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Thursday, December 14, 1905

The following memhbers enter Parliament for the first
time : Messrs Stallworthy (Kaipara), Poland (Ohine-
muri), Poole (Auckland West), Gmweenslade (Waikato),
Dillon (Hawke's Bay), Ress (Pahiatua), Hogan (Wan-
ganui), Izard (Wellington North), Gray (Christchurch
North), Macpherson (Mount Ida), and Malcolm (Olutha).

There was not a single representative of the Oppo-
sition elected in four provincial districts—Hawke’s Bay,
Taranaki, Nelson and Marlborough, and West Coast;
six are from  Aucklard, 3 from Canterbury, 3 from
Otago, 2 from Wellington, and 1 from Southland. The
Government have a majority of 18 over all pariies in
the North Isiand, and the same in the South Isfand.
A peculiar featurc of the election is that the Govern-
ment have the same number of follnwers in the North
and South Isiands—28 in cach, whilst the Opposition-
ists and Independent Liberals togelher nwmber 10 in
each case.

‘*THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD’

e

The Very Rev. Father Le Menant des Chesnals, V.G,
Christchureh, has received the foliowing letter from bis
Grace the Archhishop of Wellington —

Wellinglon, December 2, 1805,
* My dear Father Le Menant des Chesnais,—

*1I have read with the greatest pleasure and
interest your new and timely work entitled * The Church
and the World.” I tender {o you my sincerest cons
gratulations. Il 1s an excellent work—ome which, by
the light and grace of God, will be most useful 1o
those of the Old Farth, and a beacon of trulh to lead
outsiders to the true fold. It 1s a rich mine of 1n-
formation on 1he most absorbing questions of the day,
being the result of very extensive and accurate rcading
in many hranches of secular and religious knowledge. 1
should like to sec 1t 1 every Catholic lanuly throughoud
New Zealand and Australia, to stremgihen its readersn all
good, and cnable them to mve a reason for ther faith
while enlightening their Iriends of other crecds sn their
sincere scarch afler the truth, by the removal of their
errors and preposscestons regarding Catholic belief and
practice.

* Wishing you many vyears of health and sirength
to continue your zealous labors [or the glory of God and
the benefit of your fellow men,

“I remain, Very Rev. dear Father,
*Yours faithiully,
oL FRANCIR REDWOOD, 530,
Archbishop of Wellingtlon.!

Tlis Grace the Most Dr. Kelly, Coadjutotsarchbishop
of Sydney, writes as [ollows 1o the Veiy Rev Falher
Le Menant des Chesnais :—

§ 8, Benediel's, Sydney, Nov. 27,

* Very Rev. dear Fatlher,—

CIp expressing my appreciation of your good
ness in preschling me a ¢opy of ' The Church and the
World * I feel at a loss for suttable terms of praise
The present and future generations of miclhgent  and
unprejudiced fellow-countrymen will find n this your
work excellent 1nstruction and convieing proot upon, the
mind and action of the Church as * the heht of  the
world ' and ¢ the salt of the earth,”  IHer character
also ay the organ of the Iloly Spinit and the mystic
hride of the Incarnate God must needs he reeoghsed
your pages by all who do ndt resist the tiuth The
selection of chapters 13 adnmurably adjusted {o the ree
quirements of all our brethren. 1 hope the eireulation
will grow year by year.

' Very gratefully your servant in Chrisi,
« M. KEELLY,
* Uoadjutor Archbishop of Sydney.’

The Very Rev. Father Le Menant des Chesnais has
also been Lhe recipient of leiters from other members
of the I1lierarchy, congratulating him on the publication
of his book.

We understand the sale of the first edilion has been
so satisfactory that a second will shortly bhe put 1n
hands.

14903,

The sysiem of education at ihe Sacred lleart Con-
vent, conducted by the religious of the Sacred lleart
at Island Bay, Wellington, cmbraces a regular and
graduated course of studies, inciuding a thorovgh hnow-
ledge of Christian doctrine, all the branches of an Fnpg-
lish education, French language and literature, cloments
of Latin, music, needlework, ete. The new convent will
be opened for recepiion of pupils in February next...

BIBLE-IN-SCHOOLS.

THE NEW SOUTH WALES PLAN DISSECTED.

Some ¢f the Bible-in-schools advocates in New Zea-

land javor what is known here as ‘' the New South
Wales plan® It is simply the incthod which mvas adop-
ted 1n Irelamd—and long apo discarded--for weaning the
y:_)uth of the Green Isle ' from the abuses of Popery.'
We have had our say upon the subject mamy a time ;
})ut s0 much fiction has been spun around the system by
s New Zealand advocates, that the following article
by Mr. J. P. Kelaugher, a public school teacher, in a
recent issue of the * Timaru Herald,” cannot fail to be
of 1nterest le our readers. Mr, Kelaugher writes :—
_ The manifesto ol the Bible-in-schoods League says,
inter alia, ' New Zcaland stands almost alone in exclud-
ing the Scriptures from ils schools. The Bible is read
daily in all Schools in England, Scotland, New South
Walces, Western Awuwstiralia, and Tasmania, and in con-
siderable poriions of ihe United States and Canada, and
in most of them distinct religious teaching is given.

The following facis and figures will prove wliaf
value such a statement as the ahove has: In many
parts of United Siates, Massachusetts, for instance,

the resulte of religious instruction in schools have been
such that Catholic school teachers are practically barred
from all appointments. * The Bible is read daily in all
schools in England,” says the manifesto. What of the
1062 Roman Cathelic elementary schools (open in 1903 iy
Iungland) ¢ 1 challenge ihe authors of ihermanilesto fo
verily their stafement.

Anpther statement from the manifesto 1 ' We repeat,
therefore, there 15 not an elementary school in England
in which the Bible is not read.’

On August 31, 1903, there were in Lngland 1062 Re-
man Catholic elementary schools with 405,535  pupils,
Since when have the Catholics started Bibie reading in
schools 7 The statement in {he manifesio is evidenily a
gross misrepresentation of facts.

(The writer 15 under a misapprehiension in assuming
that the Bible is not read or taught mm the Catholic
schools.—Ed. N.Z.T.)

Mr. Jobn Morley, M.P., may surely be iaken as an
cxpert authority on Iinglish educational matiers, These
arc his words : * My own view has been, ever since T
hegan to think about public things, that you will never
come to a wise setilement until you have removed alto-
getler tha hand of the State from religious instructlion.
Religious instruction is a thing for the parents. It is
not a thing for the Siate; and I Tor my own part can
never he cordial towards any policy, any changes in
policy, which do not recognise the principle that the
State is concerned with seeular ihings and has no con-
cern with the religious things’

The  mawfesto says: ' There is not the slightest
sign of pnblic dissatisfaction  with 1his system  (1.e,,
Bible reading in Inglish schools).  Does not the above
tell a very different tale ? Now we come 1o Ausirahan
colomes T have prepared  a few figures, and for all
my figures I am prepared 1o give the best of authority
(Enzlish and Australian),

Bible reading 1n scheols is carricd on in New Sauth
Wales, Western  Austraba, and Tasmania  Now  siudy
these figures {percentages are approximately correct)

1003, No of Fate No. of Pupils

Schonls, on Roll.
N.&, Wilen 2793 ... 213,518
Queeneland o L 97,308
8 Aunstralia 7 T, 61,977
Tasmania . RNt SN 24,595
Vietoria 16v2 213622
W, Australia ... 202 .. . 24 267

PrIivaTE EcHooLs, 1903,

Bcheo's, Pupils on Roll
New Bcuth Wales 81 L 60,116
Queensland W 15,721
~outh Australia ... 205 L 10,269
Fasmania 177 8842
Victoria TRT e 45077
Western Aunstralia 92 .. 6,757

These schools are praclically afl Cathelic gchools, In
Sydney the Church of ¥ngland has 23 day schools, with
a total of 2834 pupils. (A) Pereentage of Roman
Catholics in State ; (B) percentage of school children in
State atiending private schools.

A, B.
Per o/ nt, Per oent.

New South Wales ... 25 20
Queensland.., 2t .. 14
], Augtralia 4 L. 14
Tarmania ... 17} 26
Victoria ... 214 17§
West Aurtralia 211 22

l'l' N lmporter, Watchmaker, Manufacturing Jeweller, Medalist, ete.
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