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Filteen years later he was promoted 1o a kingship and
wore a crown made.from the caplured cannon of ihe
Plevua redoubis.

The crown of Bulgaria has also suffered the indignily
of refusal on more than one occasion. When Prince
Alexander of Baticnberg, aller his brief and troubled
tenure of ihe throne, was compelled to resign i, il was
offered {v Prince Valdemar of Denmarl, brolher-in-law
of the U'zar, who declined it with {hanks, whereupon a
deputation went on a tour of the capitals of Burope
with the object of finding a Prince who wouldn't mind
accepting = crown. The journey was fruilless ; bul fin-
ally, in 1887, the perseverance of {he Crand Sobranye
was rowarded, when Prince Ferdinand of Saxe-Cobmrg-
Gotha signified his willinguess to lake the despised em-
blems of sovereigniy.

These are but a few examples of crowns that have
gone a-begeing, only 1o have the cold shoulder of refysal
turred on  them ; one of {the most  recent cases heing
that of {he Dukedom of Saxe-Coburg, which was refused
by the Dulke of Connaught for himscll and his son be-
fore it was accepled by the youtbiul Duke of Albany.
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(Frow out own correspondent.)
ifebruaty 3.

Tre arrangements  for the celebration of St Pat-
rick’s Day are 1 a very lorward state.  An excellent
Sports programime, catening  for young and old, has
been: prepared, and no efort is bewng spared to  mahe
the celebration 1 every respect worthy ol the oteasion.
Bro. J. W. Cailaghan has been appomnted secretary, and
he has with him & strong and active cominillec.

Al the conclusion of their annual retreat the clergy
will be given an opportunity of hearning the new Orpan
at the Sacred Lleart Bastlica. The services of  Mr.
Cyril Towsey as organist have been sceured for the oo
casion, other first-clasy arfisty will contiibute 1o the
programume, and a musical treat may therefore bhe ex-
pected,  The concert will be open to ihe public, bui {or
the purpose of lhelping the organ fund it is probable
that a small charge will be made for admission,

A meeling of the old Irish National Federation was
held here on Moenday evering for the purpose of con-
stdering whal steps should be taken 1o remit pecubiary
ard 1o the Irish Parliamenlary Party. The charr was
oceupled by Mr. Y5, Carrigan. After some discussion 1t
was decided 1o establish In the cily a branch of the
United Irnsh League, tormed and conducled on the same
Imes as ihe Australian branches. Arrangements were
accordingly made lor the holding of a larger meeting on
Monday next {o discuss proposals.

In view ot the desirableness of having in our midst
some recognised Irish Association, the members ol the
various branches of the H.A.C.B. Society here have
bad under consideration for some time the formation of
a property constituted body. I understand thal dele-
gates from the Newtown, Ciiy, and Lower Huti bran-
ches of the H.A.C.B. Society and the Catholic Young
Men's Club are 1o meet on Wednesday evening to ar-
range the preliminary sileps. No  doubt a combined

moiement will fellow, and an asseciation fully repre-
sentative of the (nish body will be formed.
By far the most interesting event at the annual

Catholic picnic is the inter-pansh tug-of-war cuntest for
a handsome cup. At the ouling on Boxing Day the
final resull remained undecided, and it was arranged
that the Thorndon and Te Aro parish teams should
pull off for the championship at a later dale. Thig
event, which caused a greal deal of local interest and
rivalry, 1ook place last week, and resulted in a somne-
what casy win for the men of Te Aro. On Wednesday
last each member of the winning team was presented
with a medal by the Rev. Ifather O’Shea, to whom at
the same time the caplain of 1the team handed the chal-
lenge cup, which the Te Aro parish priest will now hold
until next vyear. ‘
At the fortnight,y mecling of the St.  Aloysiuy’
branch of the H.A.C.B. Sociely, held on Wednesday
evening, the following members were elecied to hold
office for the ensuing six months: President, Bro. J.
Ryan , vice-president, Bro. J. Chambers ; seccretary,
Bro. J. J. Casey; ireasarer, Bro. J. L. Murphy ;
guardian, Bro, D, O'Meara; sick visilors, Brgs. D.
O’Meara and Jos, Murphy ; auditors, Bros. J. W. Cal-
laghan and J, Delany.  The election of warden was held
over until the next meetirg. "The ceremony of inslal-
fing the newly-elected officers was performed hy Bro.

]

E. J. Filzgibbon, P.P. One new member was clected
and another proposed. Bro, J. W. Callaghan hay kindly
consented 16 deliver at the nexi meeling of the brauch
an address on {he roles and conduct of the Soviety.

Masterton

{From our own correspondent.)
February 2.

Four Sisters of St. Biide's Convent left Masterton
ot Monday for Pahtatua, where they are to open a
sehool,

Mr. A. R. Bunny, who has conducted the choir at
50, Patrick's Church for ihe last thirty years, has re-
signed 1he posilion.

A concert is 4o be given al Carierton sbhorily in aid
of the funds of 1he church., 1t is expected that the
Rev. Father Cahifl, who has been on a trip 1o the Old
Country, will be present.

Ad the hall-yearly meeting of St. Michael's branch
ol the ILAC.B. Society (he following  officers were
cleeted for the ensuing term : President, Bro. P. J,
O'Lweary ; vive-president, Bro. 1, O’Sullivan ; {reasurer,
Bro. A. Stempa, jun, ; secrelary, DBro. o, O'Regan ;
guardian, Bro. .J. Broadbury - warden, Bru. A. Kelly ;
auditors, Bros. B. Chapman and P. O’Leary. Bro, H.
O'Leary  was appointed  a delegale o represent  lhe
branch on the Hospital floral fete commitiee,

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

(From our own correspondent.)
February 5.

The Rev, Father  Creed, who has boen transferred
Irow Ashburton o Kuwmnara, deft for the West Coastl last
week,

The number of boarders already eniered at the Con.
vent of the Sacred Ileart in charge of the Sisters of
the Missions is 10 excess of the average for previvus
years.

At the conclusion of the retreat at 1ihe Convent ol
the Sacred Fleart six Sisters ol Qur Lady of Missivns
made  their profession.  His Lerdship the Bishop pre-
sided, and among the clergy present were ihe Very Rev,
Dean Ginaty, Rev. Fatlhers McDermott, C.88.R., O'Con-
nell, and Peoples.

On Sunday the Rev. Father O'Conncll visited St
Mary's, Manchester street, and commenced the work of
colleclting in the interest of the Cathedral debt liqui-
dation fund in 1ibat parish. Darfield will be visited to-
wards the end of the month, and later on the Midland
rallway works.

The combined Catholic excursion and picnic  commit-
ice metb at the presbytery, Barbadoes streel, on lasi
Tuesday cvéning, ihe Rev. Father Marnane presiding,
The secretary, Mr. E. O'Connor, read the balance shect,
which was adopted, as were alsa several recommenda-
tions of the execulive commitiee regarding 1he dispo-
sal of the surplus accruing from the event held on Box-
ing Day. 1t was decided that Master Philip Dwyer be
presented with a souvenir in acknowledgment of his
heroic action in rescuing two children from drownlng at
the picnic, and that a suitable present be made to Mrs.
Muliins for kind services rendered by her husband at
the racecourse, of which he is caretaker. The sincere
thanks of the commitice and Catholics of Christchurch
were passcd to the stewards of the Canterbury Jockey
Club, and also votes of thanks to the secrelary of the
committee and gecretary of the ladies? commitiice, Misy
Murray. The Rev. Father Marnane congratulated  all
concerned on the suceess of the undertaking, and {rus-
ted the same enthusiasm would be manifested in regard
{o future annual gathcrings of a similar nalure, The
balance of the surplus funds were voted equally  bet-
ween  the  schools of the Cathedral and St. Mary’s,
Manchester stireet.

The St. Patrick’s Day celebration committee met on
last  Tuesday evening “al the Presbytery, Barbadoes
streel. His Lordship the Bishop presided, the Rev,
Fathers Mahony, O’Connell, and Peoples being alsu pre-
sent.  Whilsi thanking 1he commitiee for past cfloriy
his Lordship urged the same energy and co-operalion
that characterised previous occasions. Nazareth Iouse
was very materially helped by the St Patrick’s Day
celebration commitilee by means of the annual enfor-
lainment, and the profits acctuing irom this year’s event
would be devoted to the same beneficent, objecl, Con-
cluding his Temarks, the Bishop pald an cloguent 1ribute
of appreciation to the Sisters of Nazareth for all they
hatt accomplished since coming {o the city. It was de-
cided to take the Canterbury Iall for Friday, March 1¢,
for a purcly national entertainment, and that {he price
of tickets should be two shillings and one shilling, with
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