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BIBLE-IN-SCHOOLS : THE LATEST MOVE
B ————— )

9 NCE wupen a time there was a merry gambol
at the Lambs' (Mub in London. Maurice
Barrymote was there—the idle visionary, the
talker whiase tongue wagged volubly of
grand projects lo which he never sel his
hand, the man who was happiest in, verbose
indolence. On him Wilton Lackaye wrote
the following mock epitaph—as good in its
pungenl way as that which was composed for ¢ Noliy
Goldsmith, for shortness called Noil ' :—

* He talked beneath the siars,
He slept heneath ihe sun

1ie led the lifc of going to do,
And he died witn nothing done.’

This mocking epitaph might be placed on the gravestone
of the averagecleric of the Bible-in-schools League.
For a gemeration these good people have ' talked beneath
the stars ’ alout the crying ovil of letting the childtren
of their various falths grow up 1m comparahive ignor-
ance of relipiony; in synod and assembly and conference
they have heen ° going 1o do’ greab things to illuminale
the young idea with hnowledge of the world to come;
but dhey lolled and dosed and ‘slept bengath the sun”’
ihrough all ‘the precious years, while Clatholics  were up
and doing; and hundreds of them have died, and hun-
dreds more will die, ¢ wilh nothing done.’
-

A few weeks' spasm of sporadic activity stirred the
dreamers here and there when their flagrant neglect of
one of the mosl sacred duties of the Christian ministry
was exposed by our Bishops in their second manifesto.
Then came” Nepenlhe again and closed  thewr eyes, and
they * slept beneath the sun’' with the same ‘ masterly
inactivity ° as belore. The recent formation of a
* National Lducation Defence League '’ in Duncdin  has
waled some of them up again, Il has led to a merc-
less castigation, thrwough the secular press. of the faith-
lgss pastors who have ndglecled in so flagrant a way an
plementary duty of their calling, sought lo shuffle its
unwelcome burden to the shoulders of State officials, and
get it «ome at tihe cost of the general taxpayer. llere
and there the lash of stinging comment has got bhenoath
the outer skin. It has goaded a few—though only a few
—of the Bible-in-schools clergy in Otago to gird up
their loins and undertake ihe work of imparting reli-
gious nstruction 1o the children  of  theiwr flocks 1n
the public schools, If is betier to fulfil one’s obliga-
tions from the wholesome internal impulse impatted by
a sense of sacred duty than from the onilward applica-
‘tion of journalistic raw-lude. But 1t is belter that 1l
be done from the less exalted motive than net at all
The appetite often comes (as the French say) with eat-
ing ; ard  those clergymen ol the Dibje-in-schools
League who becin under the impulSe of less perfect main-
springs of action will, we hope, soon share with Cath-
olics the joy of doing good to Christ's little ones for
Christ’'s dear sake. In the meantime, their aclion, con-
sidered in itsell, is at the same time an example and a

reproach to the armot-clad conseiences of their indolent
confreres who still ‘ lead the life of going to do,’ and
are likely to die ‘ with nothing done '—so idr as pet-
sonal effort or sacrifice on their part is concerned.
L3

For the delermination of those Bible-in-schools clergy
—latedborn though it he—io do their own duty them.
selves, we have nothing but words of encouragement and
commendation. But from the methods on which they
propose 1o set to work, we wholly dissent. In their
first manifesto, our Bishops said :—

‘ Valuing as we do the written Word of God, and
teachiing it imour schools, we would gladly see it
brought home to the mind of every child, Catholic and
Protestant, in New Zealand. , . We are in sympathy
with every offort to impart religious Instruction to
non-Cathalic children in  the State schools after working
hours, 80 long as those of our faith are first permitted
to retire without taunt or interference, But we stren-
uously object to the introduction of Seriptural or other
religious lessons or exercises into public schools as park
and parcel of the programme of education.’

Now this is, in its practical effect, what gome of
the waked-up clergy of the ¢ Refarendum ’ League are
demanding ol sundry  School Comumiitecs  here  and
there. Their method was put in a nutshell some days
ago by a clergyman in Dunedin. He says :i—

‘1 have apphed for one hall-hour 2 week 1o impart
Scripture lessons to the children attending the schools,
my lessphs 10 be given within the ordinary school time,
The time required by the Act is four bours per day. The
8t. Clair school hours are.five, fixed so by the School
Commititee, as they have a right to do. I cannot come
in within the four hours without fresh legislation, which
we have been {rying Lo get in vain for vears, but'l can
come in, Bible and all, within the five hours, if the
Committee will give e permission, which is -within
their rights.”

The furthér information was tendered tliat this plan is
in operation in Nelson—where, we may add on our own
account, sectarian feeling is higher and (as the last re-
port of the Minister of Education shows) the educa-
tiongl eficiency of the Stale schools is lower than in
any other disirict in New Zealand  Into the question
of the legal mighls of School Committees we do noé
propose to enter. We merely ask: Is our *{reg, secu-
tar, and compulsory ' Educalion Act sp clumsily draf-
ted thal one of its groundwork provisions can be, in
efiect, sct aside at the mere fial of a School Commif-
tee ?  Are they, insbeing allowed to increase the scheol-
hours by one per day, thereby empowered to introduce
mmto {he fifth hour items of instruction which are ex-
pressly barred by Act of Palliament during the other
four 7 Doest our Edudation .Act  permiit Committees,
duting this magical Afth hour, to inireduce rehgious
tests into the public schools (in 1he shape of written
rrotests against particular brands of spjritual instruc-
tion), or, failing the imposition or acceptance of such
tests, to permit what would amount, 1n effect, Lo some-
thing like wholesale and systematic proselytism ? For
hese are, substantially, the allernatives presented to
Little recusants hy, what is now talked of as ‘the Nel-
son plan ' If the Bible-in-schools clergy can get behind
the plain intent of the Act in this way, the socner it
is amended the helter it will be for the educational peace

of New Zealand.
x

It may, of covrse, be urged, that Catholic, Jowish,
or other parents would be under mo cobligation to sctid
their ehildren to school except during the four hours ap-
poinied by law., Bul (1) this obviously does not meet
the case of Catholic {eachers and pupil-teychers who
would be reghired, by the terms of their cmployment, to
bhe present lo presenve order, efe,, at the proposed cour-
scs of sectarian rehgious  1nstruction. Sundry incidents
of puldic schowl life in Vicloria, fio which we have more
than once made reference, furnish a hitter experience of
the outrage to reiigious sentiment which Catholic tea-
chers might expect under the proposed new departure of

YOU BHOULD
RIDE

£15 ANGLO-SPECIAL CYCLES £18

- T
ALWAYS
BATISFACTION



