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Science Siftings

By *Volt’

The Eyes of Animals.

Many animals possess more ihan two eyes which do
not act ftogether. A leech, for example, has ten eyes
on the top of its head which do not work
in conceri, and a kind of marine worm has two oyes oy
the head and a row +tdown each side of the body. Some
lizards have an extira eye on the top of the hcad which
does not act with the other two. A bee or wasp has
two large compound eyes which possibly help each other
and are used for near vision, and also three little sim-
ple eyes on the top of the head which are employed for
seeing things a long way ofi.

Silk and Twine from Smokeless Powder.

SBilk znd twine are now being made by the military
authorities in various countries irom smokeless gunpow-
der. Smokeless powder is a mitro-cellulose compound,
and its basis is guncotton; 1t can be made glutinous,
80 as to be squeezed through fine holes in a metal plate,
producing threads aiter the manner of artificial silk.
These gunpowder threads are woven into silk for holding
ihe powder when placed 1n the gun, and also into bwine
for fastening the necks of {he DBags. When ile charge
is fired nothing remains of the bag.

llow Sea Birds Quench Their Thirst.

The guesiion 15 often asked, * Where do sca birds
obtain iresh water to slake iheir ihirst 7' but it has
never been satisfactorily answered until recently. An
oid skipper has tola how he bas seen these birds at SCA,
far Irom any land that could furmsh them with fresh
water, hovering under a storm-cloud, clattering  like
ducks on a hot day at a pond, and dripking 1 the dropg
of rain as they lell. They  will smell a rain-squall
when a hundred miles away, or even [urther, and fly
towards it with almost mmconceivable swiftness. How
long sea birds can exist without water 1s a malter
of conjecture, but probably their powers of enduring
thirst are mcreased by habit, and possibly they go with-
out water for many days, 1l not lor several woeks,

The Sca-Serpent.
Nature sovmelilnes

plays silrange pranks. What
scientist, for instance, reasoning along orthodox lines,
could have dreamed of the existence of scals 1n Lahe
Baikal, in Central Asia, a thousand miles and  more

from the sea. Yet there  thoy are (says * T.A.T."),
proving, beyond the possibility of a doubt, that ovnce
upon a time that great fresh-water lake must have bheen
connected with the open ocean. Sumtlarly, the fossih re-
mains of whales found around Lake Nyanza show that
the great Central African rift extended 1o the sal 868,
after a like fashion. And in this connection it is note-
worthy ibat only within recent years has the existence
of secals in Lahe Baikal been ceriainly proved. Fheir
presence there, although always insisied upon hy the
natives, was regarded in the nature of a legend.,  Yet
the lake is but a puddle compared with the hmitiess
waters wherein the sea-serpent 15 said to disport itselt.
Everyone 15 familiar with the arguments for the exisi-
ence of 1his monster ; how, tor instance, ihe vast ex-
panse of ocean, which covers taree-quarters of the glove,
js, alter all, a weil-mgh unkuown wasle, only crossed
in comparatively few direclions by eslablished ocean-
lanes that can be casily avoided. And ils depths are
abysmal. Who shall dare say what{ strange beings lurk
iherein. Why, unlil the * Challenger’ expedition, the
existence of what are now known as the dceP—sea fishes
was guite unsuspected.  © How is it possible,’ scienfists
argued, ' for highly organised creatures lihe fishes 1o
exist amidst lotal darkness, in a temperature for the
most part.ai or below [reczing! point, 'and subflect to a
Pressure per squarc inch thal can be reckoned in tons 7

HOW TO PAINT A HOUSE CHEAP,

’ H In White and Colors, Mixed Ready for
cal'l’al‘a Pal nt Inside and Oulgide Use, pagrCARRARA
retains its GHloes and Lustre for at least five years, and will look
bevter in eight yeara than lead and oil paints do in two, e~ USE
CARRARA, the first cost of which is no greater than lead and oil
painte, afid your paint bills will bo reduced by over 50 per cer t'
A beautifnlly-illustrated booklet, entitled *How to Paint a Honse
Cheap,’ will be forwarded free on spplication,

K. RAMSAYX AND CO., 19 Vogel Street, Dunedin.

Tl}g Home

By * Mauteen’

To Keep Plate Polished.

Amongst the minor arnoyances of houscheeping  is
the fact that, however carefully plate may be cleaned
before putting it away, in the course of a week or so
it hecomes dull or tarnished. 1his may he avoided by
the following means : After thuroughly cleansing and
then polishing the plate  with whiting, wrap up each
picce in tinfoll, such, as is used for wrapping up choco-
late, tea, ete., then put the articles in a dry cupboard
or drawer, and at the end of many years you will find
your plate as bright as on the day it was first packed,

To Kindle Fires,

Clean out your graie; cover the boltomwm with a
sheet of paper, cut or folded 1o it ; place your coals 1n
the grate to the level of the top bar, keeping The lar-
ger ones to the front {o prevent waste  Light your fite
on the tup, and allow il to burn downwards undistur-
bed. An ordinary fire, prepared and hghled 1in  this
way, will, according lo the size and fcr of (he grate,
burn four, s1x, or eight hours wilthout any renewal of
coal, burmng brighter and warmer than 1f hghied from
below, as fires  are ordinarily made. The coal shouid
be tolerably equal in size, large to the front and small
to the back. [ires made like this effect a great saving
of coal, hesides the checrfuiness, warmih, and freedom
from smohe.

How 1o Make a Fiiter.

The punification of waler for donhing 15 now o
strongly advocated, that a filter 1s regarded as indispen-
sable in almost evely household. At the same time jt
is well to remember that unless the greatest  care is
taken 1o keep the filter clean, it becomes in itsell a de-
gerous source of conlamination Irom the accumulation
of lmpurities within il. The foliowing simple filter
has been fried and proved {o be as efficacious as 1ihe
most costly.  In addition the fllering media  in this
case cosls mothing, so it can be changed very frequently,
Take a very large flower-pol  and insert a piece  of
sponge in the hole at the bolliom. Place in 1ke pot a
layer of sand three inches thick, over thai a layer of
powdered charcoal. Place ihe hlter on lwo flat sticks
laid across a clean pail, Keep filled with waler and use
as it runs through. It is a wise precaution {0 hoil the
watler before filtering itl—and 1s recommended by ex-
perts, as one of lhe mosi effective means to be adopted
during the prevalence of epidemics,

The Care of the Piano.

The tcmperature of the Toom in which ihe pialo ig
hept is one of the most important, things to be consi-
dered.  As moisiure is absolutely necessary, see that
the air in the room is not allowed 1o become too dry.
A growing plant will prove a good tesl; if it thrives
you may be sure that the atmmosphere is suilable 1o the
piano, if, on the other hand, the plani does not ihrive,
i would be well to find out the reason.  Abaui P
deg. is the preper femperature for the room in which
the pianc 1s heplt. Do not allow it o stand where the
sun’s rays shine direetly upon i, and be careful to‘kecp
it closed and well covered while the sweeping and  dust-
ing of the reom in which it slands are in progress. To
prevent the case of your piano fromn hecotning smoky in
appearance, wipe a small portion al a iime with a fing
sponge wet in tepid water, 1o which a litile Caslile
soap has been added. Dry  with a moisiened chamois
cloth, which has been wrung unlil it is almost dry,
When this has heen done apply some reliable piano polish
with a soff flannel ecloth, ~Atleniion to these details
will enable you to keep your piato bright and new
looking for many years.

P Zoce el il —

Lord Llgin claims {o he the direcl desecendant of the
male line of King Rober! 1he Bruce, whose sword and
helmet are kept at  Broomhall, He fs a gedson  of
Queen Victoria, from whom he received many iokens of
a.ﬂ(;ction, among them a beautilully carved busi of bher-
solf.

MOUNTAIN KING ASTHMA POWDER: (Registered)
gives immediate relief in cases of Chronic and MHumid
Asthma. Never fails. Give it a trial. A1l chemists
and stores. 2s 6d.
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. Hancock’s Imperial ALE and STOUT,

GOLD MEDAL ST, LOUIS EXHIBITION,
Bottled in Auckland,
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