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(From our own correspondent.)

Dublin, January, 1906.

For a whole month we lave read elections, talked
elections, thought cleclions, breathed elections : nothing
else has been 1n the air to breathe, so that 1t 15 now
a comfort to have the atmosphere free of them and
minds at rest as to resulis.

In England the excitement has -heey intense, while
the upheaval brought about by the swing of the pendu-
lum s almost unprecedented in Parliamentary history.
But all the hubhub makes very litile difference here in
Ireland where, as far back ag my memory of politics
goes, there has been but one ruling idea, one purpase
amongst the mass of the people, come Tory, Whig,
Liberal, Conservative, what not: *‘ Who's goung to let
us mind our own business‘?’

This idea has, as of course you knew long ago, re-
turned 83 Home Rule members to Parliament and 2¢
anti-Home Rulers, the latter including twe from Dublin
Universily. This is the whole General Election worlk,
as far as Ireland is concerned,

The Elections were tamc, very tame. The days of
O’Connell and Vesey Hitzgerald, cracked heads and fac-
tion fights are gonce for ever, and with them, somehow,
all the wit and fur of old election times in Ircland.
The candidates; of rival politics and the voters of rival
Home Rule or Orange colors are as sweet and polite to
each other as if they were not in deadly earnest at
all ; all  the hard  knocks (and ihey really are not
many) are given on paper, and it is no longer worth
a man’s while to make a bitter hut witly joke at his
opponent’s c¢xpense.  Business is business, and the Irish
electors just vole a5 they bave done now for a genera-
ilon, let partres change ang play sec-saw as they will
in England.

The Late Chiel Secretary.

After West Belfast, which Mr. Devlin wrested from
the Orangemen of that eity, the most interesting con-
lest we have had was that in South Dublin, where a
bitter Orange faction whipped up cvery power Uniomism
could muster  to insure the election of Mr. Walter
Long, late Chiel Secretary for Ireland, a man who was
rejected by three constitucncies in England and whose
brain-power may be gauged by the too truthful want of
tact shown by him in an clectioneering speech made by
him in Dubhn when addressing a Unionist audience @ ¢ 1
am not,’ he said, * ashamed 10 confess that T found, dur-
ing my terure of office, nct alone that there were in-
teresting problems to be solved, but that to live in
Ireland, as the Minsierresponsible for the Government,
was Lo spend a very pleasant and agreeable time. 1
do not wish to blow my own trumpet—but while I man-
aged to do a good deal of work, I also managed to get
a great deal of fun, and I regret very much ihat I am
no longer aljle to follow!an Irish pack of hounds or te
travel over Ireland and meet Irishmen in various con-
ditions and positions in society and spend, as I have
spent, many pleasant days and evenings. As Chijef
Secretary I have had the privilege of enjoying a de-
lightIul residence 1n the Phoenix Park ; it has  been
my privilege to have sumpluous apartments in Dublin
Castle ; it has been my privilege, and a very impor-
tant one, to draw a very fatl salary out of the Im-
perial revenue as Chiel Secretary.’

Mr. Long's candid definition of his idea.of a Chjef
Secretary's duties in Ireland, 1n return for a delight-
ful residence in the Phoenix Park, ete., did nat hinder the
Dublin Conservalives {rom voting for him to a man and
returning him by a large majority. -

The principal matler to be noted in these General
Elections, as far as they regard us, is that before and
during the fray in England and in Ireland the Clonser-
vatives hammered at one assertion, namely : that cvery
man who voted for a Liberal candidate, that eVery Iman
who voted for Sir Henry Campbell-Banuerman gave
a vote for Home Rule in Ireland, and a fortnight ago
the * Times® wrote : ‘Let there be no shadow of
doubt about it, Home Rule is an issue of the General
Election of 1806.°

Now, we are told that what is logically plain  to
every mind must be true, ergo, as, after such an appeal,
the English electors have returned such a vast major-
ity of Liberals to Parliament, it must follow that they
have returned them in order that they may give Ire-
land ITeme Rule. Yet we all know well that it is not
so; we know that the English have voted Liberal be-
cause they want free food ; because they are sick of

ihe Minisiry that made the South Alrican War, and be-
cause they love to play see-saw and are tired of Con-
servatism ; they want change, in fact. But, be 1ihis
as it may, the MHome Rule herring failed to draw, nei-
ther did it provoke any sipgn of disapproval.

A Sad Event.

there was one very sad event at the election for
North ‘Galway, where Colonel Nolan was opposed by a
Mr. liggins, a Nationalist. Just belore the close  of
ihe pell, Mr. Fliggins was taken 1fl, and a few minutes
after the Sheriff had proclaimed him elected by a large
mglority he expired. The incident, so stirikingly il-
lustrative of the vanily of human ambition, the awful
nothingness of werldly things, made a deep impression
on the public.

Revival of an Old Industsy.

An effort is about to be made towards ilie revival of
a once flourishing trade in Ireland, that of glove-mak-
ing. Fifty years ago there were in Cork alone 500
glovers and 40 master-glovers : to-day lhere isi one mas-
ter-giover who employs just a few hands in his fac-
iory. And yet, the articles produced by this factory
are quite egual to anylluing we get from France:
they are durable, fine in quahly, well cut, and no
dearer 'than the same class of loreign gloves. It is
hoped that means will be found to bring back the old
prosperily to the trade by once again tecaching the coun-
try people t¢ value and care their gaats and to  pro-
perly flay and preserve kid shins, by opening workshops
for the various processes ‘ol the glover’s trade, and
last, bul not least, by encouraging the sale and pur-
chase o the home-manufactured article. The matter
is being taken up by a prominent member of the Board
of Technical Instruclion, so 1ihat yrobably some State
aid may be at Grsti fortheomung for preliminary  en-
couragement and help.

In days gone by, ‘fairings’® were a great custom in
Ircland, and a favorite fairing for gentlemen in Coun-
ties Limerick and Tipperary 1o bring ic their lady ac-
quatniances was a pair of Lamerick gloves. Thesewere
marvetlously fine chameis gloves ; so fine, in fact, that
they were sold enclosed in a walnut shell, tied with a
trua lover's knot of pretty rimand. The contents of
the litile walnut cost five shillings. I happened to
possess  1wo pairs of these now rare gloves, and it is
through 1ilis fact becoming hnown that 1 have learned
that the old industry is again to he fostered.

Prcturesgue and Iistoric Old Dublin

is [asl disappearing, at least the picfuresque ang his-
teric  parts associated with the old city that grew
around Chust's Church, the Castle, around St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, the Iamous * Clogse ' where Dean Swifl was
in by-gone days a fannliar figure; Patrick street, the
Coombe, the cenire of our once famous tabinet, or
lrish poplin, weaving, Kevin streel, where Curran and
s “Monhs of the Screw * held revel ; Fishamble
strect, in  whose theatre, Handel produced his great
" Messiah ’——all these classic localities fell so low, grew
80 poverty-siricken, that—though picturesgue in  very
truth, from  guaint architecture and the vivid coloring
given by innumerable old clothes shops—the iotlering
gables  became a danger 1o their swarms of inmates,
and the red, blue, igold, white, violet, green, all‘colors
and shapes of draperies thal hung out and futtered on
the breeze gave a disease-Jaden odor to the zephyr that
came along, walled from the Liffiev. And so, in spite
of 1he sighs of arlisiic-souled citizens, who lived far
from ihe scenes and only came now and then.to revel in
the scenie ; in spite ol the sighs and real heart-burn-
ings of the denizens of tihe old houses, it was decided
by the modern improvement men amongst the City
Fathers that ilhe picturesque must go, must give way
to soap and 'water, baths, smalt parks, model lodging
houses, and all the rest of it, and going it is, with a
vengeanee.  Yes, wilh a venegeance, from the hordes of
the very poorest ol the poor iraders who catered for
their hind on * The Stone Counter ’ (the flags oftPatrick
street), on which goods of every kind were laid out
and sold by general auction on Salurdays—a rare sight
too. Whither the poor souls thus rooled and routed
out have slunk away to I have asked, but, so far, can-
not find out; but T pity them. And I sigh, too, for
the picturesque, the gaudy rapgs and tatters that made
my sireets in Cairo of old St. Palrick’s street, Wine-
tavern sireet, and so on,
M.B.

COUNTY NEWS

CLARE —Death of an ex-Asylum Official

The dcath is reported of Dr. Richard Phillips_Gel-
sten, aged sixty. Deceased was Superiniendent of Ennis
Asylum, and resigned in 1899 on pension.
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