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For generations class legislation in England has been
sleadily sharpening the contrast between ithe House of
Have and the House of Wanf (as Ilenry George calls
them). Boyle O’Reilly thus sounds {he note of warning
as to its possible results :—

Beware with your Classes ! Men are men, and a cry in
the night is a fearful teacher ;

When it reaches the heart of the masses, then they need
but a sword for a judge and preacher.

- Take heed, for ' your Juggernaut pushes hard ; God
holds the doom that its day completes ;

It will dawn like a fire when the track ig barred by a
barricade in the eily streeis.’

1t is easy for Parliament lo pass academic resolu-
tions, and for Minisiers 1o talk unctuous platitudes
about ' prudence ' and ‘ palience ’; but in the meantime
the workers in the street and their childien in  the
rookeries of the big cities are starving. With the lead
given by New Zealand and Ausiralia and Switzorland
and Holland and Germany, we hope that the British
Parliament will go, and go speedily, berond the mere
afirmation of principles. A Parliament thal spent
£250,000,000 in money {plus thousands of useful lives) o]
increase the [at dividends of a cotferie of mostly foreign
mining magnates on the Rand, might reasonably be ex-
pected to invest a small fraction of that sum 1o mcnd
and end a condition of things 1hat is a standing re-
proach to Britain.

Notes

Socialism

In the * Otago Daily Times® of lasi Monday the
place of honor is held by an cxceedingly able and
well-writien leading article on 1ihke recently published
pastoral letter on Socialism by the Archbishop of
Wellingilon. Qur ecsicemed  local contemporary gives
strong support, practically all along the line, to the
views expressed by his Grace regarding the phase of
socialism with which he deals. Not alene the destrue-
tive, mmut the constructive, criticism of the Archbishop
is greeted with a hearty endorsement by the * (Mago
Daily Times.” It accepts, as the ultimate selilement
of a very vexed and complicaled quesiion, the plea of
the pastoral for ¢ social reform: along the four hnes
of proteclted labor, of organised labor, of insured la-
por, and, lastly, of diflusive ownership.” *Of tihese’
says our morning conlemporary, ‘ithe I[ourth is the
most impertant.' And it views with approval the Icl-
lowing proposition conlained in 1he pastoral —

‘ The majority of t{he people should net live merely
from hand to mouth, but should have, each family, its
small capital—some parinership, shares, or stocks, but
principally a small plot of mother earth, from the size
of a garden to the size of a small farm,, that no credi-
tor could iouch, that belonged 1o the family rather than
to the imdividuall’

*

New Zealand leads the world in the success of its
efforts for a wider diffusion of wealth directly in the
matter of the vsufreet or ownership of land, indireclly
by means of its industrial legislation. Much has been
done among us for the crganisation, proleciion, and in-
surance of labor. But much still remains io be done
before ideal condilfions are atiained. The policy.of dif-
fusive ownership still [iemds with us {owards the little
sacrosanct family capital—the  New Zealand equivalent
of the ‘three acres and a cow.” Wecll, perhaps
Micah’s prophecy is not, after all, so far off from ful-
filment : * Every man shall sit under his vine and un-
der his figrtree, and there shall be nomne to make
them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath
spoken.' Yes, tlhat is it. The Lord of hosls must he
in the nmew social reform if the pleasant idyll of good
men's hopes is ever 1o he rcalised—if it is ever to
he more substantial ihan the stuffi that dreams are
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On Wednesday the annual sports meeling in connec-
tion with St. Patnck’s Day Look place in Lawrence, the
annual concert being held in the cvening.

The handsome new church Dbeing erecied in Nascby
(parochial distriet of Ranfurly) 1s approaching com-
pielion. We undersiand (Dat 1t will be blessed and
opened shortly after Easter.

At a meeting of St.  Joseph's choir on Thursday
cvening a presenbalion of a iravelling rug was made Lo
Mr. B. Stevens, who has been connected with the choir
for a number ol years. The presentation was made by
Mz, P. Carolin.

The new ('atholic chapel at Waikaka (says the
“Southern Siandard 7) is approaching completipn, and
is 1o be blessed and opened shorily by ilhe Right Rev.
Dr. Verdon.” The building, which occupies a command-
ing, position in the township, 15 40f1 long by 2201 wide,
the contractor being Mr. M. Ifay, of @Goie, and the
architeet Mr. W. Willis.

The following (says the * Wakalip Mail ’) are the
results of the harmony examunations in connection with
the Trimity College, London, held last Decensber at ihe
Dominican Convent :—Junior grade—Pearl Kvans (hon-
ors), Chrissic Bonner (honors), Mary BM‘Carthy, Jack
Aldnidgo. Preparatory grade—Rita Miiveill, Georgina
and Letiliag Constable, Colleen Evans, Mary Boyle, Nel-
Lie ('Counell, Florence Layburn, J. M'Chesney, and
Damel M‘Mullan.

The annual concert in aid of the funds of the Wai-
kaia Catholic church was held in the Corenatlion Iiall
on Friday evening (says the ® Mataura KEnsign’), and
proved one of 1ihe best of similar cvents for a long
time.  Mr. John Maher presided, and the Hev, FFather
keenan closed the proceedings with a happy speech. Tho
concert programme  {every lem of which was encored)
wasg as follows —Songs—disses  Brown, Dunn (Rivers-
dale}, Logan (Gore), Gulhiver (Dunedin), and llerlihy
(Waikaia), Messrs. Delargey, sproat, and Rawlinson.
The various accompaniments wete tastefuliy playved by
Misses Leahy, Brown, and Delargey, Miss Brown  also
contributing an excclient violin solo. The comanitiee,
consisting of Messts. J. Maher, lleriiby, Delargey, Mon-
aghan, O'Reilly, and Crowley, all worked most assidu-
ously 1o secure the suceess of lhe entertainment and
ihe enjoyment ol the very large audience patromsing it.

For some tune past (wriles an ovcasional eorrespon-
dent) the ladies of AMacrars had been energetically pre-
pariug for a hazaar, and on S1. Patrich’s Day ihe 1e-
sult of their eftorts took a practical shape. The dis-
play of goods, uscful and ornamental, was the admira-
tion of ail, and 1t is needless to say that such an exlu-
bition was a pronounced sucvess. The one large siall
on the stage had a splendid stock of goods of all kands,
and the ladies in charge, Mrs Cowan, Mrs. Chllery, and
Mrs. Fraser, were assisted by a number of young ladies
belonging to Macraes, while the dlisses Ryan, O'Con-
nell, and Kenny came from Hyde. DBesides ihe bazaar,
the usual St. Patrick’s Day sporfs were held, and 1n
ihe moming the local choir was assisted by the Hyde
choir, so 'that St. Patrich’s Day on this occasion was
becomingly celebrated in the quiet old digging township
of Macraes. At the close of the bazaar Father L.ynch
paid a well-merited compliment {0 the workers in gen-
eral, and thanked the publie [ur their very hberal pat-
ronage and the graceful manner in which they had  as-
gisted to make the bazaar such a remarkable suscess,

On Sunday, which was t1he next following the
feast of St. Patrnick, there was Solemn 1ligh Mass at
st. Patrick's Basilica, South Dunedin, at 11 o'clock.
The Rev. Father O'Reilly was cclebrani, Rev. Father
Howard, deacon, Rev. M. Ryan, suhdeacon. Rev,
Father Cleary was masier of ceremonies, and also
preached a sermon appropriate to 1he ocecasion, ‘taking
for his text ‘'Let us give praise to men of remown.’
The choir, under the conductorship of Mr. T. Deechan,
rpave an excelient rendering of the music—Farmer's
Mass in B flat.  Mr. K. I1. Eapar (choirmaster) pre-
sided at the organ. At the nine o'clock Mass and
also at the Mass on Sts Patrick’s Day the children
sang the music in the Gregorian chant. There was a
very large congregalion at Vespers  when the Rev.
Father O'Reilly preached, taking for his lexb, ¢ Go out
cf lhy country‘; leave 1hy father's house, and go into
the land that I will show thee. The preacher in an
eloguent peroration gave a history of the Catholic
faith in the Green Isle from the time of St. Patrick,
portraying in vivid {erms the many vicissitudes un-
dergone, through which ‘the faith instilled in ‘the
hearts of the Irish pecple by St. Patrick remained un-
shaken. During the offertory the choir rendered a hymu
of praise to St. Patrick, using the old traditional
melody. At the close the congregalion sang the hymn

made of, ¢ Faith of our fathers.’
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