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IN MEMORIAM. ‘
QUINN.—~In loving memory of Kute Quinm, who
died, a% Wanganui Convent on September 13, 1901y aged
15 years.

—Inserted by A. Quinn and family, Wellingiton.

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT

D

INQUIRER.—We helieve there.are only, Twy CUatie
olic Memblers im the House of Representatives.

Te premols the cause of Religion and Justice by the
“ways of Truth and Peace.
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‘BY HOOK OR BY CROOK’

L ——

LIVER CROMWELL is said to have declared

? that he would get into Waterford by Hook
or oy Crook. DBut time and circumstance
blocked his every effort, amd when he re-
tired from Ireland Waterford was stiil the
¢ Utbs Intacta '—ihe City Invielate. Figures
of speech do not commonly go on all fours ;
but there are, we think, two points of
analogy helween the efforts of the rough-handed and
smgoth-tongued old Puritan o capture the Munster eily,
and the persistent attempts dhat are being made by a
section of the Protestant clergy to capture the public
schools of New Zealand for sociarian purposes. They
have made it clear that {hey intend—if they can—to
get their peculjar views of Christfanity forced or
smugfgbed into the working hours of the Stabe schoels
‘ by heok or by crook,” by fair means or foul, by cajo-
lery and misrepresontation, and, failimg these, by inti-
midation. The end they have in view clearly seems io
them to juslify = resort to means that are more than
questionable.

For some fime past concorted eflorts have heen made
By sundry clerglymen throughout Otago to introduce into
1he public schogls bthe evasion known as ‘ the Nelson
plan.” *I1 is a plain and admitted violation of 1he
spirit and intont of the Fducation Act, and is an effprt
to introduce soctariamism info the public schools, as the
Burglar enters a  dwelllng, by the unguarded hac}(—
winddow. Apain and again and yet again—thrice in
fluick wuccession—recalcitrant School Committees have
been ooaxed, teased, enblreated, and bullied %o permit
ministers to preach ' unsectariam’ Protesiantism to the
children within {he hours at present devoted to an over-
loaded educational programme. Thus far thoy have heen
foiled int their cfforis, ‘both by Hook and Crook. It is
significant of the spirit of this sulbsidiary movement
thatt ali or most of ibs aclive leaders are Weary
Willies who have never attempted to take advanlage of
the opportunities for religious instruction afforded by
the present Bducation Act. And their new-born zeal
for the souls of the little ones of their flocks is associ-
aterd with sneers at the good work done for them, cut-
gide of schiowl, hours, by men like Mr. Duncan Wright
(Dunedin), who has been laboring consistently and un-
ostentaticusly among the children during all those
years, while hig critics have been wearing their ciolhes
out in easy-chairs. We commend 1o those voluble

loungers tha words of ome who .was. himsell; u;mrkef,
and knew how the well-done daily dufies of the presemt
life overflow into the world—and into eternity :—

" What shall 1 do to gain etermal life? *’

“ Dischiarge aright )

The_ simpie dues with which each day fis rife,
Yea, with thy might,

Ere perfect scheme of action thou demise,
Will life be fled,

While he who acts as conscience cries
Shall live, though dead.” ’

If those borded clerics find that they have stored up,
during their long slumbers, a volt or two of electric
energly for the Wenefit of the little ones, let that energy
te allowed its normal path of «discharge, and not be
dissipated in memoriafising, entreating, wheedling, and
intimidating School Committees to permit a game of
fast-mnd-toose to be played, in the sectarian inferest,
with the BEducation Act. ERorts in the same direction

will, mo doulit, e made in other parts of the Colony,-

and Catholics would wo well to keep a wary eye upon
them,

No}es

White Gloves

Thera ‘was no criminal business at Gistorne, when
the 'hali-yemrly sessions of the Supreme Court were
openex] there last week. This is a rather rare event in
New Zenland, but it is (as our news columns in part
show) a stromg| feature of judicial life in Ireland, where
(s w Member of Parliament once gaid with pardonable
hyperbole) ‘ white gloves fall like snowflakes at every
quarter sessions.’ And yet, #n the very arecas where
the glove-fiales {all, tho leghlised ropression of Coer-
cion now holds sway in that most crimeless of Engligh-
speaking famds. Over great areas of the country the
right of free speech and public meeting is abolished :
Members of Parliament dare not attempt to address
therr constituonts—unless they are satisfied to have their
faces broken by blidgeon-men in the umiform of the
Crown ; and ihe hiberties of the subject are at the
mercy of packed juries, of judges who are appointed
chiefly for their political leanings, of  removable’
magistrates who hold office during ‘ good behavior,” and
of a force of militiary police over whom the people,
who pay thems, thave no mammer of direct or findirect
control, If some freak of lunatic circumstance im-
posed such & rogime as this upon New Zealand, the flag
of a mew pepublic would tre floating in the southern
breeze within four-and-twenty hours.

* CATHOLICITY AND PROGRESS IN IRELAND’

A REMARKABLE BOOK

We have before us a copy of * Catholicity and Pro-
gress  im Ireland,” by the Rev. M. O'Ricrdan, D.Ph.,
D.Dv, D.C.L., recently published in London by Kegan
Paul and in St. Louis (U.S.A.) by Herder. It is a
Bulky wmolume of some 530 pages and is, perhaps, the
most remarkable hook that bas appeared on  Ireland
since the publication of Lecky's * Eighteenth Century.’
Its author is a Limerick priest, and, although compar-
atively young in years, is one of ‘the most brilliant
and scholarly ecclesiastics in the Greon Iste. The eir-
cumstances which led to the publication of this work
may be briefly related. It arose out of the publication
of Sir Horace Plunkett's book, ‘ Irelard in the New
Century.” Sir Horace is Ohairman of the Agricultural
Board of Treland. Despite occasional, and somebimes
disastrovs admimstrative blumders, e is sincerely de-
sirous of remedying some of the evils which thave
come as a dire legacy of the past upon the Ire-
land of to-day. But, heing a Protestant, and hawing
but little acquaintance with the history of the coun-
try, he imbibed and retaimed a pet idea, of the as-
condancy class to which he belongs, 1hat the ills of
his unhappy apd misgoverned Yand are traceable to
its faith amd that in Jreland amd in other lands
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