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eers. In our issue of November 23—a fortnight belore
the gencral elections—we 1ook pains Lo emphasise in our
deading columns the gpirit of freedom with which Cath-
olics, at lIeast, should approach ihe electoral urns., And
we quoted the fellowing words of Dr. Barry, spoken in
England, as being a true siatement of principle and
policy jor the guidance of his co-religionists in  New

Zealand : ' What are Catholics to do,’ he asks, ' at the
gencral election ?  “* All vole one way and heep in the
Tories,” says a Conservative. '“ All vole the other way

and turn them out,” replies the Lileral. Bul we know
beiore a vule is tast thal nefther Whig nor Tory will
get his desire. Catholics are agreed in religion, but
in nothing else. There is no power on earth to which
1hey would hearken that can counsel them to be of one
mind in politics.  We must cach of us decide for our-
selves.’” These are words that the Rev. Mr Gray would
do well 1o mark, learn, and inwardly digest when next
he goes clectioneering.

——

The French Tyranny

A brief cable message in last week’s daily  papers
announced 1hat the French Seraile had adopied the Bill
for the separation of Chureh and State, as passed by
ihe Chamber of Deputies. This fresh legislation comes
into jorce with the dawn of the New Year. Nomin-
ally, a separation lakes place between Churceh and State
in ¥rance, and the Church 15 supposed to pgo on her
separate way rejoicmg.  DBut this iy o were legal  fie-
1on. As a matier of factl, the Chuich seis oul upon
her new carcer plundered ot her property, siripped to
the bone, hampered an her  orgamsatiwon, loaded with
Iresh manacles, subgcl mote than ever 1o the eapiice
and tyranny of ihe  sccular power, and shorn  of the
services of thousands of religious who have heen driven
out at the pomt of the bavenet and compelled 1o seek
homes or graves 1n forcign lands.

Marina, ihe desolate wile in Tiyron’s * Two Foscari,’
SaYSs —

" The country is thwe 1rartress, whieh thrusts forth
Fler Dest and bravest {rom her  Tyranny
Is far the worst ot treasons. [Dost thouw deemn
None rebels exeept subieets? The prince who
Negleets o1 violates his 1rust s more
A bngand than ihe robber-chiel?

Bul there are {yrants a-iwany besides those—rare now-

adays among (aucasran peoples—that wear {he regal or

mmpertal dadem And the so-called  Separation Biil
represcnts, anoall ats cirenmstances, one of the  worst
forms of relipreus tyranny and ireason to a sacied

trust that have  heen, perpeirated moour geaeration.
Many of 1ts Freemason and Radical supporiers frankly
acknowledged that 1t was merely a means towards an
end And the end they had, and have, 1 view 15 the
destruction, not atone of Cathohicism, but of

and 1ehigious wdeals 1 lodee-tidden France.  So
is acknowledged by a well-informed  Protestant
in a recent ssue of ihe Londen ' Churel Tomes > {Ang-
licany The Jacobin S{ale in Franee (says he) * has
shown thatl it regards not ' le ddericalisme,” hut  la
chretiente 7 as Y Uensemi ™ The  most politically
humble and seli-cfacing Christian Chureh, 1f 3t marin-
iammed uncarthly and supernatural claims upon the human
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conscience, would be intolerable ta the Combesis(, whao
cries ' ecrasces Ulnfame,”  When  Victor Iugo was
buried in the ancient chureh of St Genevieve,  every

veslige of Chrstianity was removed  from the bhuilding,
without and within Thal 1s the spirii which has torn
the cruoifix friom the walls of {he law courts, and for-
bidden the half-masting of ships' lags on Good TFriday,
which prohihits the President of the Republic from at-
tending public  worship, or any official of the State
from wearing umiorm in church.  Indeed, {here are few
departments  an wihieh even small officials can  altend
Mass without & black mark being affixed to iheir names.’
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Threatening Rebellion

John Mitchel once said thal it is casier to come to

a meeting with rotten eggs than with sound arguments.
That is just the impression left upon our mind after a
perusal of the report of the recent Orange * national’
demonstration held in Melbourne to protest against the
pelitions of the Commonwealth Parliament to King
lidward VII. on behalf of Home Rule for Ireland,
What we may call the addled egg fallacy was oppres-
sively obtrusive during the whole proceedings. But the
demonstrators were, by long previous custom, mured 1o
{he atmosphere. The demonstration (says the * Tri-
bune ') was shorn of its best intended glory ‘by the
glailure of (. H. Beid to heave his corpuleni waistcoat
in view of the audience. The heavy politician,” adds
our Melbourne contemperary, ' was busy earning fees in
Sydney Supreme Court, and he let the ¥mpire rip for
the time being. There wasn't a representative
Australian on the platform, which fact Is as significant
as Wilks’ admission that tihe audience was Orange, or

of Orange sympathies.’
L ]

‘ Quel che nasce di gallina,’ says an old Italian pro-
verb, ' conviene che razzoli '—he that comes of a hen
wilt naturally scrape. And long experience has taught
us what sort of oratorical Catherine-wheels and gutter-
bullies we may expecl 1o come as a matter of course
of an Orange platiorm, Nobody was iherefore sur-
prised at the exhibition ot verbal pyrotechny and
glowing religious hate that marked the recent demon-
strgtion in Melbourne. If came, 100, as a matter of
course that those vociferous ' leyalists” who are ever
slaying ' rebets ' with their mouths, should receive with
marked favor a proposal to resist ‘al the point of the
bayenet ! a broad-minded scheme of legislation that was
carried 1 the Ilouse of (ommons on the first of Sep-
tember, 1833, by the substantial majority of thirty-

four votes. Similar threats were issued in 1886 and
1893 1o ‘line the ditches ' north of the Boyne with
bayonets, U the King, Lords, and Commons ol the

United Kingdom dated to cxercise their right and pre-
rogative of granting to the Uinderclla nation of ihe
West an instalment of the sell-government which is en-
joved by every State of the Australasian group,

(‘olonel Saunderson (an Ulster Orange Member of
Parllament) was one of 1he militant brethren  who
thieatened to ¢ put fifty thousand wen under arms’ the

noment llome Rule became really imminent, The men-
ace was, of course, a brutum fulmen—a thunderboli of
goose-down, T. D. Suthvan rallied in the following

merry measure the voluble and demonsiralive Colonel,
hs echo and fanuhar spirit, Colonel Waring, and Mr.
william Johnston, of Ballyhilbeg, the ithree parliamen-
tary arc-lights of the lodge in 1893 :—

Yt When Gladstone gels s ITome Rule Bill,”
Says Saunderson to Waring,
“Then you, and 1, and Ballylall,
Will show our marlial daring. '
Without delay, the very day
That down such gape he pitches,
We'll DIl our flasks from jars and casks,
And maich (o * line the ditches)”
With stall and mrght and valor bright
We'll set the world a-siaring '—
‘O We gurely wull? says Ballykill
“Of course we will,”? says Waring.

€4 Tf 1 the fields the rebel roub
Will nol confroni our Lodees,
In street and lane we'll find them oul,
Despite their craven dodges ;
We'll pol the rascals at their doors,
We'll club their babes and spouses,
Wwe'll sack their shops and wreck their stores,
And lool their publie houses.
And then 'twill be a joy to sec
Our boys the plunder sharing ;
The victors' toil deserves the spoil ''—
* Of course it does,” says Waring.
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