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self in the posilion lbe French <overmmenl now oceu-
pies in refusing to pay the salaries wlich in 1800 it
pledged itself to pay in return For great financial ad-
vantages it received from the Iloly See consenting  to
remove the cloud thal rested upon very valuable pro-
perty.’ Bul thal is not ail. Al church property of
every kind in France {presbyleries, seminaries, episcopal
residences) churelies, public oratories, institules of. char-
ity and cducation, ele.) lave peen conliscaled, with the
sole exception of whal camue into ceclesiastical possession
since 1801. Morcover, public worship is now placed in
the hands of associalions. * What,' ashs 8 French
Senatlor, Admiral de Courbeville, ¢ will be the character
of the associations? No one can tell.’ But {as the
New York * Freemas ' points oul) it is safe {o predict
thal an attempt will be made to uiilise them in suck a
way as (o disorganise and impede the Church in  her
work in France. ‘The Law for ihe Separation of
Church and Siate,” says our New York contemporary,
‘has been so iramed ihat ithe Government can hring
greal pressure Lo bear upon these associalions, which
henceforth will have the contrel over Church pruperly
that formerly was vested in the hicrarchy.” Anry doubt
as Lo the inlention and femper of the Freemason  and
Radical * Bloc’ that are the real rulers of France may
be deemed lo be sel aside by the recent editorial declar-
ation of one of ily organs, 1he * Lanternc': ‘Ii is
foolish to lope for a rapprochement, or eves for a
simple truce.  Whether the Clerieals aceepl  the Law or
Tevolt apgainst i1, we shall none the Iess continue Lo
colnbat  them without merey,’
L ]

The secumlar press in the United States views the
situation in France with more cditorial syipalhy than
that of Great  Britain and the Ausiralasian colonies.
In Australia and New Zealand, silence hag heecomne, on
this iheme, practically *a mother-tongue ' (Lo usc Gold-
smith’s bold expression). In the ' Relvormed Church
Messenger ' (Amecerican),  Professor Vollnter, a  non-
Catholiv, revently sununed up the stluatlion in the foi-
lowing words (—

¢ Let no American reader suppose that the separalion
of Church and State in France is of the self-same
nature as in our own counlry. IFar from it. The mo-
tive in France is deep-scaled hatred of all relipion, and
tho Bill in its final shape will work more hardship  to
the Prolestants, for whom it was not mtended, than to
tho Catbolies.  As in the so-called P Culturhampi * an
Germauny in 1873, ihe Catholics are meant in the pas-
sage of several provisions, bul  while they will find
means of escape, the Trotestants will sufler {he uost,
But even in its imperfect form, 1he Bill will prove a
blessing in disguise 1o all rehigious hodies.  They will
hecome more independent, and being so, will be able lo
exert a more powerful, distmetly religious mfluence upon
the people, although they may lose some political mflu-
ence.’

So may it be. But the obpeet of the enemies  of
all religion in France 14 the extmction, not they revival,
of rehgion. We find a star of hepe 1n the demonsira-
iions now hemg made 1n IFrance against the sacmlegious
hands of 1he Governmen! meunials who have been sent,
to grope and hurrow and fossick and mahe inventories
even of the contonts of {ne lloly of Ilolies. Such
1esistance was noi expected. 1L hag upset some of the
calculations of ihe DMnisiry and compelled {hem o
threaten and explain.  The lessons of the tarly cightiey
have nol been forgotten. And
vergne are yet o come.  Catholicism I'rance, Like
Catholicismn in Geimany, may, atler all, march to vic-
tory and peace lhivugh defence of her sacred fanes and
the rude but chastening experience of blow and bruise
and prison-cell,

On Thursday evening ai Wellington Caplain R. Scd-
don, son of the Premier, was presented wilh an address
expressing warm apprecialion of his qualities, ang
hearty congraluiations upon the vindicalion ol his char-

a,c'intgr. Accompanying the address was a cheque for over
£700,
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Our Suicides

We are ‘getting on’ in New Zealand.
there were 68 suicides in the Colony.
nuinber had visen to 7. The current
counts just a hundred persons in New Zealand who
threw aside the burden of life without wailing  for
heaven to give the summons, 14 appears, on e other
hand, thai seli-slaughler, once so prevalent among the
Maori, is now on the decline among  the brown-
skinned .men. 8o may it be. Bub il is a curious re-
versal of conditions to sece the Mazaori sclling a lesson
in civilisation to 1he pakeba. CGreat Biiiain, France,
Germany, and the United Stales are content o sid
bumhly at the feel of Japan and learn lrom the late-
ly despised * yellow maonkeys * the ard of war. Well, the
degenerate white man may lcarn some lessons in  a
still nobler art from other ' inferior races® {hat we
know of—the art of bearing patiently the big  mis-
chances as well as  Lhe smalier bLlisters of lite.

A Warning Lesson -

Calilornia does not allow inlo ils public schools
the Protestant or any other iersion of (he Bibte, or
any ¢ emasculated caricature’ thereof.  DBut the spirit
of our (Protesfant) Bible-in-schools movemien( hag gol,
ils grip upon the western Staie. And it ¢ gets there ?
ir s own way. The Schoul Board of Pasadena, for
instance, makes careful inguiry into the religious be-
liefls of candidaies for appointments f{o  the teaching
stafls under its jurisdiction. The religious lests for
these public appointments is made to operale so  cons
sistently against Catholics in that Catholic region,
that for the past fen years not one mewber of  the
proscribed creed has held the position of {eacher in
Pasadena. It sectts to he an atlempl {o perpeluatle
in the West the open and scandalous hoyceott of Catho-
he teachers that constitutes the disgrace of the Bible-
in-schouls States of Old New Lngland, Catholics in
Pasac na are sfarling a erusade against this sivlaiion
of {lie natlional Consittution. If such things can hap-
pen o the green wood of Califoinia, what ught not
oceur in New Zealand under the seelariamsing scheme
of Dr. Gibh and his friends ?
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The parish schools
hoiidays on Monday.

The new Catholic church al Cenire Bush in 11}&
partsh ol Winton will e blessed and opened: by  his
Lordship the Bishop on Sunday, February 25.

The Rev. Fathers Carey  asd  Murphy, ot  Alel-
bourne, arrived 1 Dumedin o the early pacl of the
week and leit on Tuesday for the cold labes district,
They return {0 Melhourne early next week.

There way Lixposition of the Blessed Sacrament atl
B Joseph's Clatbedral on Sunday from the last Mass
until Vespers, afler which there was the wsual proces-
rion. The preacher i the evening was (he Rev.
Faiher MacDonald, of Christchureh, who delivered an
impressive sermon on ‘ Penanpce.’ ‘

The ammual schools’ picnic tuok place al Wingatui
yesterday, The children, accompanmied by a goodly num-
ber of adulls, were taken in a speeial (rain, which left
for Wingalui at a gnarier lo tem  o'cloek. An euner-
gelic committee bad nade very complele arrangements
for the entertaimuent of and calering for the children.
The day was faitly fine, and young and old enjoyed
{hemsclves. .

A hazaar in aid of the Gore Catholic church is io
be held some tinie about the heginning of June (says
the * Mataura Insign '). This is ibhe first call of sucl\t
a nalure that has bcen made upon the public for
fully four years, and no doubt the efllort to be put
forth will be liberally supportied. At a meeling of
the congregation held recently, when a bazaar was de-
cided upon, Mrs. Poppelwell was appoinled president,
Miss Fraser treasurer, and Biss N. Johnston secretary,

1c-opencd  alter  the Christmas
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