Mr. Hayward
and memMers of the , Caftiohe Club for tiheir kindly Yin-
terest, and for the way in which they made their stay
50 pleasant.

The services of Holy Week were carried out with
becoming ceremony in the several parishes. The atfen-
dgonces {hroughout were very large, the numbers assemb-
ting for the veneration of ihe Cross aflording a most
edifying spectacle. The Rev. Father Herbert, S.M.,
who recently returned from Sydney, was master of
ceremonies at Buckle street, and also preached an elo-
quent sermon. At the Sacred Heart Basilica the dis-~
courses were delivered by his Crace the Archhishop,
;(-]1& Archdeacon Devoy, S.M., and Rev. Father O'Reilly,

On Wednesday last af St, Josenh’s, Buckle street,
Miss M. Carrigan was married to Mr. T. Madden. 'The
ceremony was perfcrmed by Hev,  Father O’Shea, S.M.
Mr. J. Madden acted as best man, and Misses (. Carri-
gan and M, Madden as bridesmaids, After  1he cere-
mony breakfast was partaken of at Gedber's Rooms,
Cuba street, where.a Iaree number of frirnds joined in
wishing prosperitw .and hapriness 30 the bappy counple.
In the evening Mr. »snd Wrs, Carrican entertained... a
larze 1vmber of friends ot their home in Austin St.
n honor of the event. A large nmimmber of varied and

castly presents ~ were received from  all parts of the
Colnnv,
The fif'h annual ernference of the Pedersted (ath.

OIinq‘V’r\u"z Mer’s Snciaties hesan in Qi Patrick’s oyl
on Saturdsv dagt, ond was coneluded on Mondavy, Thera

was a pood attendence of delexates, and  the several
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