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Science Siftings

By ‘Yolt*

An Even Temperature.

The most even lemperature krown is belicved to be
that of Surinam, Dutch Guiana, where 1he summer aver-
ages 78 per cent. and the winter 774 per cent.

Novel Use of Roentgen Rays.

Novel use of Roentgen rays is made by a Berlin
company manufacturing submarine cahles. The cables are
tested by being passed over two eye pulleys over an X-
ray tube, the screen ahove showing any defcel  more
directly and with grealer certaintiy than the resistance
tesls usually employed.

Variegaied Wool.

A sheep with varicgaied wool is an anomaly, hat
such a one exisls on Omarama Station (says the ‘North
Otago Times'}). It is a splendidly fleeced ammal, with
wool of 1be finest quality. The wool next the skin is
of a lighi brown color, {ihen in well-defined divisions
come black, pure white, black, and ihen a light brown.
The divisions are well-defined, and each diffcrent color
stands distinct and prominent.

The First Canaries.

Canaries, which were ongirally green and grey in
coelor, were native of the islands from which {hey take
their name, and were first 1aken 1o lingland on ships
plving between ISnglish porls and the south of France.
From this stock has heen derived a number of distinct
varieties, such as the crested, the green, the lhzard,
which imitaies the replile in its varegaled markings,
and the Belgian, which has a strauge, hump-hacked ap-
pearance,

Taming ilc Zebra.

A new agenl in ihe cwlisalion of Alrica s now
being hrough! into use. Zebras are numerous in cer-
tain parts of the country, and Major (ambier has re-
ported herds sometimes numberimg 80 to 100 animals
along the east shore of Tanganyila, while in Katanga
Dr. Reichard has mel 1in a2 <ingle day about f{en herds
of 20 fo 30 zcbras each.  In asolaled cases these anhi-
mals have been tamed and trained to hainess. An at-
tempt at wholesale domestication was begun by Licu-
tenant Nys, ol the  Belgian army, on July 30, 1904,
when 90 sebias were captured at Sampwe, in Kofanga,
and were placed m @ laige enclosure,  For two hours
the captives galloped madiy aboul their prison, while in
the first few days many refused food and drimk. Some
starved Lo death, others died trom over-ecating alter a
long fast, and on bemng placed 1n stalls at the end of
filteen days a few  were Lilled by throwimg themselves
agatns!  the walils,  This reduced the herd to 68 men-
bers  These  were in gond  healtd, had become  quile
docile. and could be approached without hiching or -
ing.  Suceess in iranang s conlidently  eapected, with
greal results for the Congo country.

The Care of ihe Tecth.

Ihippocrates, about fovr centuries heforc {the  Chris-
tian era, wiote of the care of the teeth, and a tomb at
Tanagra, of aboui the same penod, has yielded a set
of false teeth  ¥ollowing up ancient dentlistry further,
Ernesto Mancini, an Italian archacologist, finds that the
art had reached a mgh development at an earlier time
in Assyria, Ligypt, P’heenwsa, and among the Dtruscans,
Perfectly-adhering gold fillimgs from mummy tecth  at
Thebes have been reported by Dencont, though denied by
other authorities. In European museams are preserved
Phoenician teeth bound logeilier with gold wire, ¥irus-
can gold {eeth, and * bridge work® 3000 vears old from
Cervetrs A museum of Rome has a plate fithing over
three sound teeth and having a place for a false tootl.
Dentisiry declined 1n Furope aif{er the carly part of the
(hristian era The Arabs kept up the Greek arl, how-
ever, and late n the sixteenth century the protection of
{teelh  became common n ISurepe  Pare, physician of
Charles IX, filled ordinary teeth with corh and lead,
hut used gold for royaliy.

The Home
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By * Maureen’

Bombay Toast.

Cut seme slices of bread in rounds or squares,
removing the crust. Make a batter of one egg, two
tablespoonfuls of milk, a desertspoonful of sugar, and
some guger syrup, or chopped-up ginger, and soak the
bread in the batter for about ten minuies or so. Put

a hittle butfer or dripping in a frying pan, and fry
the bread, and serve hot.

To Cook Asparagus.

The asparagus must be washed and cleaned very
carefully. Cut away all the superfluous hard part at
ihe botlom, leaving enough only to take it up com-
fortably belween  the fingers. Scrape this thoroughly,
cut and trim them of equal lengths, and tie them in
parcels. Now lay them in boiling water, with a tea-
spoonful of salt. Boil them rather quickly, and when
lender it them out. Toast bread ig the shape of the
dish the vegetable is to occupy, dip it in the liquor the
latter was beiled in, and put it for the asparagus to
lie upon. Serve with melted butter in a sauce tureen.

Gooseherry Tart.

Take 1} pints of gooscherries, 31 of short crust, i1k
of ot sugar. Mode . Wilh a pair of scissors cub off
the tops and tails of the gooseberries, put them into
& decp pic-dish, pie the Iruit high in the centre, and
put in the sugar. Line the cdges of the dish with
short crust, put on the cover, and ornament the edges of
the tart. Bake in a good oven for about three-quarters
of an hour, and belore bheing sent to table, strew over
it some fine-sifted sugar. A jug of cream should always
accompany this dish.

Damp Rooms.

To ascertain whether or not a room is damp about
4 couple of pounds of fresh lime should be Maced there-
in after hermetically closing doors and windows. In
twenty-four hours it should he weighed, and if the lime
has ahserbed more than about 1 per cent. of water the
room should be considered damp, and classed as un-
healthy  The question of {he dampness of dwellings is
a frequent cause of dispute between landlord and  ten-
ant, and 1s naturally solved 1n the negaiive by the for-
mer. The question can be setiled in lhe fulure by the
test of 1he hydration of lime, which will give irrefut-
able proof of the valdily of such complaint,

Worth Remembering.

Four even {raspooniuls liquid make one even
spoonful.

Three cven teaspoenfuls dry material make one even
tablespoonful.

Sixieen tablespooniuls fiquid make one cupful.
Twelve {ablespoonfuls dry material make one cupful,
Two cupluls make one pint.

Four cupfuls make one quari.

One doren eegs should weigh one and a half pounds.
Use : One {ablespoontul soda to one cupful melasses.
One teaspoonful soda to one pint sour milk,

Thiee leaspooniuls baking powder 1o one quarf of
flour.

One teaspoonful salt 10 two quarts of flour,
One feaspooniul salti to one, quart of soup.

One secant cupiul of liguid to lwo full cups of Aour
ior bread.

One scant cupful of liquid to two full cups of flour
for muflns,

One scant cupful of liquid to ene full cup of flour for
batters,
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GREGG SHORTHAND —A NEW ZEALAND RECORD.

T an Examination held by the Greee Shorthand Asscolation of W 2
C Hammond, 15 yeara of age.secured a ecrhileate for 180 words a
Minute This1sa Now Zenland Record [or onc <0 young,

Gregg Shorthand i- vsed in more schools in Awmerlea than any
other 'I‘hreeg%ystrms combined, and 18 recogmsed hy the N7 Government
in all examinations Being based on jonchand, with few ruies and NO
EXCEPTIONS it can be acquired m One-guarter of the time reqump by
other aystemy, and is espeondly adnpted Lor INSTRUCTION by POST in
8 lessona. Write for particulars.

J. W. IRWIN, N2 Representative,
235 Kilmors Street, Chnistchurch,
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HOW TO PAINT A HOUSE CHEAP,

H In White snd Colors, Mixed Ready for
Carrara Paint Inside and Outside Dre. p-CARRARA
re'aing it Gloss apd Lustre for at L ast five years, and will look
better in eight years than lead and oil painta do in two, pag- USR
CARRARA, the first coat nf which ia no greater than lead and oil
paints, and your paint bills will be rednced by over G0 per cent.
A beauntifully-illustrated booklet, entitled ‘How to Paint a Honse
Cheap,’ will be forwarded free on spplication,

K. RAMSAY AND CO., 19 Voge! Street, Dunedin.

GOLD MEDATL ST, LOUIS EXHIRBITION
Bettled in Auckland



