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They ook their places some ten minutes hefore the
programme was timed to open. Somehow Angus Chel-
sea felt nervous and ill at ease. Ifor one thing, it was
long since he had played in public, but what aflected
him still more deeply was the loss of his violin. He
had another instrument with him, and was gquite egual
10 making excellent use of it. But it was so different
10 the onec that had gone from him. He looked worn
and worried. His leader noticed it and, bending down,
asked himv if he was ill, and if he felt equal to 1ibe
task before him.’

‘Yes, yes,” he whispered back, somewhal petulanily
ihe conductor 1hought. * Have no fcar. I sghall get
through all night.’

The conductor was reassured. Tlis momentary mis-
givings were dispelled.  The waiting minutes sped. The
hour of commencement struck. The conductor tapped
his desk lightly with his baton.

A spontaneous outburst of applause greeted the cnd
of the first number. It was a sclection {rom Wagner,
and was periormed, as one of {he crilies present testi-

fied, ¢ without a blemish, and in style that was afler
the heart of the great mastier himself.’
The following piece was a duel, in which t{he two

‘ stars ' were to appear together. "The orchestra was
playing a low prelude when Panini and Molly Wentworth
appearcd. They received a warm welcome from an audi-
ence thal was not usually so demonstrative.  Then they
comienced to play, the one the viohn, the other the
‘eello, A few sweei, clear, thrilling noles floated into
the air and through ihe vast hall. Silence ilself was
hushed. The vast audience listened hke one cntranced.
A low, runnming accompanunent was mantained by tbe
orchestra. But somcthing was wrong; so much was
evideni from the attention of 1he conductor. He was
staring fiercely at one of the members of his orchestra,

‘ Chelsea,” he mutiered savagely, * what are yveou do-
ing ? Have you gone mad !’

The old musician heard not, heeded not, Ile drew
hig bow mechanically across the sirings, and then let 1t
fall from hig nervous fingers. No ‘one save the leader
and the players around him observed 1t.  The audience
was too inicnt wpon the 1wo players on the platform
10 pay any attention 1o one of the lesser performers,
and the duct continued wilthout mmiterruption. No sooncr,
however, had the last notes died away, and before the
listeners counld burst  nto their tribotie of applausce,
than a man sprang cxcitedly [rom 1Ins place in the oich-
estra below, and with a bound gained the platform.

My daughter ' My violin ' Both of them mine !’
he cried, and fell unconscious 1o the floor,

It was some houls before he came to humsell, and
then he opened  his eves n unfamubiar surroundings
Iis peor, dark, ill-furmshed room had given place to 4
cheetfully-lighted apariment, beattng every appearance of
comiort that love could suggest or wealth was, able o

supply.

*Where am I?  What  has happened 7' he  gasped
faintly

Father ! '—a fair form  was bending over lum—*1

am Madge, your daughier. This 1s home?

‘Tome, home 77 he repeated, resting with hingening
fondness on ihe word, Then memory returned to Junn
‘I have gol you. DMy daughter hay come back to me,
but my other child—my violin—’

‘Is here’  She held 1t out {o him, and he took it
lovingly in his hands and kissed 1t {enderly,

" Panmini, my husband, took 1t she went on,
was sorcly fempted ; he did not hnow!’

f But anmi—he did not take you away [rom me. It
was my sccond viglin—’

“Aand vour second vielin was Panini. That is the
name 1n which he has found fame and fortune. Yeu
must forgive him, father, this one sin.’

The old man tell back exhausted. Presently he called
Madge by name and she came (o lum al once.

‘Iie has gol one of my children,” he said faintly ;
give him 1he other’

ITe pownted to his violin, and she understood. —'Leeds
Mercury !
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ENGLAND—Catholic Schools

In opening & bazaar al Loverpool Mr T, P, (’Con-
nor, M.P, said the Cathohe of ¥ngland way determned
to preserve lus own school under the management  of
people of lus own Tarth, and laught by tcachers mainly
of s own faith, and in tls sentiment he had ke
support of 80 Irish members of the Ilouse ol (om-
mons who had mnever waveired from the supporl of this
great principle.

Mission to Hop-pickers

The mission to Catbolic hop-pickers, undertaken by
the Capuchin Franciscans at the special request of the
Bishop of Southwark, has come 0 an end (says the
“Catholic Times ). Two Franciscan Fathers, accom-
panicd by two  Sisters of Mercy and a band of lay-
workers, mostly Franciscan tertiaries, attended to the
spiritual needs of the Catholic hop-pickers in the mid-
Kent district. Besides the spiritual woerk, the mission
had a nursing tent at Paddock Wood, where more than
150 cases were attended to by a trained nurse. At East
Farleigh, a nurse gave her services for part. of the
time. At Wateringbury great distress prevailed af the
beginning of the season, owing to an overplus of appli-
cants for work, and the Fathers on one occasion¢had to
feed 40 literally starving Catholic children, besides help-
ing individual cases. It iz hoped 1o extend {he houn-
daries of the mission in future years. The Bishop of
Southwark was unfortunately unable to make a visita-
tion of the district this year, as he had intended,
owing to his absence in Spain. It is pleasant to re-
cord that the mission mel with a most cordial recep-
tion from the Anglican Hop-pickers’ Association.

The Education Question

At the annual conference of the Catlholic Truth So-
ciety the Archbishop of Westminsier, who delivered the
opening address, dealt with the Kducation question, and
said that if the coming Liberal Government repealed or
manipulaled {he Education Act in any way calculated to
destroy the Catholic character of Catholic schools, then
ithey were in the presence of a crisis more serious than
Ctatholics had lntberlo 1o Tace. In ihat event it would -
be lhe duly of Cathkolics to adhere to the principles of
the past and insist on  defimte refigious instruction im
itheir schools without let or hindrance. There must be
cqual trealment for all denominations,

FRANCE—A Great Bishop

Monseigneur Cotton, Bishop of Valence, has just died
at the age of ecighly, and after an episcopate of thirty
veals, Ihis tenure of 1he See of Valence had been al-
most one long struggle with the French Government.
¥earléss and active, he never hesitated to oppose such
measures as he  considered prejudicial to ecclesiastic
ights, nor did suspension of salary nor legal proceed-
mgs sueceed 1n cowing his spinit. To the last he re-
mamned a flerce opponent of the Governmeni’'s anti-reli-
gious pohey, which (hreatens to deslroy Christianity in
Irrance.  With  hus demise, another bishoprie becomes
vacanl—there arc already more than a dozen vacant
Sees—and naturally no appointment will he made until
the Separation Bill becomes law. Then the struggle
will commence, when the Pope nominates Bishops to the
widowed dioceses ; for 1l 18 very unlikely that  the
Government, jealous to a degree of all power which is
noet centralised 1n 1ts own hands, will consent to watch
the various dioceses being drawn nearer {o the Holy
See. But the Pope will have no reasou for hesitating
to mahe use of the hiberty which tihe law of separa-
tion presents 1o him; and the Government cannot
nightly cowmplain when he does use the freedom they have
glien,

ITALY—Organisation of Catholics

A scheme of organisation for the Catholies of ltaly
has been drafted by Count Medolago-Albani, Professor
Tonioln, and (‘ommendatore Pericoli, who were entrus-
ted with the {ask of preparing it by the Holy Father.

ROME—The English Hospital

The work on the new Xnglish Ilospital (writes a
Rome correspondeni) s now so far advanced that the
“isters hope to be able lo take possession of the insti-
{ution n March next. In any eveni, the summer will
sce the Inglish  Nursing  Siwisters inslalled in the most
spiendid national hospital erected in either ancient or
madern Rome.

The Pope’s Generosity

In addition tv the £8000 donaled already in relief of
the suffierers hy the Calabrian earthquake, the Pope will,
according 1o an Itablan  newspaper, give a sum of
£12,000, which will be devoted principally 1o the recen-
struction of churches and seminaries,

UNITED STATES—A Venerable Prelate

‘Many of the vast concourse who atiended the obse-
guies of Mayor Collins noted with great satisfaction lhe
strength and vigor of Archbishop Williams, who pro-
nounced the absclution (says 1ihe ‘ Catholic Trans-
eript 7y, This Grace has passed his i81ih birthday, and
he siill retains his commanding stature and looks every
inch ihe Archihishop. Iiow different ihe Boston of te-
day from that of the Boston of tihe day of his con-
seeration !
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