
Without doubt (writes an occasional correspondent)
the most enjoyable and best attended social ever held
in Cflromwell took place on Saturday evening, in
the Athenaeum Hall. Over ltiO persons were pre-
sent. A number of the competing volunteers for the
Goldfields' Challenge Shield, which was fired for during
the 'day, were'present as guests lof the -local corps. Sev-
eral songs were rendered during the evening, Mrs. Dr.
Morris, who sang '

Kate Kearney
'

in splendid style,
being vociferously applauded. An excellent supper was
provided by the ladies. The sum of £13 was taken
at the door.

■As is usually thecase, and as was generally expected,
the concert in connection with the Irish national fes-
tival was a success from every point of view. His
Majesty's Theatre was packed in every part with a
sympathetic audience, and nearly all the items were
encored, which showed that the ■eliorts of the per-
formers were thoroughly appreciated. rlhe opening se-
lection, ' Ilie beauties ol Ireland,' by the Kan^orai
liana1, was realty a splendid Hem, and, including, as it
did some oi the besi and most popular national melo-
dies,, appealed m a special manner to the majority o£
those piest-nt. lln the opening ot the second part oi tho
piogiamme the band vv as again most successiul in l'lhe
smithy in. the wood,' in which the descriptive work
was given with l.ne eflect That pathetic ballad, 'Rory
Darlin ,' was sung in a most sympathetic and fin-
ished manner b\ luiss Violet I"rasei, who had to re-
spond to a well deserved recall. rlhe only other lady
soloist was Mis. W. Connor, concerning whose singing
tne audit,n^e had formed high expectations, and in this
lh-_y we-ie not disappointed, as she sang both the pro-
gramme and encoic items, '

'1he last lose of summer,'
" 'J lie dea-i little shanuock,' etc., with great taste and
feeling, and with a thoiough appreciation of their rc-
qun eau'iits. A clever little maiden, Miss Patricia liig-
gnis, gave an exhibition of step-dancing which was des-
cribed on the piogiamme as an ' lush jig,' I/at most'oi
its movements weie not familiar to exponents of Irish
(Linung A kattuu of the int'eitainment was the reci-
tation, 'Napoleon's tomb,' by Mr. A. C. llanlon,
-which was given m his best style, and naturally the
audience wanted more, to which he responded with
BraclAn's

'
Not understood.' Ihe Christian Brothers'

sinking class, assisted by Messrs. Ilussc-y and Carohn,
g<c\ c two very acceptable harmonised items, 'The
Louhn', and 'Rich and raic' Mr. T. J. llussey sang
m his usually lnnshed style ' Come back to Erin,''Believe me, if all those endearing young charms,' and' EileenAlannah.' Mi B Stevens got a well merited
recall for Ins sweetly sung item Vhe lemaining solo-
ist was Mi. P Caiohn, who was also recalled for his
smemg ol '1m in, mv country.' '1he balance of the
piogiciminc was made up of a quartet, ' The harp
that once,' by Misses Hiumm, Ik-reman, and Messrs.
llussey and Carohn, a tno, 'The minstiel boy,' by
jvlessis, llussey, daiol'in, and Lemon, and 'humorous
songs by Mr Percy James. '1he last-mentioned vocal-
ist lr, a clever and versatile humorist, but the gieat-
er part of his audience rightly took a strong excep-
tion to his final selection, a rough piece with the
«ort of coarse '

humor
'

that mieht be at home upon
the variety stage, but oueht never to have been pre-
se'iited before such a gathering as faced the performer
on last Friday nia^ht. Mr James mistook his audi-
ence The accompanists during the evening were
Misses M. Drumm and C. Hughes The success of the
entertainment was in a threat measure due to the
ciinmitiee entrusted with the arrangements, and
especially to the energetic lion. secretary, Mr. W.
Rodgers.

Oamaru

(From an occasional correspondent.)
March 19.

A very edifying sight was witnessed at St. Pat-
rick's Basilica here last Sunday, when the members of
the local Hibernian Society to the number of about 40
approached the Holy Table in a body in honor oE the
feast of their patron, St. Patrick.

A very successful concert was held in St. Joseph's
Hall here on Saturday evening" last (St. Patrick's
night). The hall was comfortably fWled by an enthusi-
astic audience, and the items by the different per-
formers were highly appreciated. The following pro-
gramme was gone through :

— Songs, Misses J. Sweeny,
K. Cagney, M. Rodgers, and Mrs. Lynch (Timaru).
Messrs. Curran and Halpin ; Irish dances by Misses H.
Sweeney, Mulloy and Cagney ; duet (violin and piano),
Miss Cartwright and Mr. Mcßride ; recitations, Mrs.
Donovan and Messrs. Mulvihill and Moriarty. One of
the most pleasing items of the evening was the sing-

The annual concert in Wilton in honor of the pat-
ron saint of Ireland (says the

'
Bruce Herald ') never

fails to 'draw a large audience, and that given in St.
Georgia's Hall on Friday luvaning proved no exception
to the rule. '1he Milton Brass Band rendered selections
outside the hall prior to the concert. '1he committee
which had the arrangements in hand had spare-dneither
pains nor expense in providing a first-rate programme,
and the audience was enthusiastic and appreciative, en-
cores "being demanded with such frequency that the pro-
gramme was extended to aibout twice its original
length. Tlie proceedings opened with the singing of'
.National airs

' by tho school children, after wnich a
pianoforte duet was skilfully executed by convent pupils
(Misses E. Ward, E. Coleman, M. Walls, and N. Angus).
Miss Carter (Dunedin) was next heard to advantage in
the song, '

The Irish reel,' while as an encore numiber
she sang

'
Idle words.' Mr. J. B. M'Clymont's rendi-

tion of
'

Jack's the boy ' earned for him an encore.
Miss Jean D'unsmuir (Dunedin) sang

'
Angus M'Donald,'

earning a (well deserved encore, in response to which she
sweetly sang '

Imay or Imay not
' Miss Angus then

played a pianoforte solo, '
Irish airs,' after which Miss

Brady (Dunedin) sang '
Eileen Alannah,' and as an en-

core number
'The meeting of the waters.' A shamrock

song and dance by the little tots met with due appre-
ciation. Miss 11. Sweeney, A.T.C.L. (Gore) delighted
the audience with her singing of

'Rory darlin',' and
was enthusiastically encored. The first part of the pro-
gramme was brought to a close by Mr. A. Bryce, sing-
ing '

The low-backed car,' with an encore number.
After a brief interval the second portion of the pro-

gramme was proceeded with, as follows . Chorus, school
children ; pianoforte solo, Misses K. Coleman and M.
Walls , Irish jig, Mr. Ji. Powley (encored) ; song,

'
Kil-

larncy,' Miss Dimsmuir (encored) ; song, ' VanityI,' Mr.
J. B. M'Clvmont (encored1! , chorus, 'Dear little* sham-
rock,' six convent pupils ; song,

'
Avourneen,' Miss

Sweeney (encorrd) ; rcci^aticn, Mr. J. Parlane (en-
cored) ; song, '

The wearing} of the green,' Miss Rich-
mond (Dunedin) , song, 'The march of the Cameron
men,' Mr. A. Prvcc. Tho duties of accompa/nist were
discharged by Miss Scanlan, to whom a special word of
praise i,s due.

Dining an interval Ihe Very Rev. Father O'Neill
said he was extremely pleased io see such a splendid
house. He expressed his 1hanks to the performers, who
had given their services willingly ; to Messrs. Coombe
Bros, for the use of the hall, and to the members of
the Milton Brass Band for their services.
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ing of the school children in
'

The shamrock." Besides
this item the children contributed others in the shape
of clvb1 swinging and dumb-bell exercises, both of
which were much admired.

Invercargill

(From an occasional correspondent.)
On last Sunday his Lordship Bishop Yerdon ad-

ministered the Sacrament of Confirmation Jn St.
Mary's Church, Invercargill, tc a number of children
of the town and suburbs. The allotted ground-floor
and the galleries were closely filled by the parents and
friends of the largo number of candidates. The cere-
mony took pLace at 2.3U p.m. The Bishop confirmed
235 candidates^-112 males and 123 females. His Lord-
ship expressed himself as much pleased and gratified
with the careful preparationaiul the knowledge of their
lehgion shown by the young people. He exhorted them
to keep up their religious knowledge and to go on in
the gpod dispositions which now filled their minds. All
this they might\ do by avoiding bad conversations,
bad literature and dangerous company, and by cultivat-
ing with persistence a spirit of piety, thiough daily
prayer, reading good books and papers, frequenting the
sacxaments, and by that self-denial which shjauld
characterise every good Christian. An act of self-
demal which he particularly, recommended to those
confirmed that day, was the keeping of 'the pledge of
the League of the Cross. The Bishop recited the
words of the pledge and asked the children to take and
keep it. He was much gratified with the unmistakable
progress religion was making in the capital 'of South-
land. Already the Catholic congregation was the larg-
est in this flourishing! town, and the vast number, intelli-
gence, and truly Catholic domcannr of those confirmed
that day, were e\ ider.ee of what the future cf religion in
In\ercargill was going to be. On Monday afternoon
23 children were confirmed at the Bluft.
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