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St. Mary’s, Manchester Stréet, Christchurch

(From our own correspondent.) '

September 12.

On, Sunday last his Lordship the Bishop made ‘a
pastoral visitateon at St. Mary’s, Mamchester sireet.
Adddressing, the congregation, his Lordship explained the
object and significance of an episcopal visitation. Qle
referred 1o the greal work uwnderiaken and being suc-
cessfuily carricd out by the Sisters of Nazareih. Re-
garding} the Cathedral, he urged cheerful and generous
co-gperalion in the work of liguidating the ewxdsting
Mabilitigs. A Misda Qantata was sung by the Rev,
Father McDonald in the presence of the Bishop. Al
hali-pgst three in  the atternopn The Bishop adminis-
tered the Sacrament of Confirmation to about 120 can-
didates, among whom were fifteen adults, inostly con-
verts. Beiore the ceremony the Bishop examined the
candidates ard esplained the nature and effects of the
Sacrament of Confilmaition, and after the ceremony
gave an impressive address, urging a sincere and per-
fect loyalty to God and Ilely Church. In the evening
the church was thronged, when there was the invpres-
sive cerdmony of the renewal of baptismal vows. In an ad-
dress his Londghin expla ned the nature of the ceremony,
emphiagised the peed of constant and fervent prayer, and
referred 1o the greal feast cf the Blessed Virgin they
were that day celebraling. Ile administered the pledge
of total ebsiinence 1o all those not yet tweniy-one
until they attain that age. Whilst cypressing the con-
viction that young New Zealamders as a body were ab-
stemious in a remarlable degree, still safeguarding
themselves would prevent any .possible lapse amd enable
them o maintain thefhigh standard of solbfriety ihey
now enjoyod.  All went, with lighted candtes, from the
church to the presbytery in processior, and the Bishop
addressed a few parlinmg words to ‘the assenthlage.

NAPIER.

— .

(From our own correspondent.)
September 10.

On September 5 ihe ondinary nronthly
meeting  of the Hawlke's Bay Philosophucal So-
ciety took place, the husiness bpiny a 1iriple

lecture om the mdicrescope by Drs. Leaby and
Hemley, and Rev. Dr. Kennedy, of Meanee. Dr. Leahy
explaineéd the theory of light and the object ammed at
in the consficdetion of lenses ;  Dr. Tlenley dealt with
microscopic phates and their preparation and the me-
thod of wsection cuttimg, whilst Rev. Dr. Kenneldy «e-
seribed the procoss necessary for deseloping photofaphs
ol microscopic abjects for lantern work, and exhilmted
the apijdarafuy raqured. At 1he copeluwon of the lec-
ture memifors and sivibors were permitiod to ‘inspect
soma dosen microscopes which were on exlribit, and 1o
male & mioroscopic examrmmation of a ereat many
slides provided far the purvose.

Rav. Fatlrer Gogghn returned to Napier on Friday
from Nelson, wivere he had een  atiending the con-
ference of Stoke Orphanage trusiees.

Mr. J. G. O'Connell, who Ias heen on ithe local
staff of the Bank of New Zealand for several years,
is upider tramsfer to the Palmersicn North branch. I[lis
fellow-gifficers presented him with a handsome travelling
bag ag % mark of their estoem.

Prior to big departuvre for Kngland, whither he goes
to ghin wider anginecring experience, Mr. F. Bowler
was [presentdd by his fallow-employees of the Vulcan
Foundry with & handsome travelling companion was a
token of their goodwill,

Golden tip Kozie ‘'tea has gained a name for itself
as being a fragrant, rich, and  pure  tea, and conse-
quently its popularity is on the inerease, cspecially
among all who know amnd appreciate a good article ..

There is now on exhibition at 1bhe Unigque Millinery
Storey Tiower Stuart street. Dunedin, the latiest movel-
{ies in spring hats and honnets, at prices 1o suit all
purses. In addition there is a splendid stock of man-
flas, dress  skirts, ocorsets, gloaces, hlouses, millinery,
ate., of every description. ‘A visit of inspection will
convince any of our readers of the excellence of {he
display....

You turn an extra furrow every round with a TDe-
nicia Disc Plough, tlus saving a  great  amount of
lahor.

It ig mot 'what a binder costs, but what it
that determines its value—McCormick,

The new MeJormick Big 4 Grass Mower is a power-
ful machine - it has strength enough to cwt rushes.

saves,

Hancock’s Imperial ALE and STOUT.

Dr. Fitchett and French Canadians

ey
>

In a recent issue of the * New Zealand Times '’ ap-
peared a wvigorous criticism of Dr. Fitchett’s lelters on

Canada by Mr. P. J. O'Regan.  The following is  an
extract :— .

But it is his attack on ihe French Canadians, and
mcudentally on thelr reiigion, that gets on the nerves
of any man who knows how unjust his criticisms are,
though I admit that his attempt to be impartial is on
the whole creditable to a Jingoistic parson who ex-
alts Tmperialism into a religious principle. He is ewi-
dently perturbed because, the Freneh are increasing
rapidty. It is, no doubt, true that the French pop-
ulaticl owes much of its influence 1o its marvel-
lons  fecupity. Ln his recent book on *‘ Camadm As
it Is,” Mr. J. Foster Fraser says that families of
eleven and fourteen are common among the French.
That fact shoukl, however, be pleasing to anyone
who believes that < the righteous shall inherit = the
earth.’ [In these days, when so many people exult
in te dipgraceful practice of selizexiinction, it is
curicus 1o find a parson sueering at a people who
still revere the naturad law to © increase and multi-
ply and fill the carth.” Would tbat it were so in
British Canada ! At the last  Anglican Synod in
Tovento, the Bishop of Winmpeg depiored ihe declin-
ing lirth-rate, and he quoted statistics to show that
British supremmacy in Camada depended entirely on
immigration ' Yet Dr. Fitohett tells us that ' the
Canadians have wit cnough 1o understand that each
new cilizen is 2 new asset.” Who is to be Delioved?
the editor of - Life,” or the Bishop of Winnipeg? I
leave your readers o decide that point. If your
contributor were not hlinded by religious bias,” he
would admit that dhe high birth-rate of French Can-
afda  reflects

(vedit on -the Catholic Church,

which offers uncompromising opposition to practices
which degrade marriage to a level lower than con-
cubindge, and  which, if perseversd in, will Wring
roin amd disgrace on those who indulge in them. It
goes without saying that ihe task of the statesman
15 never easy with mived populabtions, bhut it is
utterly false to say ilve problem in Canada is whol-
ly dwe to the aloofnoss of the French. In and apout
Toronto the British population is aggressively Jin-
goistic, chiefly beeause they are in a large extent de-
scendod  from  American colomists who  croased ibe
Lorder rather than take up arms when their country-
men rose under Washington., These people have al-
ways Bren ready 4o remind the French about Wolle
and  Quehee, and the French have nol heen slow to
resent their arrogance.  Those who have eves 1o see,
however, know that 1he French are mot so tyranfous
as vour reierend writer would have us bhelieve, For in-
stance, Montreal has a population three parts French.
Yeb Mr. Fraser tells us that it is a kind of unwritten
law that enery second vear the Mavoratty shall be filled
by a Britisher. Does that argue intoleramce on  the
jart of 1he French, when they might if they clrose
cleet w Fremch-"gnadian cvery year ? Why does Dr.
Fitchett magnify all that he deems ohjecfionable, and
vet pass ty a fact like this 7 He tells us in tones of
bitterness ihat the Canadian-Fremch are intensely Cath-
olic, but he does not tell us that they
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whon chagse f0 maintain separabe schools. Why is such
a telling fact passed over ? Dr. Fitchett exulls over
the freadom emjoyed by these  ohjectionable  French-

Canadiams.,  What he suppresses is that after the de
claration of American Independence it became the wett-
led yolicy of Brilish statesmen to eomciliate the French
m Canwda. The sincerity of this policy may he ganeed
from_ tha fact that Catholic Kmancipation was not pas-
sed in Britain for more than half a century afterwards;
Put their policy  was well rewarded, for when the
American  war broke out in 1812, the French fought
with their British fellow-colenists in repelling American
invasion. 1% is now admified that the Fremch had real
griovarces when the Riel rebellion broke out, but it is
not penerally knewn that the fnfluence of the Catholic
Church wad cast aghinst Riel and in favor of British
rule.  There exists in British Canada to-day a party of
whom Tir Fitdhett makes no mention—-a party who
favor 1the union of Camada with the United States ; but
they can find  no allies among the French-Canadiang
mainly hecause the French realise that 1ley would lose
their sebools, if such an alliance were brought about.

P{r. Foster  Fraser has not omitted mention of  thig
act.
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