Thursday, December 21, 1905

NEW ZEALAND TABLET _ 3

Fresh developments ensued in 1899.
the] Way of the Cross was completed. M. Roubaud
was again notified—presumably for ihe reasons men-
tioned in the last paragraph—that a wall was to be
erected around the church property. Again he paid no
heed. The wall was built in 1901, the year hefore that
assigned in the story for the marriage of the proprictor
of ihe Hermitage, and long in advance of * the advent
of the first,’ which (as the story ranneth) led to the
* walling-in * of the hapless Roubaud fanuly. Ilere was
a pretty inversion of cause and effect ! It rewminds one
of Looking-glass Land, where the sequence of an  acci-
dent to ihe Queen’s finger was—{irst bleeding, then a
healthy yell, and lastly the prick ol a big thorn. But
now, as in  the days when the world was young, the
wolf that wants a pretext for devouring the lamb, will
find no difficulty in making the course of evenls run up
stream. As regards the supposed wall of circumvaila-
tion about the Roubaud Ilermitage, it was not ¢ con-
structed round the house.”  The Mayor of Lourdes
testifies that it was ‘only on the nosth side, leaving
ppen ground on all the other sides,’ and free means of
commurnication at all seasons with the town. Tbe Ap-
peak Court at Paw, Iihe ulher suchi Courts in France at
the present time, is not opern 1o any suspicion of
favoring ecclesiastical ownership.  Yei 11 1is judgment,
on the case, 1t decided that Roubaud had no right of
way through tho episcopal grounds, and pointed ouk
that he had abundant space for the customary pathway
to b1s house, as 1he wall did not come nearer than with-
in threc meires (91, 10in.) of any parl of his property.
The story about the will, the delicate wile, and the
“walling-in,’ *1solation,” awmdl starvation of the family
has all Been 1magined or invepted by anticlericals 1o
whom, n such connections as this, iruth is in a very
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real sense stranger than fictien. ‘M. and Madame
Roubaud,” says the Mayor of Lourdes, ‘come down
into the town almest daly. DBoth they and  their

children arc in the enjoyment of perfect health; and they
lach nerther bread nor coals nor anything whatever.’
»

The Roubaud wcident was recently closed in the fol-
lowing anucable way. By an arrangement made between
the Mayor and the chief of {he mumeaipal police on thn
one side, and the Bishop (Dr Schoeepiter) on the oiher,
effective steps were {aben to prevent a recurrenee of {he
conducl which had necessttated  the ddosing of the Cai-
vary grounds at mght  The {orbiddance of {horough-
fare (said the Bisbop) had Aben no Jonger any objeet, and
the private road 1 cnce more open al a1l times Lo the
Roubaud family—not, ol rourse, as a legal ripht, but as an
act of Christian charity.  In tlew of Lis persistent dis
tegard of s signed apreements, 11 seems to o us  that
M. Reoubawd has been all along treated with a paticence
and censideration {hat he would neither have expected
nor reecwved at ihe hands of a lay proprietor. With
charac{eristic anticlerical ‘ honor bright,” the ¢ Matin®
refused 1o publish any part of ihe lengthy statement of
M. Lacaze, Mayor of Lourdes. It subsequenily appeared
in the ‘{(aulois’ and other papers. And here endeth—
in smoke—1ihe Punch-and-Judy tragedy of tle * walled-in’
innocenls of Calvary ili, over far-off Lourdes.
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(From our own correspondent.)

December 16,

[ regret to report that Mr. B Doherty, of Messrs
Fielder and Co, and o promment EDbernnen, is at pre-
sent dangereusly il with pneunionia,

The  members  of (he Iodge of Druids were enter-
tained o St Paltvich’™s 1Al on Wednesday evenihg by
the Ilibernians at o card tournament, wiieh ended 1w a
victory by @ very narrow margin for (he 1ibernians.

The members of 1he local Young Men's Club will
entertain  the Marist Brotlhers as usual on Thursday
evening next at ihe schoolroom, Boulcoil street, when
ike presentation of the annual Chrisimas hamper will
be made.

Al the neeessary arrangements 1n connection with
the Catholic pienie at ilie Belle Vue Gardens, Lower
IIutt, on Boxing Day, have been muade, and only fine
weather is required  to insure suecess. The fare by
rall, including admission to the ground, will be as
usual 1wo shilhings.  ‘Fhe children will be carried free,

Tiw very fine silver cup, presented 1o the  Young
Men's Club a few vyears ago by Mr. Ulic Shannon, will
be again competed [or by weinbers at the picnic  on
Boxirg Day., 'This cup has been won in succession by
Messrs, . Gamble, H. McKeowen, and P, O’Connor,
‘Lhe distauces for the eveni will be 150 and 220 yards.

The S1. Patnck’s and St. Aloysius’ branches of the
H.A.C.B. Society have decided 1o carry ouf a large
picnic at Day’s Bay on St. Patrick’s Day, and to hold
on the following Monday night a concert in the Town
Hall, foer which only the very hest talent is to be se-
cured.

A movement is on oot 1o present a purse of sove-
reigns to Mr. P. J. O'Regan 1n recognition of the splen-
did fight he made m the reeent eleciion contest for Wel-
lington Central, Swmce the declaration of the poll Mr,
O'Regan has received numecrous appteciative {clegrams
from promineni men all over the Colony.

The annual  distribution of prives at the Thaornden
parish school jtook place on IFrday aflernoon, that of
the Dixon street school on Iriday might, The Newtown
convent school's annuat entertamment will be held in
the Viectoria 1iall on Tuesday and Wedresday nexti. The
anntal distribution of prizes at S{. Patrick’s College
will he made on Tuesday next.

The results of the November law examinalions are
just to hand, and the members of our local club  are
again to the fore. Messrs, W, Perry and E. J. Fitfz-
gihbon have passed the semi-final section of their LL.B.
degree.  Two other of owr Catholic young men also
figure among the successtul ones. They are  Messrs.
J. J. McGrath and A. D. Lynch, who have bhoth passed
{he final seciion of the Soliciiels’ ISxamination.

Although Mother Aubert has decided to erect  ihe
buildings described in your last issue, 1t must not be
understood that ibe necessary [unds arce now in hand.
On the contrary, only about £2000 15 available, a large
amount of which was  donated by Mrs. Grace, of this
city. It 15 mntended to proceed with the ercction of the
buildings only n so  far as funds permit. The Home
wil be devoted entirely 1o children.

The  executwve ot the Federated Catholic  Young
Men's Socteties of New Zealand metl on Thursday even-
g Reports were reecived trom the vanous socielies
ol the oratotical competthions held under the auspiees
ot the Federation  Wath regard 1o the procuring of a
medal 1o be woern by members, the executive 15 now
awalling miormation tromm the Victorian Federation, for
whom the Hev. Father King, or Meibouine,, 1s stcuring
medals - from  Fngland  The diplomas {for piesentation
{0 the suceessiul orators are being obtamed locally. The
design 15 {0 be characteristic of New Zealand, and  ihe
diploma should be a most  handseme one. The  Rev.
Father Kimbetl and AMessrs. Fitzgibbon and McKeowen
were appeinted lo arrange for the preparatiwon of the de-
sipgh and the exccution of the diplotias as svon as pos-
sible.

Masterton

(From our own correspondent.)
December 15,

The duldren of St. Patrick’s Sclhiool * hroke-up ' {or
iheir sumimer vacation lo-day.

My J. I Conlan, of {he firm of Bunny and Dolan,
passed the final seetion o the Solweifors' Mxamination,
Mr. Conlan is an oid St Patrick’s Cotlege boy.

The devotion of the Forty llours’ Adoration was
commeneed at St Patriek’s Churelr on Frday last, and
brought 1o a tlose at the 11 o'clock Masy on Sunday,
when there was a procession of the Blessed Sacrament.
In the evening the Rev. Father Tymons preached an
cloquent  serinon on the Blessed Sacrament to a large
congregation.

The voeal and instrumental entertainment, given in
the Town 1lall last evewng by ihe pupils of St. Brde's
Convent, in ad of the funds of 510 Patrick’s School,
was aliended by a large and appreciative audience 1t
proved very enjoyable, anil the manner in which  those
who taok parl acguiited themselves reficeted most cre-
ditably on the trammyg they received [from the Siwsters,
who musi have devoted much pains o order tno produce
such satislactory results.  The first part opened  with
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