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PRINCESS ENA: AN AUCKLAND TIRADE

S —

GOODLY dose of soothing syrup would pro-
bably be about 1the bhest preseriplion to
offer to the excited cleric who (as 1cporied
by the ‘' New Zealand Herald ' of March 17)
disgraced the Anglican puipit of St. Mark's,
Auckland, with an evil-tempered atiack upon
‘ Princess Ena ' and * the Church of Rome.’
From such a quarter, Catholics were entil-

led to hope for belier things. DBut in substance and in
style, the preacher fell down 1o ihe level ¢ his passing
role—a role that roguires no more hnowiedge or brain-
power or literary ability than is found upon the street-
corner or the Orange platform. It is casy (according
to an old pamphlet of 1618) ' to pray, cr rather prate,
by the Spint, out of a tub, against the King.” And,
says Dr. England, ‘a person necds no cilher gualifica-
tion {¢ write against the Roman Catholie religion tihan
{o be so disposed ; and {he abundance cof 1be spirit be-
comes maniiest in the vehemence of the phraseolcogy.
Eattla attemtion noed ke pald te faeis, circumstances
need not  be examined, mor is it always necessary to
have regard even lo probability itself.” The direct at-
tack upon 1hie Cathohic Church, and the necessarily im-
plicd ¢nslaught on the Sopremwe Head of his own faith,
were marked hy wild * vehemence of phraseclegy,” and
by a lack of knowledge, of good manners, of justiwe,
and of dehberatron in statement that reflect the utmost
discredit upon one who professes to be a minister of
ithe Gospel of Christ.

*

We pass by, for the present, the elegant grimaces
which the preacher made at * the Romanr Church,’ and
the question-begging epithets which he applied to its
ritual as ‘sensuous '’ and ‘ gratilying to the depraved
iaste ol a decadent civilisation.’ T{ere is his reference
to 1ihe Princess Ena —

‘ The Reformed Churches. acquiesce  with
scarcely a protest in the delilieraie, formal, and public
renunciation of her faith and her baptism by a Princess
of the blood royal, 1n order to contract a marriage
alliance wilh the Sovercign of a country that has heen
conspicuous for religious bigotry, intolerance, cruel and
ruthless persecution. There has been no more {errible
evidence' of the decay of sturdy faith and patriotism in
the British prople. We, with all our boasting, are
fain to sirengihen cursclves by a treaty with a heathen
nalion, and an alliance with 4 nation that has falien
by ignorant supcrstition.’

The preacher (who seems to he on button-holing
terms with the Almighty) assured his hearers ihat the
marriage and oconversion 'of Princess Ena are * in con-
flict with ithe will of God." The American workd is
blessed with the Second Flijah—the * Prophet' Dowie.
Auckland has given fo us the Second Jeremiah. And he
has taken down his harp and prophesied that ilhe * re-
sult’ of the Spanish maich will be ' disaster,” that the
* disaster % will be a ‘ catastrophe,” and that thd ¢ catas-
trophe ' will be something particularly ! signal and
terrible. We are not informed whether the coming
cataclysia is to be German measles, or cholera morbus,
or tihe seven plagues of Egypt or the crack o' doom.
Such portentous predictions are, no deubt, very com-

forting 10 some minds. They are a saleiy valve for the
supcrheatled steam of religious and party passion, when
it has reached dangerously high pressure. And  they
require LiVtle mental horse-power, and are cheap ‘and
easy—and harmless. Gkl Macre's office-boy grinds them
out annually like ihe shelling of grecn peas.

*

In the whole course of 1his hypocrilical agitation,
we have come across no more ill-manncred attack upen
ithe Princess Era. Her conversion (says this northern
apostle of sweetness and light) is merely a means io a
social end, 1o wit: ‘a marriage alllance with the
Sovereign ’ of Spain. Now, the ¥Frincess Itna's change
of faith is a matlter personal 1o herseli—a matter bel-
ween her conscience and her Crealor.  And the Catlholic
Church demanded and received Irom her, solemn assut-
ances that she was led 1nto the Qne Fold by the clear
and vindly light of firm and true conviction. Short of
clear and cogent evidence to the coutrary, the solemn
pledgo made Uy 1his worlhy young scion of a rcyal
house must be deemed to be in full harmeny with the
inmost feeling) of her soul. ‘ Knew thysclf,” savs the
old Greek [warming. Which atlater pocd rendered thus —

“This femous ““dtmow thyself,” it does but say .

" Know 1lune own business '’ in another way.’
The Auchland Solon would hate been much more profit-
ably occupiled 1n hnowing and minding his ewn business
than 1n assunving towards Iina of Ballenkerg ihe role of
the Almughly—ihe Searcher of hearts.  With an  im-
pertinence and a mcddlesome mmdelicacy which 11l become
the cloth he wears, he intrudes into the privacy of her
heart and conscience, he  sits in judgment upon  her
inmost thoughts and motlives. DBy necessary implication
he, in efieet, declares that she is selling her soul for a
diadem, and ihat she is guilty of coarse-grained world-
hness, callous decert, ;and public hypocrisy. e rails
al * the Reformed Churches ' Jor not having scen ahoud
preventing  this f albiance.”  And (being on hobnohbing
lerms iwith the Deiiy) he confidently promises—as .ihe
‘result ' ol the Spamish union—' disaster * and a name-
less ‘ecatastrophe’ of a ‘signal and terrible’ knd io
the British nation.  The preacher clearly expected King
Idward VIL to play the autoeral and fanuly {yrant,
and prevent  the Prweess IZna (his nicce) fellowing her
womanly affections 1o a unton with her pious and manly
yonng royal Jover, and her conscienee inte  the Old
Faith of her fathers.  And King idward’s failure {o
play {lus 1gnoble role 15 ‘& lernible evidence of  the
decay of sturdy faith ard patiiotism * ! The prea-
cher’s ideas of * sturdy fatth and patriotism ' spell, in
big leiters, tyranny over the individual conscience, One
scarcely expeeils so frank an avowal of inlolerance from
ono who professes 1o damn inlolerance to the nether
pit But the sweet jewel, consistency, seldom adorns
the biows of those who go to the pulpil as Mrs. Brown
wenl to the play—with ' an erratable temperature.”
*

Princess Tiea is, from the religicus poinl of view,
marrying above her. She s leaving the turmoil of
five hundred conflicting seets for the peace of the Fold
that 15 one  and undivided. Bui  who authorised the
Auckland aszailant of the young royal lady to act the
Almighty Searcher and Judge lowards her‘conscience ?
The reverend preacher of St. Mark's, Auclland, stands
by the fright of private judgment’® in matlers of faith,
On what 'grounds does he deny that ¢ right® {o Iina of
Ballenherg ?  And why is he not afire at the recollec-
tion 1hat the Wrother, sisters, and cther relatives of
King Edward VI[. made a ‘deliberate, formal, and
public renunciation of their faith * when they jcined the
Greek and Lutheran Churches ?  Where were his * siurdy
faith and patriolism ' when ihese things came o pass ?
And  what ‘disasters’ and ‘' calasirophes ™ befell the
British nation as ihe ‘result’® of these * conflicts with
the will of Geod*? And on what principle of consis-
tency or commaon-sense dees he, in the same Tbreath,
decry religious intolerance and deny religious tolerance ta
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