
(From our own correspondent.)
September 12.

On Sunday last £is Lordship i(he Bishop made- 'at
pastoral visitation at St. Mary's, Manchester street.
Addressing the congregation, Ms Lordship explainedthe
object ajnd significance of an episcopal visitation. He
referred to the great work undertaken and hieing suc-
cessfully carried out by the Sisters of NazKareth. Re-
garding/ tftie Cathedral, he 'urged cheerful and generous
co-operation in the work of liquidating the existing
liabilities. A Mistfa* Oamitata was sung by the Rev.
Fat/her McDonald in the presence of the Bishop. Ati
half-p^ts't' tliroe in th»e atternojan 'Vive Bishop adminis-
tered the Sacrament of Confirmation to about 120can-
didates, among whom were fifteen adults, mostly con-
verts. Before the ceremony the Bishop examined the
candidates and explained the nature and effects of the
Sacrament of Conn4rtmiation, and after the ceremony
gave an impressive address, urging a sincere and per-
fect loyialty to Gold and llolv Church. In the evening
the church was thronged, when there was the inupres-
sive ceremony)of the renewalof baptismal vows. Ina,n ad-
dress< his Loridislhip cxlpl;aned the nature of the ceremony,
emphlastised the need of constant and fervent prayer,and
referred ta the great feast of the Blessed Virgin they
were that <d|ay celebtating. He administered the pledge
of total' albstinenoe to all those not yet twenty-one
until tjhiey attain that age. Whilst expressing the oon-
\iction tJtfat young New Zealartdcrs as a body wereab-
stemious in a remarkable degree, still safegmaraing
Iftvemsk?lves would prevent any possible laipsie and enable
them fta maintain thoOhigh standard of sotlriety they
now enjioye-d. All wont, with lighted candles, from the
church to the presbytery in procession, and the Bishop
addressed a few parting words to the a'ssemfblage.

NAPIER.
(From our own correspondent.)

September 10.
On Septejmb'or 5 the ordinary monthly

meeting of the Hawse's Bay Philosophical So-
ciety took place, the business b^in^; a triple
lecture on the macro-scope) by Drs. Leahy and
H«nley,, and Rev. Dr. Kennedy, of Meanee. Dr. Leahy
explained tihe theory of light and the object aimed at
in tJtoe constfriictvon of lenses ; Dr. Henley dealt with
microscopic plates and their preparation and the me-
thod of section cutting, whilst Rev. Dr. Kennedy de-
scribed the process necessary for dc^ eloping pho'to^aphs
of microscopic objects for lantiorn work, and exhibited
the afl^araAus required. At the exclusion of the lec-
ture memlUors anid visitors were permitted to 'inspect
some dozen microscopes whioh were on exhibit, and to
nrakjo va mliror>o«s,©opic examination of a 'great many
slides provided! far the puroos-e.

R(Jvw Fatifrer Gojg^jjm returned to Napier on Friday
from Nelson,, wfrerebe had "been tottemdinig the con-
ference of Stoke Orpbamage trustees.

Mr. J. G. O'Conn-ell, who has been on the local
staff of Mie Bank of New Zealand for several years,
is urider transfer to the Palmerslon North branch. His
fellowKlfficers presentedhim with a handsome travelling
baga9a mark <of their esteem.

Prior ta tiis d'eparttfre for Knglartd, whitherbe goes
to g/aini wider angineering experience, Mr. F. Bowler
was (presen'tdd by his fallow-employees of the Vulcan
Foundry with a handsome travelling companion as a
toloen of their goodwill.

In a recent issue of the
'
New Zealand Times ' ap-

peared a vigorous criticism of Dr. Fitchett's letters on
Canada by Mr. P. J. O'Regan. The followingi3an
extract :—

But) it is his attack on the French Canadians, and
incidentallyon their religion, that gets on the nerves
of any, man who knows how uajust his criticisms are,
thoughIadmit thathis attempt to be impartial is on
the whole credifcaible to a Jingoistic parson who ex-
alts Imperialism into a religious principle. Heis evi-
dently perturbed because, the French are increasing
rapidly. It is, no doubt, true that the French pop-
ulation owes much of its influence to its marvel-
lous fecujhidity. in his recent book on 'Canadta, As
it Is,' Mx. J. Foster Fraser says that families of
eleven and fourteen are common among the French.That tact sblauM, however, be pleasing to anyone
who believes thtat '

the righteous sftiall inherit theearth.' In fchese days, when so many people exult
in the di^raceUul practice of self-'ex-trinction, it is
curious to find a parson sneering at a people who
still ie\ere tho natural law to

'
increase and multi-

ply -and fill Utoe earth.' Would that it were so in
British Cianajd-a ! At the last Anglican Synod inTorcanto, the Bishop of Winnipeg deplored the declin-
ing jLtirth-rate, and he quoted statistics to show that
British supremacy in Canada depended entirely on
immigration ! Yet Dr. Fitotoett tells us that ' theOanadliains; have wit enough to understand that eachnew citizen is 'a new asset.' Who is to bebelieved?
the editor of

'Life,' or the Bishop of Winnipeg.? I
leave your readers to decide that point. If your
contributor were not blinded by religiiaus bias, he
would admit that the high birth-rate of French Can-
ada reflects

Credit on the Catholic Church,
which offers, uncompromising opposition to practices
which degrade marriage to a level lower than con-
oubiraa^ge, and which, if persevered in, will birilng
ruin ami disgrace on those who indulge in them. Itgoes withowt saying that the task of the statesman
is never easy with mixed populations, but it is
utterly false to say the problem in Canada is whol-ly dare to the aloofnoss of the French. In and ajbiout
Toronto the British population is aggressively Jin-goistic, chiefly because they are in a large extent de-
scended from American colonists who croased the
border rather than take up arms when their country-
men rose under Washington. These people have al-
ways fcren ready tio remind the French about Wolfe
and Quebec, and the French have not been slow to
resient their arrogance. Those who have eyes to see,
howe\er, know that the French are wot so tyrannous
as your reverend writer would have us believe. For in-stance, Momtreal has a population three parts French.
Yet Mr. Fraser tells us that it is a kind of unwritten
law that) e\ery second year the Mayoralty shall be filled
by a Britisher. Does that argue intolerance on thepart of the French, when they might if they choseelect a, Freinch-^tmaclian every year ? Why does Dr.
Fkchett magnify all that he deems objectionable, andyet pass fc\y a fact like this ? He tells us in tones of
bitterness that the Canadian-French are intensely Cath-olic, but ho does not tell us that they

Allow Capitation Grants to Protestants
who choose to maintain separate sch'ojois. Why is sucha telling lact .passed over ? Dr. Fitchett exults overt<ho free/dam enjoyed by these objectionable Frenoh-Canja'drans. What he suppresses is that after the de-
claration of American Independence it became the sett-
led policy of British statesmen to conciliate t'hie French
in Canada. The sincerity of this policy may be '^^au^edfrom thd fact that Catholic Emancipation was1not pas-
sed in Britain for more than half a century afterwards;
but their policy was well rewarded, for when the
American war bro^e out in 18J2, the French fought
wiVh t/heir British fellow-colonists in repelling Americaninvasion. It is now admitted that the French had realgrievance1!when the Riel rebellion broke out, but it isnot generally known that the influence of the Catholic
Ch'rrch was oastl against Riel and in favor of Britishrule. There exists in British Canada to-day a party of
whom Or Fitdbett makes no mention"— a party whofavor the union of Canada with the Itaifed .States;butthey can film! no allies among the Frenob-CanjJdi'ans
mainly because the French realise that they wouldlosetheir 'schools, if such an alliance were 'brought about
Mr. Foster Fraser has not omitted mention of thisfact.

Golden t'p Kozie tea has gained a name for itself
as b'eintg a fragrant, rich, and pure tea, and conse-
quently! its populairity is an the increase, especially
among! all who know and appreciate a Rood article ..

There is now on exhibition at the Unique Millinery
Sipre,( Dower Stmart street, Dwnedin, the !at}sst 'novel-
ties in spring hats and bonnets, at prices to suit all
purses. In addition there is a splendid stock of man-
tles, dress skirts, corsets, glrwvos, blouses, m'illin'erv,
etc., of every description. A visit of inspection will
convince any of our readers of the excellence of the
display....

You turn an extra furrow every rounvl with a Be-
nicia Disc Plough, tfrus saving a great amount of
labor.

It is not "whiat a binder costs, bfc.it what it saves,
that) dietermiines its value— McOormick.

The new McOormick Big; 4 Grassi Mower is a power-
ful machino; it has strength "cnou.gjh to cut rushes.
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