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Some thirteen children received First Communion in
St. Andrews Church on Hunday, December 3. Rev.
Father Le Floch had been instructing them for some
months past, and finished their preparation by a three
days’ retreat. The church looked its best on Sunday
morning, green and red hangings in graceful loops fall-
ing to the walls on either side, and tihe altar and sanc-
tuary tasielully decorated with a wealth ol late spring
fluwers. The children recetved at the nine o'clock
Mass, and renewed their baptismal vows at the sccond
one. Rev. Father Le Floch celebrated both, and gave
short discourses suitable {0 the occasion {

After the sermon yesierday evening three postulants
weie teceived into the Childred of Mary, and a large
number of aspirants made their consecralion.

A most successful bazaar was held in the St.  An-
drews Public I1all last week, the proceeds going io ithe
funds of 1ihe local church. The {air was opened on

Tuesday might by Mr. G. Lyall, J P., and as the wea-
ther was parlicularly violent, heavy rans and sirvong
wind, the attendance was but small. However, on the

three following nighis the elements were klnder, and the
attendance and business done more than satisfied the
zealous stallholders, Mrs. ’Callaghan and Miss O'Lough-
lin, as well as our local clergy. Although 1t was clee-
{iion week and there were tnany atiraclions in lown, a
party of ladies and gestlemen drove out from Tunaru
each evening to provide concer{ programmes. Anmong
the vocalists were the Misacs  Meliuinness and Walsh,
Rev. Father ¥mmnerty, Vessre Jordan, MeDeonald, and
Healey, and Master BeDonald.  Aleesrs, MeCarthy  and
Ryan gave a slep-dance, and some school children  also
lent their efforts to eptertam The Misses K. MeGuin-
ness, [ Dennehy, and W, leoan mesided at the piano
in  therr usual able wanner, and Aro A Walson  very
salisfactondy  fulfilled  the dvties of secielary.  The
drawing of 1he arl wwon tooi place on Friday.

St John's Tennis Club held 11s offieial opening on
Wednesday last, and the day heing a hohiday and  the
weather {me there was a large attendance of members,
the fair sev bemyg in the majorny  Hev  Father  Tub-
man, president ol ihe  club, in ins mmaugural remarks,
congratulaied 1he members on the assiduity with wimch
ithey attended morming and evening for practice, and ex-
pressed his pleasure at being able to help them towards
the laying dowt of the second courl, which would do
away with long waits for a game. Tle duly declared
the courts open, and sel a gooud cxample by starting in
a game of mised doubles Aftermoon tea was dispensed
by the ladiesjol {he club.

LYTTELTON
{From an occasional correspondent.)

On Friday, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
ihe children of the convent school, Lyvttelton, as usual
invited their devoted pastor, Rev. Fatlier Cooney, to the
schoolroom, where they had prepared a very entertan-
ing concert lo celebrate the annviersary of his ordina-
tion.  This vrar the parnshioncts woined heat by anil
generously with the young people m ipalane a suitable
preseniation, as a shight 1ccogntuion of lus sealous and
untiting eflorts for thewr spiritual and temporal weltare
The mifts presented were o handsome silver {ea sct, a
set of carvers, and o pretty Japanese atlernoon service,
with some other smaller useful presents The  Hev.
Father thanhed the parisliioners and children for  thor
beautiful and valuable gilts, all of which gate nm a
great surprise  In alluding to g work amongst them
he said that he had many difficuliies to face on connng
te Lytltelton, but he certainly had the co-operation of
the people, and only for iheir help he could not wipe
off a debt of £800 in four short vears e had (he
conlinued) celebrated that day the eighlth anmversary of
his ordination. Five vyears of this time were now al-
most spent in TLyitelton, where he felt quite happy and
satisfied tn remaimn and work as long as Almiphty God
and his Bishop willed it. The parishioners then wished
Father Cooncy many happy reinrns of  the day

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS

Letters and other commmunicationy for our issue of
December 28 should reach this office, 1f poassible, on Fri-
day, December 22, as only bhrief items can be accepled
on the morming of our publishing day (Wednesday),

We have recewed from the New Zealand lothing
Factory six puzzles, which they are distmibuting gratis
during ihis month. The nruszles are all extremely -
teresting and novel, and will afford amusement to those
who are able to secure 1hem. Thesc puzzles are another
example of this firm's smart adveriizing, for which
they are so thoroughly well noted, in addition 1o their
local manufacturics under the ' I1 B.” brand,

Hibernian Society, Dunedin

The quaricrly summoned neeling of ihe Dunedin
branch of the Hibernian Society was largely attended.
'The items on the business paper were numerous and in-
leresting, no less than four nolices of motion having
Lieen disposed of. It was unanimously resolved to pay a
friendly visit to the Milton branch and altend Mass there
in regalia. The sceretary’s salary was increased, as was
also the {reasurer's. Coensidering the numerical strength
of the branch entailing a large amount of work, it was
inought that those othcers were underpaid for some
time. A vigilance commiitee was appoinied to look
after members gelting into arrears with the view of
influcncing them to Tetain their connection with the Sos
ciety. During the evening two presentations were made.
Bro. D. O'Mahoney, who had been irecasurer of the
branch for seventeen years and had been forced to re-
ure through ill-health, was presented with a solid gold
Cellie cross suitably inscribed.  7The president, Bro. T.
McDermoit, in making the presentation referred to the
many services rendered " by Bro. O’Mahoney to the
branch during his long {erm of office. Bro. (’Mahoney
feelingly replicd and thanhed the members for remember-
ing him, and said that he did nol at all consider himself
deserving of such kindress on their part and expressed
the hope that he would yet he of some service to the
branch. Ie congratulated the members on securing such
an able officer as Bro. J. Hally as his successor. Speak-
ing generally, he said that durning the first part oif lus
treasurership the branch was nol as flourishming  as i,
should be, but thanks {0 ahle administration it gradu-

ally  improved uniil now 1l was  ihe premier
one  of New ZAealand, Bro. J. M. Casey
was  also presented with a P.P. certificatd  surtably

frained and plaved, as a token of the able manner in
which he conducted and presided over the meetings dur-
ing bis term  of olhce as president. Bro. Casey, in
thanking the members, saxd he never expecied such  re-
cognition, and at the firsf inlimation of this presenia.
tion he was most agreeably surprised., He assured the
members that his mierest in the branch would noi cease
with this presentation, but he would continue his pre-
sent activity and 1f possible take a kcener interest in
1ts welfare 1 the {uture. 11 was also decided to  pre-
sent Bro. W, Carr with a 1estimonial in recognition “of
his past services to the branch. It is most gratifying
to find such good leeling existing amongst the members,
especlally such a large membership, because when mem.
bers agree amongst themselves and conduct the business
hanvsomously there 3s more {ime and eucouragement for
other good works

The Rev, Father Cofiey, branch chaplain, said  he
hoped {o see every member hving in the district present
at Communion on Sunday, December 24, when the mem-
bers, n regalita, would  approach the alfar railsin  a
body  Those whoe had not regalia could fall in with the
test, as he was anxious 1o sce a large atiendance, and
thus show their strength and faith as worthy membery
ot a Cathohe svaety.  Onre candidate was elected abnd
two proposed

The lollowing officets  were clected withoul opposis
tion President, Bro T. McDermott (re-clected) ; vice.
president, Bro T MceQuillan  (re-clected) ; secrelary,
Bro J O'Counor {1e-elected) ; {reasurer, Bro. J. 1lally;
watden, Bro W Butler (re-clected)} ; guardian, Bio. W,
J o Menton , sick visitors, Bros. J, Saunders and T
Metqnllan (e-cleetedy ) wuditors, Bros. 1, Hussey and
D Columh (re-elected) , Judicial cominittee, Bros.
Jacques, Flynn, (asey, Hoare, Saundets, ilussey, (ol-
gan, Boyle, and Ford.

New Publications

e
.

The © Advacale ' Press (Melbourne) has reprinted in
pamphlet forny m full {the ' Hansard ' report of the re-
cent preatl debate in the Federal Parliament on IHome
tule for [Ireland.  Thig timely pamphlet consists of
111 pages of closely-printed matler, and 1s the handiest
publication dealing with bolh sides of the quesiion that
we are acquanted with. It is illustrated with  por-
traits ol ile memhers who voted in faver of the Home
Rule motion, and, al the modest price at which it has
been published (sixpence), shouid command a ready sale
among ‘the sea-thvided Gael,” and among all who take
an fnteresi in {his burning question of our time,

A private telegram recerved in Dunedin on Tuesday
conveyed Lhe intellgence that the Very Rev. Dean Foley
had a furn for the worse on that day. The patient is
«till 1n the Mater Misencordiae Hospital, Auckland. His
many friends throughou{ New Zealand will  anxiously
awall betier news regarding him.

Hancock’s Imperial ALE and STOUT.

GOLD MEDAL ST, LOUIE EXHIBITION,
Bottled in Auckland,



