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ENGLAND— Education Council

A pastoral letter signed by the Archbishop of West-
minster and the Bishops of all the Catholic dioceses of
England and Wales on the work of the new (athalic
Education Council was read recently in all the Catholic
churches. The pastoral points oul thal the Lducation
Counci! has been established 1n order to have one
strongly-constituted central body to deal with Uatholic
education under all the aspects which fall under the pur-
view of the Board of Education, and as it is estimated
that the income necessary for the most pressing needs
of the Council will he £600G'a year, an appeal i¥ made
by their Lordships to the faithful for funds.

beath of Mgr, Nugent

By the death of the Right Rev. Mgr. Nugent the
Catholic Charch has lost one of its most distinguished
prelates Jand Liverpool one of its most notable citizens.
The venerable clergyman, who had reached the patriarc-
hal age of 83, had for some years past'lived in retire-
ment after a long and arduous career, which was spent
in the servica ol his fellow-man. His native city was
the principal scene of his labhors, and ihe monuments to
his philanthropy are numerous apd practical. He was
a great educatiional worker, introduced ihe Sisiers ol
Notre Dame into Liverpool, lounded a boys' refuge which
saved many a lad from ruin, and organised the League
of the Cross, one of the nost successful temperance as-
sociafffons of the present day, Tdis zeal for ihe advance-
ment of Catholicism, his work as a social reformer, and
his unceasing labor among the poor won for him the
title of Monsignor in 1892, & well-merited distinction
which drew him congratulations from all guariers. He
was the founder of the ‘ Catholic Times ' and thes*Cath-
olic Firesifle," 'both of which papers have a very large
circulation among English-speaking Catholies. Touching
tributes were paid to his memory by the press of Liver-
pool, the Magistrates of the city, the Council of 1he
Chamber of Commerce, the Volunteers, the Good Temp-
lars, and others.

FRANCE-—The Associations of Worship

There can be no doubt now (says the ‘ Catholic
Times ') that the French Government, by instituting
Associations of Worship in place of the canomical pari-
shes, intend to  weaken the collective power of the
Church., In the discussion of tihe delails governing
these new-fangled Associations, the Ministry resisted
every attempt to give them the smallest measure of
litkrty. They may not receive foundations, nor legacies;
they may do practieally nothing which a free committee
can do. They are tied hand and foot. The money they
receive from the church is to keep the priest and the
services, and ouiside ihese (wo objects the Associations
have no power or control over their own lunds. Nay,
they may not even accepti financial help from {he de-
partment or 1ihe commune, should such help be offered,
They are 1o bhe kept strictly in tutelage, and their real
master will be the State anditor. It is impossible to
foreseo the efiect of fhis plan of replacing the ancient
parishes by new Associations of Worship. But  oue
thing{s already evident, the Bishops and priests hence-
forth have no more power, in maticrs of finance, than
an office Dboy in the Bank of England, The
Separation Bill has reduced them both to mere funclion-
aries. Their position under the Act will be regrettable,
and perilous to the best intercsts of ecclesiastical or-
der,

ITALY-—Catholic Organisation

The Catholic press in Ttaly has received the Papal
Encyclical with evpressions of deep gratitude. For some
time past, whilst the Pontiff had been maturing his pro~
posals, uncertainty has reigned amongst the Catholics
Many fcared that it would not be possible to restore
unity in the Cathcelic ranhs, The Ficyelical has  dis-
sipated all such fears. I is admitied to be a decument
of high practical value, laying down the basis for &
speedy development  of the Catholic electoral strength
Already the work has begrn  The Pope has appointed a
Commission o organise the Catholic forces, and a pro-
gramme of forthecoming meetings has been drawn up, It
is the desire o! his Moliness that the Ttalian Catholics
should follow the example set them Ly {heir CGerman
bretiiren. He is a close student of Calholic action in
Germany, amd has been very favorably impressed by the
legislation which the Centre Party has succeeded in cn-
acting for the benefit of the workers. If, under 1ihe
direction of his Holiness and ibe Bishops, 1he Italizn
Catholics can, in the course of time, point o equally
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useful measures, as the fruit of their efforts, it is prod-

able that there will bhe a general organisation of Cath-
olics throughout the world on similar Hnes.

ROME —Catholic Missions in the East

According to a cable message received last week the
Holy Father has transferred from France to ltaly the
rrotectorate of the Franciscan Convents and Mis-
sions In Constantinople, Adrianople, Bosnia, ang Mol-
davia. This is regarded as a significant {llustration ot

the improvement in the relations  between the Vatjcan
and the Quirinal.

SCOTLAND—Progress in Glasgoew

'The progress of the Catholic Church in Glasgow and
surrounding  districts (writes  the correspondent
of 1ihe ' Freeman's Journal ') is truly marvellons. There
are to be found in the city to-lay many who remember
the time when one church did duty for all the Catholic
lnha.bﬂtants.' A few Sundays ago, another new mission
was opened in the city, viz., St. Luke's, Govan streeb,
which makes the sixth church and parish on the south
side. Six{y years ago we had but two priests in the
same district ; we have now 35. In like manner is the
Falh spreading in the rorih, west, and east of the
city. Wherever a new church is opened it is at once
filled with earnest congregations. It would seem as if
Providence has favored to an extraordinary degree the
reign of the present Archbishop. He is constan Iy being
called upon to perform opening ceremondes and invariably
preaches on these occasions. That he has been richly
endowed with oratorical powers, those who have heard
him on both sides of the Channel readily admit, but
where he excels .most is in administration.

UNITED STATES—Progress of the Church

Mrs. Jerome, a lady well known in joumnalistic cir-
clcsnn‘Sydney and Melbourne, is now now on a visit to
the United States, and succeeded a few weeks ago in
obtalmqg an interview with Cardinal Gibhons regarding
the position of ihe Catholic Church ihere. In reply to
a question as to the exient of the work befots  the
Catholic clergy his FEminence said : ‘At the present
moment the Catholic population of the United States
of America numbers about 14,000,000, which is about
four times the entire population ¢! your country of Aus-
tralia. I wl add to these figures the Catholic poeputa-
lion of the Philippines and Porio Rico, the Catholic
population under American Government would exceed
20,006,000 t In the hierarchy of the United States the
Bishops number about 160, and these include one Cardi-
nal, 13 Archbishops, and 86 Bishops, and every jyear we
are adding new Sees in the country, and I am happy to
say that conversions are occurring in every direction.’
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In his Tetter of apolegy to the secretaries of the
Home Rule meeting at Sydney, the Hon. C. C. King-
ston, M.IL.R., the Federal ex-Minister of Customs, states
that his health and husiress mmatters prevented him
from leaving Adelaide for a while. Apd he adds: ‘Let
me, however, take this opportunity of assuring you that
neither my friendship for Mr. Redmond nor my sYympa~
thy with the great cause of Irish Home Rule has dim-
Inishedd, or is likely to diminish i the clightest degree,
All honor to such patriots as he, and his brother, who
for many years have been fighting to secure to Iteland
those bfessings of scli-government which we ali enjoy in

Australia. And may the good Ciod speed the early ac-
complishment, of their hopes,’

MYKRS & CO., Dentists, Octagon, corner of George
Street. They guarantee the highest class of work at
moderate fees. ‘Fheir artificial teeth Eive general satis-
taction, and the fact of them supplying a temporary dep-
ture while the gums are healing does away with the
inconvenience of being months  without teeth, They
manufacture a single artiticial tooth for Ten Shillings,
and sets egually moderate. The administration of

pitrous oxide gas is also a2 great boon to those nreeding
the extracticm of a toot

GREQE sunnnmua —A NEW ZEALAND RECORD,

T an Examinstinn held by the Grege Skorthand Asrooiation of NZ
C Hammond, 1§ vears of age, secured a certificate for 130 words a
Minute. Thisis a New Zenland Record for one so young,

Gregg Shorthand is used in more schools in Amerlea thag any
other Threa svatemns combined, and is recoenised bv the N.Z Government
in =il examinations Being based on Lnghnnd. with few rules and NO
EXCEPTIONS, it can be acquired iv Ons-quarter of the time required by

other svatems. and is especially adapted for INSTRUCTION by POST in.
13 lesaons. Writo for particulars,

J. W IRWIN, N.Z. Reprosentative,
220 Kilmore Street, Christchurch,

Hancock’s Imperial ALE and STOUT,

GOLD MEDAL S8T. LOUIS EXHIBITION.
Bottled in Anckland,



