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Tenders have been reccived for the erection of a
new church at Naschy.

His Lordship Bishop Verdon, assisted by ihe Rev.
Father Cofiey, Adin., and 1he Rev. Fathers O'Malley
and D. OUNeill, administered the Sacrament of Confir-
mation 1 51, Joseph's Cathedral on Suanday aftcrnoon
1o 199 candidates—83 boys and 114 girls. At {he con-
c¢lusion of the ceremony s Lordship explamned to  the
newly-confirmed fhe nature ol the graces lhey had just
reccived, and counselled them {o aveid bad company, the
occaslons of  sin, and not 1o read bad lilerature, after
which he administered the pledge of the League of 1he
Cross—total  abstence pledge—{o all the duldren. Ihs
Lordship confirmed five more candidales on Tuesday
morning.

CIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

(From our own correspondent.)
Deceniber 8.

The Yeast of the Immaculate Conception was  ecle-
brated wilh  due solemmly At the rcarly Masses large
numbers appreached the 1loly Tabie.

The Vvery Rev. Dearr Taghtheart, Superior of the
Maori Mission, has taken up his headquarters at  Rof-
QI

The members of St Thar's branch of the 11.A.C.D,
Sociely (Newlon) are 1o appreach the iloly Table at
St Beacdie Us neal Sunday morning al 7.30 o dock.

Ihs Lordship  the bHishop lett on Wednesday for
Ohaupo and surrounding district, where Hev. Father
WMeGrath has been conduciing a mission, assisted by the
patisih priesi, Rev., Father Tormey.

Rev  Father Donovan, of Gundagai, dioeese of Goul-
burn, arrnved here last Sunday via the south.  Tle tho-
roughly enjoyed s sojourn in New Zealand, where he
came for the benefit of Ins health, whieh is much m-
proved.

aposittwon of the Blessed Sacrament took place at
St Pafriek’s last Sundav, commenang after last Mass
and continuing until Vespers  Soelemn DBenedietion, pre-
ceded by a procession ol the Blessed Sacrament,  {ook
place afterwards,

Very Rev Father Murray, 88 B arvives in Auck-
land to-day 1o conduct the retreat of the clergy  and
religlous This evemng he commences ihe retreat io
the Tatile Sisters of the Poor at thewr Ilome in Pon-
sonhy.

The annual meeting of  the Chriidren of Alary of Si.
Patrieh's parrsh was beld sn the comvent school,  ob-
won sireel,, s Monday evening, Rev Fafbher Camdl {chap-
lTamy presiding.  The  elechion of ollicers resulled as
follows —President, Miss Jubia Tist | viee-preswdent, Biss
I.. Tharne | treasurer, dliss N Danovan ; secretary, Aiss
B st The torecoing all Olled the oflees last year,
beimne 1c-clectied ather Calntl said a befter seleelion
cotitd not have hoen made

Genetal Klection day passed over very quietly,  the
new Aot being responsthie for this Vaters were nof
hadyered when neanng the potling booths  While oppo-
s parties fouehi strenuously, the utmost good feeling
prevailed The Governmient locally was {houghtl to be
weahening in ils Lol ol the people, butl, though {he
Opposttion foueht well and conststently, matiers {turned
oul  otherwise The Sioke Oiphanage  inguiry was
broughf up and endangered the seal of one candidale.

WANGANUI

(From our own correspondent.)
December 9

The elecnions have come and gone and Wanzanul has
retutned to Parhament Ar 0T, Hogan, e place ot
Moo A D Wadbhis, who has represented the town tor ten
years  Ar Hopan o condoeted s celecioral campaign
with conspreuons abilily and untiomg energy, and  his
retuln by oo maority of o over 966 votles must bhe recor-
ded av a remarhabie acdevement for o voung man of ne
previons political experience The successiul candadate
1w enly 41 sears of oage and a Wangabur hoy born angd
bred.  Tle os the  eldest son of the late David 1logan,
who came to this distriet o the carly days with s
regimen?, the 57th Faoot Afr Tlogan was a puptl  at
old St Aary's School under Mr 1" Lloyd, B A TLeav.
mg sthool at ffteen vears of age, he hegan hie in the
capacity of a haker’s assistant. At the age of nine
iecn he epfered the Wonlway Workshops at Fastown, and
rematned there nntil he annourced hig miention of con-
{esting the Wanpanur sead

That the anuual enlerfainment given by the pupils
of the dMarst Hrothets' School has hecome a popalar
fixture needs no saving, as the Opera House Tast evene

ing, despite the very unfavorable weather, was almost
filled, and the progiamme for 1905 was equal to, if nof;
better than previous ones. The Brothers of the school
must be complimenicd on the success of their efforts
in training the boys, whose performances in dumh-bell
and wand drill were excelleni, and their acling in the
diamsa * The (ross of =i, John's® was splendid. The
progranune opened with an overiure by O'Hara's orch.
estra, which during the evening  played several selec-
tions. The pupils gave two choruses, which received
hearty applauge, as also did itheir dumb-bell and  wand
dridls, which were gone through with the regularity of
clockwork,  Recitations were given by Master J. Welsh
(who recewved an encore), hitile Miss and Master Kiely,
and Masler 110 Buihe, while Masters G. Cronin and C.
Jensen scored great successes in songs, and M. Grogan
gave ' The jovial auwctionser.” ™The Irish jig, to the ac-
companiment.  of hbagpipes, was gracefully danced by
Masters Q. Hebson, A Conroy, E. Perrett, and W,
Roche, and  called for an encore, -whilst a humorous
quarteste was prettily rendered by Maslers H. Burke, O.
Grogan, & Smnthies, and . Jellerson, Three pretty
tableaux weie prertly staged,  The drama ' The Cross
ot =t Jolin's  was cexeellently  otaged, the dresses of
the pupils being most cexquisite and atiractive, and ihe
boys, of whom ihere were  sixteen, took their parts
splendidly.  Last on the proglamme, but certainly not
the least, was alarce enlitted * The Doctor’s Holiday,”
which caused sreat  amusement. [he accompaniments
were played by Mris. Llovd.

SOUTHBRILGE

St Joseph’s Church, Scuthbridge (gays the ¢ Elles-
mere Guardian ' December 2) was crowded in all parts
eon Sunday evening, when s Lordship Bishop Grimes
veeupred the pulprt. The occasion was the blessing and
crecting of the Stations of the Cross. Inhis address
i Lordship said the last {itme he addressed a gather-
e, 11 that sacred edifice was when the building had
been enlarged, due io the cfiorts of their devoted pas-
wor (Rev. Father Goggan). He {the speaker) had then
conpratulated them on the addition to God’s House,
and  now he would further congratulate them on  the
consummation ot the mmpressive ceremony  which  was
aboul to take place. 1hs Lordship then hrielly reviewed
the Way of the Uress, and having done this, explained
the ceremony which was about o take place.

The impressive cercmony  being compleled, his Lord-
ship made an appeat to the congregation  regarding
funds iur paying off the esisting debt on the Chrisi-
thurch Cathedral  £32,000 had alieady been liquidated,
and another £20,000 remained. This seemed a  large
amount on  the jace of 11, but they should remember
thal 11 was o deht of the whole diocese, and 1f cach
church contoibuted 118 quota, the liability would  soon
e worhed oft. s wdea was that cach parsh  should
Lhold a4 concert o1 bacaar, the proceeds 1o be devoted
towards this desenving obgect e would like 1o see
the debl wiped  oft before he  dwd.  The Cathedral
would be a lastup monument to Catholwty long akter
e was dead A meecting of ladies had been held  at
Leestan that mornmne,  ahd aboul 100 had atfended.
These had decrded 1o have a harsaar e trusted tha®
the Southbridee patishioners would also do something
i that way. With Leeston  and Southbridge bolding
tins  basaar, the other parishes would very likely fol-
low suit and a4 consuderable muicleus would e formed to-
wards paymmg off the exisling debt.

Reyv Father Gogegan also made an earncsl appeal.
At present his Lordship was paying £20 per week as
mterest This was Iihe {hrowing money away. He (the
speabery had never vet made a simlar  appeal to those
Catholies an dhaf disdniet, but that it had been spon-
tancously responded 1o, and he eould assure his Lord-
ship that thes occasion would be no exception to the
rule  Ile remunded ihe parishioners of ihe worry  this
debt was to their Bishop, and of his recent trip 1o
the West Coast, where he underwentl severe hardships,
on a quest similar to the present one

Ths Tordship thanked the Rev Father Goggan for
s appeal, aund he had no doubt in his mind that as

a resull of thig, a substantial sum would he forth-
conting.

TIMARU

(From our own correspondent.)
December 11,
TTis Lord<hip Dishop Ciimes is expecied here  to-

marrow (Tuesday), in convection with the annual break-
ing-up function of the Saered Heart Convent,

Turkish, Steam, and Hot Baths

121 Cashel Strect Esst, CHRISTCHURCH,
YOUNG & fo., Proprietors, Telephone 1650

Bondays ... from 7 a.m,
$ill 12 noon

Open Daily from 8 am,
till 10 p.m,

LADIES' Hours for Turkish :

Tvesday Mornings ... from 8 a,m. ti}l poon
Friday Evenings ... from 6 p.m till 10 pm



