
(Fr<om our own correspondent.)
December 11.

Mr. John Barrett returned last week from his tour
in America and Ireland.

Prior to last Sunday's ceremonies, his Lordship
the Bishop had confirmed during his present pastoral
visitation 996 candidates.

The new church at Woolston is expected to be
completed and ready for divine worship and temporar-
ily for school purposes about the middle of January.
The school is to be taken charge of by the Sisters
of the Missions.

Sunday was essentially a day for the children at the
Cathedral, and the spectacle presented must have been
cheering to our befoved Bishop and his devoted clergy,
as well as to the hardworking and painstaking religious
who saw in realisation the fruits of many weeks of
careful training.

On Friday evening, in honor of the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, the Convent of the Sacred
Heart was beautifully illuminated. Rows of lighted
candles were displayed in each of tho numerous win-
dows. In the open, colored fires lit up the grounds
and the Cathedral, the whole scheme of illumination
presenting a brilliant spectacle.

There was a religious reception into the Order of
Our Lady of Missions at the Convent of the Sacred
Heart, Barbadocs St., on the Feastof the Immaculate
Conception, when six youno; ladies were received. The
Very Rev. Father Le Menant desiChesnais, S.M., V.G., <
presided, -there being also present tho Very Rev. Dean
Ginaty, the Rev. Fathers Lezar, Mahony, O'Connell,
and Peoples.

At the statutory meeting of Hie Thames Hospital
Trustees representing the local bodies, held for the pur-
pose of electing another trustee in accordance with the.
Act, his Worship the Mayor (Mr. A. Burns) presided.

-
Mr. Burns represented tho Borough Council, while the
representatives of the Ohinemuri County Council and
Thames County Council were Messrs. George Crosby and
R W. Bagnall respectively. It was decided that the
Right Rev. Mgr. O'Reilly be elected to the position.
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His Grace accordingly visited Otaki for the purpose
of making the presentation. The gathering of Maoris
was a thoroughly representative one, and was conducted
under the auspices of the Catholic Maori Mission., The
proceedings began on Wednesday, which was devoted to
welcoming the strangers. On Thursday evenine; a
speech was given by his Grace the Archbishop in the
mission house, in which his Grace detailed his experi-
ences while away from the Colony, and gave an account
of his interview with the Pope. Friday was set* apart
for the usual feasting. Before dinner the people came
into a wide circle and the head men formally handed to
his Grace the great collection of food, for which the
Archbishop thanked them.

High Mass was celebrated in the chapel by the Yen.
Archdeacon Devoy. The Rev. Father Tymons, of Pal-
merston North, was deacon, and the Rev. Father Mail-
lard, of Wanganui, was subdeacon. The choir was com-
posed of Rev. Fathers Ainsworth, Clune, Moloney,
Lacroix, and others. After the Mass, his Grace, assis-
ted byi Very Rev. Fathers Lewis and Binsfeld, adminis-
tered Confirmation to the European and Maori children.

During the service two beautiful illuminated *windows
were unveiled in the chapel. The presents from the
Pope consisted of framed photographs of his Holiness
signed with his ownhand, pictures of the Blessed Virgin;
mosaic, gold, and silver crosses, and medals. These
were handed to the priests of the mission. A proces-
sion was then formed which proceeded to the .spot where
the first miission house on the West Coast of the island
was erected.

Mother Mary Joseph Aubert, whose name has been
for so many years prominently associated in this Colony
"with the cause of the sick and distressed, is about
to increase her facilities for doing good. This wonder-
ful lady, not content with the work she has done so far
in the city, has decided to have large and commodious
building erected on her property at Island Bay. Mr.
James ODea, the architect, is at present calling ten-
ders for the work. 'The buildings are to be known as'
Our Lady's Home of Compassion,' and will comprise a

school for the education of waits and a large hospital
for the reception of incurables. The buildings will be
of brick, and, occupying as they will a most prominent,
site, should form one of the land-marks,of the locality.
They have been designed on the most modern lines. The
sanitary arrangements have been carefully studied, and
fire escapes will be provided where required. On the
first floor of the bchool building a chapel has been pro-
vided for the use of occupiers generally. When erected
the buildings will present a fine appearance, and form
yet another of the many monuments of the untiring
zeal of Mother Aubert in a work that so thoroughly
deserves that aid which the State neglects for some
reason to give. ' , j

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

The results of the Parliamentary elections both in
the city and provincial districts are, under existing
circumstances, quite satisfactory. The contests in the
threecity electorateswere strenuous ones, and until the
numbers went up opinions as to the probable results
were almost as numerous as the candidates. \* By kind permission, and under p~atronage of
his Lordship the Bishop, a grand vocal, instrumental,
and dramatic matinee is to be given on next Satur-
day afternoon in the girls' parish school by thepupils
of the Convent High School and girls' day school in aid
of works of charily. The matinee is under the
auspices of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Par-
ticular Council, and the programme is to consist of
all the principal items of the pupils' 'breaking up '
entertainments.

On last Friday evening week the members of the
Christchurch Catholic Club repeated their humorous en-
tertainment, described on the programme as & 'Komical
Karacter Koncert,' in the Oddfellows' Hall, Lyttelton,
to a good audience. Mr. H. Rossiter was musicaldi-
rector, and the various items, including the comedietta,
"The Blind Beggars,' were excellently rendered. The
entertainment was given under the auspices of the So-
ciety of St. Vincent de Paul, and was in aid of the
fund for erecting a hall at the port for the local
conference of the Society's mission to Catholic sea-
men.

At the half-past nine o'clock Mass in the Cathedral
on Sunday, celebrated by his Lordship the Bishop, one
hundred and thirty children and others received their
First Communion. The young people presented a brave
appearance ; the girls in charge of the .Sisters of the
Missions were dressed in white, with wreaths and veils,
and the boys in charge of the Marist Brothers' wore
white sashes and red rosettes. They were addressedin
impressive terms by the Bishop both before and after
they approached \he Holy Table. After Mass the chil-
dren were entertained at breakfast in the boys' school-
room, and were attended by the ladies of the congre-
gation. His Lordship presided. The Very Rev. Vicar-
General and Rev. Father Mahony were also present.
Some of the Sisters of the Mission and JNlarist Broth-
ers were in attendance. At three o'clock in the after-
noon in the presence of a large his
Lordship administered the Sacrament of Confirmation
to over 200 candidates, including upwards of thirty
adult converts. His Lordship also administered the
temperance pledge to all of the newly confirmed.
Prior to Vespers a procession of the clergy,
headed by the Bishop, the children, and congregation,
was made around the episcopal grounds. About a
thousand persons look part, and the Rosary was recited

en route. On re-entering the Cathedral the choir sang
1 Eccc Saccrdos Magnus.' Addressing the congregation,
the Bishop referred to the various principles guiding
the social and religious well-being of the people, tem-
perance above all else. The virtue of temperance, he
maintained, would distinguish every Catholic and every
New Zealander. He maintained, as he always did and
hoped always would, that whatever vices the young
New Zoalander may have acquired, that of intemper-
ance was not one of them. Were this not so the fore-
most positions they held would not be so. Even in the
field of athletics had they not the achievements of the
New Zealand footballers in tho old countries to point
to as a sterling proof of Iheir superiority as a race,
owing to their temperate habits. If this were not so
the successes they had attained would have been impos-
sible. The Bishops of this Colony weie safeguarding
the young from a vice that had been imported, and one
not natural to our young people, by administering the
pledge of total aibstinence until at 'least they 'attained
maturity. After the sermon there was a renewal of
baptismal vows and acts of consecration to our Blessed
Lady and St. Joseph, read respectively by Miss Katie
O'Connor and Master Thomas Dwyer. Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament was given by the Bishop, atten-
ded by tho Rev. Fathers Mahony and Peoples, the Very
Rev. Vicar-General and Rev. Father O'Connell assisting
in the sanctuary. Mrs. A. C. Nottingham was sponsor
for the girls and Mr. E. O'Connor for the boys for Con-
firmation. _____ _________
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