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The King's Speechdraught mares, £60 to £*?3 ; mediumdraught mares and
geldings, £30 to £45; aged do, £17 to £30,; upstand-
ing carriage horses, £25 to £35 ; well-matchedcarriage
pairs, £80 to £100 ; strong spring-van horses, £29 to
£35 ;milk«-cart and butchers' order-cart horses, £20 to
£28 ; light hacks, £10 to £18 ;extra good hacks, £20
to £30 ; weedy and agedjhacks and harness; horses, £5
to £8i

The Linen Industry of Ireland

The King's Speech (says the ' Irish Weekly ') con-
tains two paragraphs of special significance to Irish-
men. In the forefront of the Ministerial-programme is
put an announcement that the Governmenthave under con-
sideration plans for a twofold purpose

—
first, for improv-

ing and effecting economies in the systemof -government
in Ireland, and second, 'for introducing into that system
of government

'
means for associating the people with

the conduct of Irish affairs.' The exact schemes by
which tliese purposes are to be.accomplished are not, of
course, revealed. We shall have to wait a short time
before we learn by what means the Governmentpropose
to improve and economise the administrationof Ireland— their first avowed object— and before we learn now the
people are to be associated with the conduct of Irish
affairs. Since the introduction of Mr.' Gladstone's
Home Rule Bills an announcement of this kind has not
been foreshadowed in any Ministerial' programme. We
cannot suppose that this forecast will be allowed to re-
main a dead letter.

There is scarcely a prettier sight in the world thani
a field of Irish ilax in August (says a jwriter in the'
Los Angeles Times '). The stalk grows from 20 to

as much as 40 inches high. The seed is put in the
ground in April. In May the blade is well above the
ground, and in August the bloom appears, as level as if
artificially produced, from end to end of a field, a
bright, deep-blue bell on the top of a vividly green
stalk, the whole top of the field being a sea of bloom,
as the breeze sweeps over the blue heads all swaying on
the tough, flexible, graceful stalks, not waving like
fields of gram, b/ut all swinging in rhythmic time to-
gether, forward, then btack, the blue and green mingling
in the most, beautiful interchange of color. The sight is
one never to be forgotten.

Abeut this time a band of sturdy Irish womenin-
vade the field and each grasping a double handful of the
flax, they pull the stalks out from the roots, clean and
whole. These handfuls are laid out in swaths to dry.
Then the flax is steeped for days in ponds of fresh
water until the fiibre becomes as tough as spun cord. It
is dried once' more, then hackled to get the outer casing
oft the fibre, which lies within as in a pipe.

The North of Ireland is where flax is spun and linen
woven, and Belfast is the centre ol this great industry.
There are linen dealing establishments here that cover
an entire block, bounded on four streets. The buildings
run six stories high. The factories owned by these
firms aro in the country, and here in the city the linen
fabrics coming from the factories are converted into all
sorts cf forms ready tor use.

A great deal of the linen is hand-spun and hand-
woven. The big companies ha\e 1500 to 2000 hand
looms let out to the cottagers in the country where
tablecloths, napkins, and other fabrics are woven. The
pay rolls of these factories will carry 25,000 names and
upwaid.

The linen exported veal by year comes to 160,000,000
yards Thiq would make a girdle for the earth at the
equator three yards wide. There are 900,000 spindles at
work, and 32,500 power looms. There are 70,000 per-
sons in Belfast employed in the various branches of the
industry. The value of the products amounts to
£8,000,000.
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An advertisementwith reference to the additions to
and alterations in( 'the train arrangements for the
Easter holidays appears on page 30 of this issue....

Messrs. Louis Gille and Co., of Melbourne and
Sydney, have placed a new triple photo-picture on the
market, paiticulars of which will be found in advertis-
ing pages....

Mr. A. W. Hendy, toilet specialist, Princes street,
Dunedin, calls attention to

'Kolore,' which, it is
elaimeel, will transform grey hairs into brown and
black. It is not a dye but an invigorating com-
pound, and is sold under positive guarantee....

The Dominican Nuns, Bluff, remind holders of books
of tickets for their art union that the drawing of
prizes will take place on September 8, when a
bazaar will bfe held, both events being for the pur-
pose of assisting in reducing the heavy burden of debt
on the ccnvent....'

The publication of an advertisement in a Catholic
paper shows that the advertiser not only desires the
patronage of Catholics, but pays them the compliment
of seeking it through the medium of theirownreligious
journal.' So says an esteemed anid wide-awake Ameri-
can contemporary. A word to tihe wiseis sufficient.

BLIGO BROS.,
Members Dttnedln Stock Exchange,

STOCK EXCHANGE BUILDINGS, PRINCESSTREET.
STOCK & SHAREBROKERS, MINING EXPERTS

InvestmentStocks aSpecialty.
Telegbams "SLIGO," DUNEDIIT.

■I 1)1 ( lAir l ataiiT GOLD MEDAL ST. LOUIS EXHIBITION.Hancock's Imperial ALE and STOUT. BottomAuckland.
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Horses Cattle Pigs
Sheep Poultry &c.

B*^- ONCE TRIED, ALWAYS USED -"&

'THORLEY'S FOOD is a Condiment for all stocj[
and must be usedin mixture with the ordinary food.

Thorley's Food has a reputation for the past 47 years
among the leading Horse-owners, Cattle-breeders, Pork-
raisers, Sheep-breeders, and Poulterers of Great Britain
and is the finest preparation made for fattening cattle,
putting horses into good condition,andmaking fowls fit for
exhibition,etc.

PRICES OP THORLEY'S POOD:
Is per lb. 28 lbs at lOd per lb

56 lbs at 9d per lb. 112 lbs at 8d per ft

NIMMO & BLAIR,
Agents for Otago.

REMOVAL NOTICE.
HAVING PURCHASED THE TAILORING BUSINESS so

successfully carried onby Mr. W. ILE3, at 79 PRINCES
STREET, DUNEDIN, Iwill thank my own Customers to Note
the Change of Address. Ialso assure the Customers of the
late Firm that nothing will be wanting on my part to merit a
Continuance of the Patronage bo liberally bestowed on my
predecessor.

Yours faithfully,
THOS. JENKINS.

THANKS.
With reference to the above,Ihave to THANK MY CLIENTS

for their Patronagedaring the number ofyears thatIhavebeenin
Business in Dunedin, and trust that they will accord the same
hearty support to my successor.

Iam, yonrs faithfully,
WALTER ILES.


