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Paeroa

There was A very large gathering of children at St
Mary's on Si. Patrlck's Day (says the ' Paeroa  Gaz-
glte’). ‘the number of children atvending  1his year
was considerably imcreased by ihe large conlingents
that came 1a special  reserved  carriages by the early
irains from Waikno, Owharova, and harangahake. Punc.
tually at 10 a.m. the procession lelt the church and
proceeded te Br. W. G. Nocholls’ ground, where the
of sporls ywas arranged, including races lorT Lioys and
preme and sports weie Leld, An excellent  programine
girls, Jumping, cte.

Before leaving ihe grounds Dean Hackell summoned
all the cluldren together and congratulatied them on hav-
ing come)in such large numbers Lo the picnic. The'Dean
called tor three hearty eheers for Mr. W, Nicholls, who
hindly gave thd use of s grounds, also fotv -‘L_!l who
subscribed or gave prizes for ihe sports.  Special men-
i1ion was made of Mr. Ilarms’ medal and {rophies given
by Messrs.  Uibsonband Monarty.  Cheers were al.s‘o
given for Mr. A. Casey (Ilamlton), Mr. T. Gawnin (Te
Aroha), Mr. Martin {Martinville, Mercer), Br. K. Brovs‘n
and Mr. J. Barreti (Rotokohu), Mrs. Lachwood (IPurri}
and others, who hindly forwarded cases of frmt, elc,
for ihe pienic Dean Facketl alsn expressed his thanks
to the Railway Deparimeni fcr having provided reser-
ved carriages for the vistting chldren on a public  holi-
day, and hoped the same ccneession would bhe made next
vear, when the (fatholie cluldren from Wailu and Thames
would assemble here with theose of Waikino, Karanga-
hake, and Paeroa 1o take part in the annual demonstira-
1inon on St, Paivick’s Day.

In the carrving out of tlhe sports programme ihe
fstlowing; ghnilemen rendered valuable assistance: Messrs,
Cinenan and Dayvidson (Paerea) and Blessrs. J and T
Wall (Karangahake).

Presentation to Father 0’Sullivan at Wanganui

&
g

st Mary's Hall, Wanganul {sa3s a lpcal paper) was
clowaed ob Wednesday e.onililg, siatch 2L, oonolue occas
alon uL the social tendered o the Res. Father O75ul-
lvan by the Catholies @i Wanganu..  The Lall had
peen  tasteluliy vecorated wiln lags and evergrecns 1ot

the  oceaston. fhe  Rev. Dean  Glogan  presided,
and ihe Hev. Father MeDonald  (Wanganui), Rev.
Father AMcGrath  (Patea), and Very ey, Jratber

Murphy (Victona) were also present, hesides a number
ol non-Catholic gentiemen The  following programile
was presented —Uhoerus, St AMary s Cholr, song, A,
G. MeCulloch , doet, Mesdames  Lloyd and  Lebatlt
wola. Mrw. Mechan AL tne  conclusion  of the fourth
tens of the programme \ery Hev. Dean Grogan ad-
dressed the audience 1n an able  and cloguent speech.
lle referred to the many good  qualilies ol Father
O'Sullivan, and to 1he constlentiious and ahle mapner
i which he had always discharged the dutics of his
wacred oMee. He said that the large atlendance there
thal evenimg was cvidence  of the  esteem an whieh
Faiber O'Sulhvan was held by the peeple, and he took
il to be 5o because Father O'Sullnan had been a good
and  zealous priest and a riend 1o thie people. 1o
{the Dean}y also participated 1 the good Iocimg‘ and
egfeem wineh the people mamfested  lowards l'jath('t
O'sullivan, and he felt sure that af over he (Father
O’Sulitvan) came amongslt thom agan al any time he
would be heartily wetcomed. In lact, he was sure ithat
they would prefer a welcome Lo Father ('Sullivan than
to be wdding him farewell,  The Dean concluded by
calling upou the sreretary, Mr. Dennchy, 1o read lhe
fellowing address :—

Reverend Deal Father,—On ibe eve of your depar-
{ure, we, the Catholies of Wanganui, desire Lo CXpress
the 'clvep regret we feel al your renoval [rone outr
midst., During the iimc you have been amongst us you
have endeaied yoursell to all by your zeal in ihe dis-
charge of ihe duties of your sacred calling, and by
vour genial wanner and the hindly interest you have
ever ilahken in all ihat pertains to the welfare of the
peaple.  The affection also ! the children of the par-
ish {lestifies to 1he active interest you have ever taken
in their advancement and in the cause,ol Calholic efu-
cation. If al any futurc time it should please Al-
michtiy ©od to arain place you amongst us, We assure
VD‘; {hat vou will receire from us a heariv welcome.
As a small token of our aficciionale vegard, we heg
vou 1o accept the accompanying purse ; and, in hlfl-
ding vou farewell, we pray that Almizghty God, in His
paodness. may cver kless you and may long preserve
you to lahor in ihe cause of our holy religion.

Signed on heball of the Catholies of W:memn:—WI.
Grogan, P.P., Dean (Chairman), Thomas Lloyd (Treas-
urer), Michael Dennehv (Sceretarv).

At the conclusion of the reading of the address Mr.
Lloyd handed Father O'Sullivan a purse of sovereigns.
Master Charles Morgan, on behalf of tihe allar boys,
re_ad an address, which was accompanied by a suitable
gift. The address was signed by Masters Charles Mor-
gan, 8. Stafiord, and Joseph Hobinson.

_ On_ rising to reply Father O'Sullivan was greeled
with loud and prolonged applause 1o a feeling and
earnest speech he thanked those who had been instru-
mental in getting up the presentation. Ile referred to
the high compliment paid to him by the large atiend-
ance there ihat evening, and to the fact lhat many
amongsy the audlenee were not of the same religion as
himself, Father O'Sullivan said that i the Archbishop
woere 1o offer mum lhe hest posilion in the diocese he
would rather remain in Wanganui than accept the of-
ler. He concluded by thanking warmly those who had
contributed items 1o 1he musical programme, and also
the ladies who had so hindly provided the refreshments.
Father O'Sullivan  was frequently applauded in the
course of his reply.

Refreshments were then banded round by the ladies,

On the previous cvening the children attending tho
Catholic wchools, 1ogether with 1he Sisters of St.
Joseph, assembled in the Sacred Heart schoolroom,
which had been tastefully decorated for the occasion.
A concert under the dircclion of the Sisters was given
in honor of TFather O’Sullivan. During an interval in
ihe programme, Miss Annie Sullivan read an address,
which had neen beautifuily lluminated by one of 1he
Sistlers

Tfather O'Sullivan replied in a fccling and  earnest
speech, thanking the children for 1heir Lkindness in
making the presentation, and assuring them that where-
ever he might +¢xa he would always remember with
gratitude the enildren of the Waneanui schaools.

Death of Father Mulvihill, Gisborne

>

( By telegraph from our Auckland corrcspondent.)

Father Mulvilnll, parishk priest of Gisborne, dicd on
Friday night. lle was born at Tarbertl, kerry, Ire-
land, in 1867, and educaled at Killarney and May-
nooth colleges. He was ordained in 1842 by the Most
Rev. Dr. Walsh, Archbishop of Dublin, and went 1o
Edinburgh, where he labored at St. Patrweh’s and also
acted as chaplain to the late Marquis of TGute. In the
end of 1895, owwng 1o failing healih, he was com-
pelled to relinguish his dutics, and came out to New
Zealand. He arrived in Auchland the vear afier tho
death of Bishop Luek, and was appomtied curate at
the Cathedral, whgre he labored for two years. Ile
was appointed parish priest of Gisborne in 1898. The
‘ (nishorne Times ' of 21th st , said : * Rev, Father
Mulvshill passed away after a proilracted illness dur-
ing whichk he suffered much pain, which he bore with
greal fortitude. For many years past he had been
poorly, and al one time Jeit (nishorne for a period in
the hope ol a change being beneficial, but he [ully
acknowledged that he was glad to relurn te his old
home in Gisborne, and bemng granted assisiance in  the
work of his chureh  he steadiastly remained at his
post until he became oo weak o continue. [Ois saint-
Iy dife was an example to all, and while the mem-
bers of the Church must keenly feel the loss of this
greal and good mam, ke feeling of deep regret  will
be shared in Wy members of all denomina#ions. Ife
was ever of a retinng disposition, but be was gifted
with a magnelic influence and persuasive eloguence,

that gave him a great nfluence over all with
whom he came in  contact. He bad a most
kindly and self-sacrificing mnature, and a firmness

in earrying out his dutics, and inspired by the most
generous disposition he was a pguide, counsellor, and
friend, a masterly schelar, and an able preacher, re-
vered by old and young alike. His death can hardly
come as a surnrise, owing to his crilieal condition for
some tlime past. He had faithinlly fulfilled the work
set him bv his Master and ihe end was peace. He
was rational till the last. In every respect he justi-
fied ithe confidenre placed in him. Te was a man of
remarkable abilities. Failing health affecied him for
vears, hut he bravely and ardenily avnlied himsel; to
the work of the Church, and commanded {he respect
of all."!

Rev. Father Ruckley, of Porsonby parish, is a re-
lative of the deceased priest, and lived near him at
Home, and by the mail Iast Saturday he wrote the
sad news to Father Mulvibill's parents. In Auckland
the deerest regret is experierced at his loss.

The funeral, which took place on Mondav Jast, was
the lardest seen in Gisborre, all the hvrsiness places
being closed as a mark of respect to the memory af
1ihe dceeased priest.—R.LP,
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