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Without doubl (writes an occasional correspondent)
the most enjoyable and hest altended social ever held
in Crromwell iook place on Saturday evening, in
the Atihenaeum Hall. Over 16G persons werle pre-
sent. A number of the competing volunteers for lhe
Goldfields' Challenge Shield, which was fired for during
ihe day, were present as guesistol the.local corps. Sev-
eral songs were rendered during the eveming, Mrs. Dr.
Morris, who sang * haile Kearney ' in splendid style,
being vocifcrousiy applauded. An excellent supper was
prosided by the ladies. The sum of £13 was taken
at the dogor.

A® 15 usually the case, and as was generally expected,
the concert o conngctlon with the Irish national fes-
tival was a success from every pomnt of view. His
Majesly’s Theatre was packed 1n every part with a
sympathetic audience, and nearly ail the items wers
encored, which showed that the efiorts of the per-
formers were thoeroughly appreciated. ‘lhe uvpening  se-
lection, © the  brauties ot licland,” by the Kalworal
pBand, was really o splendid 1w, and, including as 1t
did sone ol the best and most popular ndulonal melo-
dies, appealed 10 a spectal manner o the majority  of
those present, fn the opening obf  the second parti or the
progiamme lie hand was agam most successtul in *1he
smithy 1n the wood,” o wlach the descriptive work
was given with Lne efteet That patheue ballad, ‘Rory
Darlin,” was sung I & most  sympathetic and hin-
1shed wianner By Aass Vielet kraser, who had to o re-
spoud to a well descrved recall, The only other lady
sululst was Mis. W. Coenner, concerning whose  singiiy
tne audienee had formed hngh expestatons, and i ths
they wece not disappeinled, as she sang both the pro-
gramme and  encore tems, *lhe last 1ose of summer,’
“lne deat hitile shamiock,” ete, with greau taste and
feehing, and wilh a thotough appreaation of their re-
gquueawents. A clever Dittde mardey, Miss Patricia liig-
plis, gave an exliintion of step-dancing which was des-
cithed un the proglamime as aw * Jush jug,” but most'of
s moevements wete not fanuliar to eaponents of lrosh
dancing A lature of the ontertamment was the rect-
tation, ¢ Napoleen's  lomb,” by Ar. AL . lanlon,
wineh was given o hus besi style, and naturally the
autience wanted more,  to which  he responded with
Braclan's  * Not understoed.”  The Chnsttan Brothers’
sihanye class, assisted by Messrs. Hussey and Carolin,
Zarve lwo  very  dedeptable harmonised  1tems,  f The
voulty’, and * lach and rare’ Mr.o f. J. llussey sang
i s usaally tmished  style * Cowe back to linn,’
¢ PBelweve e, 1f all those endearning young charms,” and
Ckhleenslanuah’ Mro I3 Stevens got oa well merited
recall ot s sweetly sung 1tem The reinajuing sclo-
151 was Ali. PoCarohn, who was also recalled for his
siptng ol kun, oy country.’ The balance of  the
programme  was made up of a qguartet, * The harp
that onee,” by Misses  humm, Hevernan, and Messrs,
Hussey and L arolin, a tiwe, * The wunnstiel boy,” by
Messls, Llussey, Catolin, and Lemon, and 'humorous
songs by AMr Perey James. ‘The last-mentioned vocal-
18t 15 a clever and  sersatife humorist, hut the gicatl-
er part of lis audience  rightly took a strong exeep-
tion 1o his final  selection, a reugh pilece  with  {he
enrt of coarse ' humor ' thal might be at home upon
the variety stage, but oueht never to have heen pre-
sented before suwch a gathering as  faced the perférmer
on dast IFroday meht, Mr  James mistooh s audi-
cnee The accompanisls  during the eVening were
Alisses ML, Drumm and . tlughes  The success of the
entertaanment was 1n a great 1uweasure due to  the
co mniiies entrusted  with  the  arrangemenis, and
espretally  to the energetic hon. secretary, Mr. W.
Rodgers,

Oamaru

Sermr——

{From an occasional correspondent.)

March 19,

A very edifying sight was wifnessed at St. Pat-
rick's Basilica herc last Sunday, when the members of
tle local lhibernian Society to the number of about 40
approached the Holy Table in a body in honor of the
feast of their patron, St. Patricl.

A very successiul cenceri was held in St. Joseph's
I1all  here on Saturday ecvening last (St. Patrick's
night). The hall was comforiably filled by an enthusi-
astic audience, and the items by the different per-
formers were highiy appreciated,  The following pro-
gramrle was gone lhrough i —Songs, Misses J. Sweeny,
K. Cagney, M. Rodgers, and Mrs. Lynch ({Timaru).
Messrs. Curran and Halpin; Irish dances by Misses H.
Sweeney, Mullny and Caguey ; duel (violin and piano),
Miss Cartwright and Mr. MeBride ; recitalions, Mrs.
Donovan and 3tessrs. Mulvihill and Moriarly. One of
the most pleasing items of the evening was the sing-

ing of the school children in * The shamrock.”” Besides
this item the children contributed others in the shape

of cluby swinging and dumb-bell exercises, both of
which were much admired.

Invercargill

(From an occasional correspondent.)

On last Sunday his I.ordshup Bishop Verdon ad-
ministered the Sacrament of Confinmation 4n S1.
Mary's Church, Invercargill, ¢ a number of children
of the tiown and suburbs. The allotted ground-floor
and 1ihe galleries were closely filled by the parents and

friends of the large nunher of candrdates. The cere-
mony took place at 2.30 pm., The Bishop confirmed
235 candidates—112 males and 123 {emales. His Lord-

ship expressed himsell as much pleased and gratified
with the careful preparation anidl the knowledge of their
teligion shown by the young people. He exhorted them
1o keep up thewr religious knowledge and te go on in
the good dispesitions which now filled their minds. All
this they mighty do by avoiding bhad conversations,
bad lrterature and dangerous cempany, and by cultivat-
ing with persistence a spirit of piely,  through daily
prayer, reading good Wooly and papers, freguenting the
sactaments, and by that  self-denial  which  shiould
characterise every good Christian, An  act of seli-
demal which he  particulaly,  recommended 1o those
confirmed that day, was the keeping of “the pledge of
the League of the Cross. The RBishop recited ihe
words of the pledge and asked the children io take and
keep 1t.  Ile was much gratified with the unmistakable
progress religion was making in 1he capital of South-
tand. Already the Catholic congregation was the larg-
est1n this foursshing town, and the vast number, intelli-
pence, and truly Catholic demeannr of those confirmed
that day, were evidence of what the future ¢f religion in
Imvercargil was going  ino be.  OUn Monday afternocn
29 chuldren were confirmed at {he Blufi,

Milton

The annuzl concert in Milton in honor of ihe pat-
ron sainb of Ircland (says the * Druce llerald ') mnever
fails to draw a large audience, and that given 1n st
George's  Tlall on Friday wvenitg proved no exceplion
to the rule.  1he Milton Brass Band rendered sclections
outside the hall prior to the concert. ‘lThe cominitiee
which had ihe arrangements in hand had spared neither
palns hor exXpense 1 providing a first-rate programme,
and the wudience was enthusiasfic and appreciative, en-
cores being demanded with such frequency that the pro-
gramme was extended  to about {wiee 1ts original
length. The proceedingy opened  with the singng  of
¢ Natwonal airs’ by tho school children, after which a
planoiorie duet was shilfully executed by convent pupils
{Misses I2. Ward, 15, Coleman, M. Walls, and N. Angus).
Miss Carter {(Dunedin) was next heard to advantage in
the song, * The Irish reel,’ while as an cncore number
ghe sang ‘ Idle words.’ Mr. J. B. M‘Ulymont’s rendi-
tion of ¢ Jack’s the boy ' earncd for him an encore.
Miss Jean Dunsmuir (Dunedin) sang ' Angus M‘Donald,’
earning a twell deserved cneore, 1n response to which she
sweelly sang 1 may or I may not’  DMisg Angus then
plaged a pianoforte solo, f Irish airs,” after which Misg
Brady (Dunedin) sang ‘ Fileem Alannah,’ and as an en-
core number * The meeting of the waters.” A shamrock
song and dance by the little tots met with due appre-
ciation. Miss II. Sweeney, A.T.C.L., (Gore) delighted
the audience with her singing of * Rory darlin’,” and
was enthusiaslicallv encored. The first part of the pro-
gramme was brought to a close by Mr. A, Bryce, sing-
ing ' The low-bached car,” with an encore number,

After a bricf inierval the second portion of the pro-
gramme was proceeded with, as follows . Chorus, school
children ; pianoforte solo, Misses 1. Coleman and M.
Walls , Irish jig, bMr. J. Powiev {(encored) ; song, ' Kil-
larney,’ Miss Dunsmuir (encored) ; song, * Vanity,” Mr.
J. R. M‘Clymont (encotedY , chorus, ‘ Dear little sham-
rock,” six convent pupils; =ong, * Avourneen,” Miss
Sweeney  (encored) ;  recitatien, Mr., J. Parlane (en-
cored) ; song, ‘' The wearing of the green, Miss Rich-
mond (Dunedin) , song, * The march of the Camercen
men,” Mr. A, Rrvee. The dulies of accompanist were
dirchareed by Miss Scanfan, to whom a special word of
praive is due.

During an  ivdecrvel  1he Very Rev. Father O'Neill
said he was cxtremely pleased 1o see such a splendid
house. He expressed his thanks 1o the verformers, who
had given their services willingly ; to Messrs. Coombe
Bros. for the use of the hall, and to the members of
the Milton Brass DBand for their services,

Turkish, Steam, and Hot Baths

121 Coshel] Street East, CHRISTCHURCH,
YOUNG & l'!u"., Proprietors, Telephone 1650

Bandeys ... from 7 am,
till 12 noan

Open Daily from 8§ a.m,
till 10 p.m,

LADIES’ Hours for Turkish :

‘Foesdny Mernings ... from 8 ann, till naon
Friday Evenings ... from 6 pan till 10 p.m



