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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET

Pergant Directores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet, Apostolica Benedictione confortati,
Religionis et Justitise causam promovere per vias Veritatis et Pacis.

Die &4 Aprilis, 1900,

LEO XIII., P.M.

TRANSLATION.—Fortified by the Apostolic Blessiug, let the Divectors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablet
continue to promote the cause of Religion and Fustice by tne ways of Truth and Peace.

April 4, 1g00.

LEO XIIL., Pope.

Current Topics

*An Unholy Alliance’

The Rev, RB. 8. Gray, of Chrisichurch, is one of ihe
loral standard-bearers of the Prehibition movement. His
views on no-license arc his own allair. Some of his
recent remarks on the local option poll are our affair.
In an interview with the represenwadmve of a  Chrnst-
church daily paper on last Thursday, the good man
spoke, at leas® in part, under the 3stress of feelings
that had been beaten black-and-blue. ‘ Mr. Gray,' ,says
ihe interviewer, * also dwelt upon what he called an un-
holy alhance hetween the Liquer Party and the Roman
Catholics m the North Ward and clsewhere, a combina-
tion of which the righieous sentiment of this  lolony
would, -he believed, without doubt express its strong dis-
approval.’

In discussion, as well as in cookery, you must first
catch your hare. DMr  Gray ought {o have Dbeen sure
that he had s facts 1n hand before he placed the al-
leged ' unholy alhance * upon the griddle.  And  he s
nol 1o be excused for this grave omission hy any plea
thal tis fealhers were ruilled sk o result of the Local
Option poll m Christchuieh  As maiters stand, he has
cruelly maltreaded sumple truth,  The story of ihe new
dual alliance 1s a plece of fOetion—* all earved from the
carver's prain’  The manner of 1ts telhing, too, indi-
cates sulliciently a shipshod method of ithinking, an in-
femperatencss of ullerance, and an ecagerness in attack
upen Catholies for which many of the lay and clerical
leaders of the Prohibntion parly bave won an evil
patoriety, 1In fhe present connection, for instance, an
Calhance ' necessartdy imphes a posiiine hond, compact,
apreement, treaty, o league enlered into by * the Roman
Catholies 1 ihe Norih Ward and clsewhere ' on the one
gide and ¢ the Liguor Tarly ' on ihe ofker side. The
public are entitied  to demand of the Rev. Mr, Gray
ithe essential details of such bond, compacl, or agree-
meni—when, where, and by whom was it drawn up?
Bui these are precisely the particularg ithat the rever-
end enthusiasi cannot lurnish, for the simple reason that
his whole siory has just the same amoant of objective
iruth as the tale of Ali Baba and the Worly Thieves.
Vet he assumes, withoul so much as a scrap of evidence,

1he existence of {ls mythical compact  Dul he carries
the mouldy ald fallacy of unduc assumption even fur-
ther than this ; for he applies to this imaginary alliance
the guestion-begging epithet, ° unholy '—which, as the
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coutext cleardy enough shows, is intended to convey the
iumpression that it was an impious and sinful vidlation
of the moral law. Bul wherein does this appear ? The
Rev. Mr. Gray must first catch his hate—~that is, he
must establish the faet of the alliance before he pro-
ceeds to give it, like a dog, a bad time. Let him he-
gin by setting ihe alliance on its legs and establish
boyond reascnable doubi 1ts  standing and character

&s an actuality. A non-existent contract  canno$
be a crime against the laws of cither God
or man. When he  has fully  proven the al-

leged compact  to be a fact and not—as it js—a fiction
of Dlis own imagination, and fuinished us with the de-
tails of its piovisions, then, and not 11l then, will a
discussion as to 1ts moralily be n order. And, on his
own principles as a Protesiant, our verdiet upon this
matier at 1ts worsl, will be al Ieast as good as his at
its hest. Amd on the whole question, both of fact and
of inference—and, generally, on  all matlers afecting
Catholics—hus judgment is subjegg 1o serious discounts
by reasor of the prominent part which, we understand,
he took n ihe Stohe aflair. A man does noi cast his
religious or pelitical shin 1n four-and-twenty hours.

-

The fact of {he matier is this @ The sundry disap-
pointments at  the Local Opfion polls that have made
the Rev., Mr. {ray gel afire all over have been due to
« vanety ol causes  that are  sufficientlly obvious to
thought{ul observers. Some of these were contributed
by the Legislature, some by * the irade’—io wit, its
hetter geacral conduct of business during 1he past three
years . some by ihe impression which tlus improvement
created n the minds of the large class of voters that
are labelled, n reference  to the licensing question,
Moderates , and  some, agan, were furmshed by the
clectioneering miethods  pur<sued by fhe Prohibitionists
themselves, and  particularly by the manner in which
many of the clergy in the movement used their pulpits
as pohitical ' stumps.” 1le is @ mole-eyed observer and
4 bankrupt philosopher who must needs fall back upon
the phantom of a atholic-cum-publican © alliance ' to
explain the recent Loeal Option vefe. There was  no
“alliance ” erther wilh ¢ the trade’ or with any political
party durning the recent electioneering campaign. Cath-
olics voied on the licensing issue, as they voted on the
political issue, without dictation from any source, and
as their fancy, or personal preference suggested. They
were not influenced in their cholee, 85 so many of the
Rev. Mr Gray's co-religionists were, by whoops  and
entreaties and cemotional appeals from political pulpit-
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