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We dealt with the story here simply becamse it has
received some warped prominence in a section of ihe
New Zealand press, and because it furnishes a fair aver-
age sample of 1he methods of the Orange platform
clergy. The maller was taken up in the New South
Wales Parliamont by a Labor Member, Mr. Arthur
Griffith. ‘fIe mowed for the appointment of a sclewt
ecommitlee {o iuguite into the allegation of the Tlo..
WaolstRutledee.  His motion elicited g clear statement
of the facts of the case by the State Premier, who
‘declined to agree 1o an inguiry om a charge notico of
which had come to him ounly through the press.’ 1lle
then gave the IHouse the following infornation fur-
nished by the Chief Secretary, Mr. Hogue '—

¢ Mr. Hall joimed the service in 1871 ; Lhe lost his
position in 1893 ; eighteon months later, when Mr. Reid
wad Premier, ho got a tliemporary appointment in  the
Land Tax Oilice, and held that (i1l 1897, when e was,
on the recommendation of the Publiec Serivice Board,
given a permanent posilion at £300 a vear. It was
nob until fifteen months after that that he chanecd his
religion.  When Mi. Couefilan (Government Stalistician)
went to Ewplanad Mr. Hogue appointed Mr. Hall as aci-

ing Stalistpeian. His salary is now £425, and he nevor
received more.’

It turned ott, in the course of the dehate on Mr.
Griffith’'s motion, that on a particular ocoasion Mr.
Hall was entitled bo an increase of salary of £50 a
vear. ‘ Havimg regard to Mr. Coghlan’s sensitiveless,’
says a report before us, ¢ Mr. Ilail mentioned to  him
that he had hecome a Catholic ; wherenwpon Mr. Coghlan
declined to recommend the increase lost he should Le
chargad with favoritism.” The Chief Secretary said :—

* No scelarian influence had heen used ; Mr, Ilall's
appointment had nothesyy to do  with lis change of
religion, and he had received no increase of salary
until long afterwards, tWut 'by virtue of his ability
and good conduct he was entitled to promolion, and
he was appointed assistant-statist and subreditor of
the Gowernment year-hooks., Ile (Mr. lHogue), when
Mr. Coghlan left for L.ondon, gave him the position
of Acting Suatistichan. It would, he added, *bhe a
dark day if appoeintments, promelions, or increments
in salary were dependent to an extent on 4 mnan’s
religion.’

And thus the Oramee clesgyman’s  story of  the
circumstances  and results of Mr. Hall’s conversion
and of the amom( ef bhis salary were officially de-
claresl to be =0 many falsehoods. The tone of the
debate was siromely hostile te the Rev. Wools-Rut-
ledge. DBy 37 voles 1o 21 the Iouse agreed to  the
inquiry, in ordar (as Membeors evpressed at) to  give
the accuser ‘a chante 1o support his statement on
oath ’; fo “prowe Ins statement  cor  apelogise’ ; {o
fmake early reparwlion ” i misinfoimed 5 to heep
parsons to their proper business; {o mecl the * cam-
paign of calumny’: awwd to ‘male clergymen and
others weigh well their utlerances in connéction with

such matters’
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In the face of the officig]l declarations piven ahove,
the work of the sclect committee should be short
and easy. But we thinc ihose Members are hugging
an illusory hope who oxpect either proof or apology
irom tha Rev. Wogls-Rulledge. These are the only
alternatives open to men mfted with  the normal
sense of fairness. Dut recent events in our own Par-
liamentary life show 1{lhat ihere is a third resort for
an accuser who has hoen ¢ caught out ’: to demand a
public inguiry, al the public  exponse, in order_to
ascertain how the deuce he came to make SsSuch a
nistake !

A Story of ‘Situifing’

¢ Qur principle is never to relract.” So spoke an
American  putler-press wlitfor, to any amyry visitor
whom he had falsely credited with hasig commiltod
suicide in a fil of temporary insanity. * But,” added
the newspaper man, °as yon appeared  greatly
annoyed by the paragraph, T am willimg to statein
io-morrow's paper that the rope broke, and that you
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are fortunately mlive.’ The Rev. Wopls-Rutledge seems, in
like mammer, to imagine that the Walls of’ Derry
would fall if he admitted havijig made a mis-state-
ment. Last year he followed up his flim-flam tale of
the invisible and anonymous © ex-Methodist * by declar-
ing that the public service of New South Wales was,
as the result of the customary * conspiracy,’ scandal-
ously * packed ' with * Papists.’ This cry was, asis
usual in both Australia and New  Zealand, raised
with a view of influencing ihe result of the electioms.
It is mow being repeated in New Zealand. It was
eagerly taken up by the Rev. Dill-Macky (Presby-
terian) and his Yellow Pup friends and shrieked all
over ihe Mother State. The malevolent vehemence of
the ecry led to the publication, in Jume, 1904, of
Part VIII. of the 1001 Reports of the Census of
New South Wales. It deals with the ‘' Occupations ol
the People’ 1t is compiled fcom the particulars as
to religious beliefs amd occupations furnished by the
people at the last census, and gives separate tabu-
lated returns for the males and the lemales employed
in the various branches of the public service in New
South Wales,

The male State public servants veach a grand
total cof 28,189, A table efore us shows their dis-
tritvtation, «s to mumbirs and relidious beliefs, in
each Hranch of the service. Of the numbers men-
tioned abiove, 13,332 are adherents of the Church of
Fngland, 6519 are Catholies, 2750 Methodists, and
3381 Preshyterians. ‘The remainder (2207) are divided
up among unspecified creeds or nom-creeds. The fol-
lowing table shows that Cathelic males are numeri-
cally represented in the public service well helow
the Catholic proportion to total population,' and that
Anglicans, * others,’ and especially Presbyterians are
those that do the ' packing ' :—

Proportion in Proportion in
whole Public
Population, Service.
Church of England 46 6 per cent, 47'8 per oent,
Roman Catholic e 20, 231 "
Methodist ... .. 103 *® 98 "
Preebyterian ... e 99 " 12‘0 »
Others e 72 " 78 "
o - ”
Tatal ... o 1000 " 1000 "

I the wvarious creeds cnumerated abaove had o Brip
on the public service in accordance  with their re-
lative numerical strength, the comparison would work
out as follows \—

Actual number True
in Servico. Proportion,

Church of England... 13,332 15136 Actua} Fxess ... 196

RBoman Oatholic ... 6519 7.329 » Shortaze 810

Methodist ... e 2730 2,903 " " 158

Presbyterian e 3391 2791 ,. Excess ... 590

Qthera ... e 2,207 2080 " " 177
Total v 28,189 28,189 "¢
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Ot the minor crecils roferred to as ‘ Others’ in the
Statistical Reports, ihe Congregattonalists, whs tare
only 1.9 por cent. of the populabion, have no less than
2.1 per cent. of the positions for males im the public
service.  Amrong the female public servants, the Predty-
terians apain * pack ' the offices of emoclument in an
overwhelming way, at the expense of Catholics, Angli-
cans, and Methodists alike. There are altopether 3814
of the geniler sex in the public service of New South
Wales. On the basis of their proportion to total popu-
lation, 377 of these should be Presbyterians. The
actuall mumber is 588. And yet it was a Presbyterizn
clermyman (Rev. DHll-Macky) that shrieked ahout the
predominance of * Papists * in the public sorvice till he
almost cradked his cheeks : and in New Zealand the
latestl scréam upon the same subject came from the
officiat organ of the same ocreed. Ilere is an official
return that shows at @ glance who are * packing ' the
fermale positions in {the public service of New South
Wales -—
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