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It will be seen thai the eftect of Bible reading in
schools is'lo increase the number of privaie schools
(and for private schooly can be read Roman Catholic
schools). In  the three States where there is  Bibie
reading 1n schools, the percentages of pupils inprivate

ﬁschools are 20, 22, and 26, while 1n the other States the

percentages arce 14, 14, and 174, This clearly shows
that Catholics make greater efforts in Bible reading
Siates to keep their children out of the State schools
than they do in the other States. It 1s easy for the
New Zealand Bible-in-schools Party to say that the
gystem works well in those three Australian States. My
figures go i show {hat by far the greater part of the
Catholie children of those States do not attend  the
State schools, but  are tanght in their own Catholic
schools.

I quote the manifesto again: “If a child bears a
portion of the Lible read every day ; if the hard words
arc explamed to lum; and it the teacher docs his duty
by seeing that he remembers what was read on the pre
vious day he 15 at any rate receiving clementary instruc,
tion, twhich jwill ereatly  facilltate the task of the Sun
day school iecacher and the clergyman.’

[ wonder how many of 1ihe authors of the manifesto
have had experience 1n primary school teaching. Thers
are plenty of subjeets n the school gyllabus now with-
out adding the above burden 1o the lot ol the publie
school {eacher. 'to do what is required {according to
the manifesto), reading, explanation of hard words, and
memorising, would take a {eacher in an ordinary school
nearly an hour a day  School teachers will be grateful
to the parly for their thoughtiulness in suggesting &
little mole work.

Another quotation @ ¢ But tt is not frue that the
clergy have neglecled themr duly o this respect;  we
could mention many places where they do teach m the
schools, so dar as 1t 1s possible for them.” It would be
most interesting and instructive 1if the authors cof  the
mantfesio would quole iigures showing how many Protes-
tant  clergyman have been piving religious insiruetion
outside ol school houts to cnldren inothe public schooly
of 1his Colony. Figures would prove thetr statement,
ere are two extracts from the Australian Gilieial Year
Book, 1903 " In South Australia, 1f the pments desire
1, the mimsier may require the teacheis to read to
their children o pfvrtion of Scripture [or a quarter ol
an hour cach morning befere the ordinary school work
bewins, but  the reading must be * withou! notle or comi-
ment > The regulations are silent as {o {he selection of
the passaces to be 1ead and as to any conecience clause
m fasor of the  teacher . but thig is of hittle conse-
guence as, virtaally, no Sceripture reading has heen ashei

1o Victoria and Queensland no teacher s allowed
i mve any other than secular imstruction nany Slate
school huilding  This clause was nseried in the Vie-
tarian Ace on the mobion of Mr. Wilberlorce Stephens,
who declared that 1t was ntended as a protection 1o
ithe teachers and thal, as far as the Gosvernment was
aware, the gencral lecling was in favor of such a pro-
tection '’

1 hope 1he Bible-ui-schools Party will read them
carclully. They are wolih reading and worth {hlnbing
abont

In conclusron, T wish 1o stale thaf, althongh 1 am
strongly apposed to Bilbfe reading e schools, Toain not
one of those f persons whe look upon Chhistiamiy as
an idle or nosmous superstiton? .

The  doflowine,  extracl v Trom the  Aistralian
Year Dook, 100 —Fducation (West Australia) —* The
teaching v the Govervmen! schools s strictly secular,
Lbul  {he Bible 1w read, wetbont comment, half an hour
before  school hecins, to culdren whose parenis  ex-
press no ohpection o ther aliending same’ Wil the
Bible-n-nchonls  Teasue mtarm me 10 Bible reading is
part of the West Austrahan schools’ wotk ? How can
it be when 1t inkes place *halt an heur before school
begins ?7

Naother Mary Josephine, Superioress of the Convent
ol Merey, Mount Baiber, celebrated her silver Jubilee 1n
1the rehigions hite on November 16 Dro bumne, Bishop
of Wilteannia, was piesent al the celebrations.

The annual spiriiual retreat for ladies, to he preached

by the Bes. Father Kellv, S0, at ibe Convend of
he Sacred  Dreart, Timarn, besins  on Janvary 17,
Laties desyous of  attending should apply without  de-
lay (o the Rev. Mother.
. Messrs Shnon Brothers, the well-huown Loaol a_ml
vehioe imporiers and mannfociurers, George 81 Dunedin,
and  Matn ioed, South Dunedin, osh their Diends and
patrons  to remember  ibat their assoriment of new
seasun’s woods is  exceptionaliy chowe, and that a study
of their price hst will prove that money can he saved
by patromsing thes frm. .

Hancock’s !

mperial ALE and STOUT.

Diocesan News

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

(F'rom our own correspomdent.)
. December 9.,

Lhis Grace the Archbishop will administer Confirma-
ton al Wellington South on Sunday.

‘The Rev. Wather O'Dwyer has been placed in  the
Palialua parish Lo assisl the Rev, Father T. McKenna.

The convent now heing erected at Island Bay ior
the Sisters of whe Sacred Hears 1s rapidly approaching
completion, and even now presents an imposing appear-
ance. 14 is the object of much admiration on the par$
of the many visitors Lo this part of the district.

For sonie days past Catholic Maonris from various
parts of New Zcaland have been arriving at Otaki to
tahe part in a singularly interesting ceremony. When
his Grace the Archbishop last year journeyed to Rome,
he was. the bearer ol a quaintly and picturesquely
worded address from  the Catholic Maoris to the Holy
Father, and bore also with him a number of valuable
gitts for presentation to his Iloliness. The text of the
address was as follows (—

*To the most Holy Father Pius the Tenth.—Greet-
mg to you, O Father, dwelling in  the house of mourn-
g ot our Ioly-kather Leo the Thirteenth, who  hag
gone 1o cterna! wappmess.  We, your children, exe
clamm from s corner of the Globe, ** Go, O Leo, ta
God, to our 1lloly Mower sary and to Sainl Peter.
Gio the exalted oue, the powerful one, the holy one, go
the Dbright star of God.’

“ With these words we conclude our lament for the
Holy Father Leo XIII. O Father, may you live for
cver ; you whao have taken the place of the dead. Qur
hearts are fOlled with great joy that you have been
elected to fill 1he seal of the holy ones. In you we
sce exemplified  our proverbial saying, ‘° When a chief
falls, anoiber immediately rises in his stead.”

* 0, Father, we, your children, are assembled here
at Whangachu on this the 10h of Apnl, 1904, in the
year of Jubllee, for the consecration of our Church,
which 14 ealled the Church of Our Blessed Lady con-
caved without sin. Many Catholic natives have come
to be present al the gathering on  this oceasion. From
Ngatrapa, Ngawainhi,  Ngat:tuwharetoa, Ngatikauhata,
Ngatitetangi, Ngatihapu, Ngatitkorehe, and Ngaitahu.
tithes  at  this  gathering  on  this day many
words ol weleome and  congratulation were expressed
for you 1n the presence of s Grace the Archbishop.
You are our father, and vou wili lead us to ihe light
v iich will buing us {o ihe Atk of elernal salvation. We,
your cluldien, make appheation to  God for you, and
hope m our hearts that vou will not forget us, your
(heldren - We now conclulde, may you lve for ever, and
may God guard and proteet you.’

The address and mifts were duly presenled by his
Girace 1o the Holy ¥ather, who in return sent a letter
and a numbher of gifts {o {he Maons. The Jetter is as
follows —

¢ Most THusirious and Reverend Lord,—1lis Holiness
has 1ecenved  the address  seat 1o him through your
Grace from the chiefs of 1bhe Maori tribes in New Zea-
tand, expressive of the afleefionate and heartfelt senti-
ments ol all therr Catholie people.  Accordingly, I ask
you by direction of the august Pontil to convey to
the knowledege of fhose zood {rihes and their chiels
that his TToliness bhas received with the greaiest plea-
spre 1heir homare paid bholh {o himscll and to his pre-
decessor, T.eo XIIT,  of holy memory. The perpetua-
tion of the devoledness which the Maori people of New
Zealand profess for the Vicar of Christ is ample proof
that they preserve pieciously the spirit of {aith in re-
gard {o the Roman See, and that their hie is  always
actuated by the precepis of Jesus Christ, wheever hap-
peits 1o be the person who continues Tlis preaching  to
them from the beighis of 1he Vatican. Wherefore, the
Sovercign Pontiff, Pius X, embraces with paternal affec-
tion all his Catholic children 1n New Zealand, and while
he thanks them for the discharge of their duty, Tthe
reciprocates fwith each of them greetings expressed in
thesr address.  And, morcover, as a pledge of his par-
ticnlar benevolenee, hiv IToliness imparts his  Apostolic
hlessing 1o 1he chiefs of the aforesaid {ribes, and 1o all
the faithin]l helonmmp 10 them, whilst furiher adding
thal Ins Toliness hes{ows o like favor in a special man-
ner upon your Grace, who devotes the labors of vour
aposiolate 10 1he said people, T remain, with sentiments
nf 1he most sincere esteem, your Grace’s sincers  ser-
vant,

L MERRY DEL VAL (Cardinal).

' GOLD MEDAL ST. LOUIS EXHIBITION,
Bottled in Aunckland,




