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way up. ThenIhad to stop, almostexhausted. There
was no use in trying to get any higher ; so Ihad to
go back by the shore. .Fortunately, the tide was not
quite in. But the other attempts to climb are so sad-
ly like that ! How hard it seems at times that we
have not the littlehuman helps which wouldso effec-
tually prevent us from wishing to climb ! How easily
and smoothly and comfortably some people travelalong
the shore ! They happen on the right time, when the
tide is out and the beach washed smooth and clean
But for us who are caught between the waters and the
rocks, it sometimes seems to our frail sense that it.
wouldbe better never to see the Light that shines abovo
the banks, when we cannot reach it.'

Thusi far our correspondent. But
— '

no cross, no
crown ' is the common lot. For many it is true that

'By the thorn road, and none other, is the Mount oJ
Vision won.'

To those who fiati the road to the delectable mountains
hard and rugged, and are ready to

'
faint by tlie way,*

we commend the thought that runs through the follow-
ing majestic stanza from a recently published book by
that jgrtfted Catholic mother of a gifted Catholic son,
Madame Rayner Belloc :—

'Oh, looked we clearly on the sharp ascent
So many eldex pilgrim-feethave trod,
Seeing the end, we should not dare to faint,
Nor speajk of loneliness— -alone with God !
Help of the Faithful ! my full heart to-day

Was sad an,d weajk.
Isaid :

"
Before some altarIwill pray,

And He will spoak."
And Thou hast spoken! All Thy words are true

And surety give.
Iwill more bravely all henceforth endure,

More humbly live.'

Three women once stood under the Cross on Calvary,,
bearing the pitiless pelting of a storm of affliction—

'
Undauntedby the threatening death,
Or harder circumstanceof living /doom.'

But, '
seeing the end, they did not dare to faint

'
by

the way. No querulous fretfulness with Providence was;
there. Thay learned the swiftest cure of every ill— to
thank God for the mercies and blessings that still re-
mained.

State Schools. Such a situation is intolerable, and
should not foe borne by the electors at any price. The

i-tniitter must he faced, therefore, and all membersshould
informed that if they act contraryto the

"i-rapfessed wish of those who elected them (whether it■"VJw,|tri Contradiction to the answer of the second qjues-
I'tiofopr *$. the analysis of the whole voting), they do
}bo'%t tibs peril of losing their scats and.the confidence
voT- tHeir constituents.'
f-{^We coratnjend this 'elegant extract

'
to the attention of

friend the 'Outlook.' Our contemporary must steel
1its heart, for there is more to come. The paintedwar-- zior-cbiefs of the Bible-in-schools party sent out a third

Official letter with a view to the more effective
'
hands-

upping
' of recalcitrant politicians. This letter (says

the
'

Age ') was
'

forwarded "by the heads of the Protes-
tant denominations represented on the Council to clergy-
men throughout the State.' It urges each of the
reverend ' Campaigners ' to

'
see the Members for the

district inboth Houses of the State Parliament, and
obtain from them, if possible, assurances of support in
carrying the Bill this session.' On top of this black-
coated campaign, a petition was to be presented ;public
meetings were to hp held, and the clerical agitators
(says the

'
Age ') arranged to

' interview all Membersof
the Legislative Assembly who are considered

"
doubt-

ful "—presumably after the above means have beentried
on them— ffc|efore the vote is taken

'
(on Mr. Watt's Bill

on August 23). *
We have no hesitation in saying that, in all its

varied history, 'Australia has never before witnessed
such a shameless and nauseating exhibition of organised
and wholesale clerical intimidation in the arena of
politics. And yet it is from this very quarter— from
the clergy of the Bible-in-sclrools varty and from their
organs in the press both in Australia and New Zealand—

that we hear the raucous cry, the ungrounded accusa-
tion, of

'
bargaining,' bullying, and undue pressure by

CathloHic prelates and clergy upon the freedom of ac-
tion of tine country's chosen legislators. If the1Catholic
Hierarchy of Victoriahad signed and issued circulars such
as those from which we have quoted, they would be
ordered by their Bible-in-sohools opponents to
step off the earth, and we greatly fear that the perusal
of such threatening documents would land our esteemed
contemporary into a fit of apoplexy. Now— m view of
this Bible-in-schools pronouncement, and the action of
the sec'uarianising party in New Zealand— wlial becomes
of the principle apparently adopted by the

' Outlook,'
that

'
the clergyman who directs his people how to vote

insults their intelligence
'

9 We axe forwarding the
Victorian Bible-Campaigners' extracts to our Presby-
terian-Methodist-C'ongregatiO'nalist (on temporary, and
shall 'await its editorial comment with more than ordi-
nary initerest.

A Flimflam Tale
Some gay romancer has I>een spinning to a South-

land inquirer some of the kind of
'
tall tales

' that, in.
Rabelaisian English, would fall under the designation of'

flimflam stories and pleasant fooleries.' On Rabelais"
principles, ' an honest man, and of good judgment, be--
lieveth what is told him.' But our correspondent poli-
tely, though firmly, draws the line at the solemn flim-
flam

'
fact

'
that there are in Ireland five policemen to

each inhabitant ! The unregenerate would call this a
jim-jam, rather than a flimflam, tale. It would burden
the most distressful country with a standing army of
over 22,000,000 'peelers '—enough to

'make Dungarvaii
shake

'
and plant the British flag in every capital from

Tokio westward to Lima. Knowing the infinite capa-
city of some people for padded-cell assertion, we am
not surprised at this Munchausen tale. It is merely a
good average sample product of that incurable form of
folly which (as a Spanish pro\erb has it) does not it-
self thiak, and thinks that others do not think. The
battled millions of armed Irish constabulary existt, of
course, only in the mind's eye of the narrator ;for the
total population of the country in 1902— including the
p'leecemen

—
was only 4,434,000. The number of police in

Ireland in JB9G— the latest date for which wehave re-
turns ready to hand— was 13,140. This gave a ratioof
20 to every 10,000 inhabitants, or one to about every
345. The Irish police force has been largely used as a
landlords' garrison. Its chief function has long been
the forcible collection of rackrents amd the carrying out

'Fainting by the Way
'

A gifted mother, whose chief "wealth is a crown of
sorrow bravely borne, writes to us':

'
If Iwere a> great

person,IwouM above all things try lo help the mo-
thers. Iwould give them 'all the kindness and sym-
pathy I,coul<d possibly spare. It is quite wonderful
how miuch a little kindness and sympathy can do for
those who are heavily burdened. The

"
fainting by the

way" is terrible. If one could do it once only, die
right off, and be done with it » But (as some onehas
remarked) the slow struggling back to life is awful, and
then i the hanging in mid-)asr

—
like Mahomet's coffin !.,. Those who have reached the summit by their

sale, mossy path, straight and sure, little know whatit
is for those who get glimpses of the Great Light in
the immeasurable distance, which they never can reach.
One eveningIset out to walk along the sea-shore, to
be 'alone with God. After Ihad gone a long way I
found the strand barred by tumbled rocks. The tide
was coming in. Itried to climb the bank to the road
above. The rocks were steep and smooth and sliippery,
bu|t by dint of 'great exertion Imanaged to get half-
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