
(From our owncorrespondent.)
Dublin, January, 1906.

For a whole month we have read elections, talkedelections, thought elections, breathed elections : notlunuelse has been in the air to breathe, so that it is nowa comfort to have the atmosphere free of them andminds at rest as to results.
In England the excitement has -been intense, whilethe upheaval brought about by the swing of the pendu-lum is almost unprecedented in Parliamentary historyBut all the hubbub makes very little difference here inIreland where, as far back as my memory of politicsgoes, there has been but one ruling idea, one purposeamongst the mass of the people, come Tory WhigLiberal, Conservative, what not :

'
Who's going to letus mind our own business'?

'
This idea has, as of course you knew long ago re-turned 83 Home Rule members to Parliament and' 20anti-Home Rulers, the latter including two from DublinUniversity. This is the whole General Election workas far as Ireland is concerned.
The Elections were tame, very tame. The days of0 Connell and Vescy Fitzgerald, cracked heads and fac-tion fights are gone for ever, and with them, somehowall the wit and fun of old election times in Ireland'Ihe candidates; of rival politics and the voters of rivalHome Rule or Orange colors are as sweet and polite toeach other as if they were not in deadly earnest atall ; all the hard knocks (and they really are notmany) are given on paper, and it is no longer wortha man's while to make a bitter but witty joke at hisopponent's expense. Business is business, and the Irishelectors just vote _as they have done now for a genera-tion, let parties change and play see-saw as they willin England.

The Late Chief Secretary.
After West Belfast, which Mr. Devlin wrested fromthe Orangemen of thai; city, the most interesting con-test we have had was that in South Dublin, where abitter Orange faction whipped up every power Unionismcould muster to insure the election of Mr. WalterLong, late Chief Secretary for Ireland, a man who wasrejected by three constituencies in England and whosebrain-power may be gauged by the too truthful want oftact shown by him in an electioneering speech made byhim in Dublin when addressing a Unionist audience : 'Iam not,' he said, 'ashamed to confess that Ifound, dur-

ing my tenure of office, net alone that there were in-teresting problems to be solved, but that to live inIreland, as the Minister jresponsible for the Government,
was to spend a very pleasant and agreeable time. ido not wish to blow my own trumpet— but while Iman-aged to do a good deal of work, Ialso managed to geta great deal of fun, and Iregret very much that Iamno longer aWle to follow:an Irish pack of hounds or totravel over Ireland and meet Irishmen in various con-ditions and positions in society and spend, as I have
spent, many pleasant days and evenings. . . As ChiefSecretary Ihave had the privilege of enjoying a de-
lightful residence in the Phoenix Park; it has beenmy privilege to have sumptuous apartments in DublinCastle ; it has been my privilege, and a very impor-tant one, to draw a very fat salary out of the Im-perial revenue as Chief Secretary.'

Mr. Long's candid definition of his idea.of a ChiefSecretary's duties in Ireland, in return for a delight-
ful residence in the Phoenix Park, etc., did not hinder theDublin Conservatives from voting for him to -a man andreturning him by a large majority. "

The principal matter to be noted in these GeneralElections, aa far as they regard us, is that before and
during the fray in England and in Ireland the Conser-
vatives hammered at one assertion, namely :that everyman who voted for a Liberal candidate, that every manwho voted for Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman gave
a vote for Home Rule in Ireland, and a fortnight agothe 'Times ' wrote:

'
Let there be no shadow of

doubt about it, Home Rule is an issue of the GeneralElection of 1906.'
Now, we are told that what is logically plain toevery mind must be true, ergo, as, after such an appeal,

the English electors have returned such a vast major-
ity of Liberals to Parliament, itmust follow that they
have returned them in order that they may give Ire-
landHeme Rule. Yet we all know well that it is notso; we know that the English have voted Liberal be-cause they want free food; because; they are sick of
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