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of the gallant bishop who has pone where the clash of
arms is heard no more.

Inside the flimsy lines of' Péitang Cathedral and the
extensive area over which the surrounding mission build-
ings are scaticred, there were gathered the following
anits of lhumanily when the vellow storm broke loose
around them : Bishop Favier, five priests, thirty French
and ten Italian marines, twenly Sisters, and over three
{housgand native converls. The forty marines constituted
1he Bishop’s eomly armed force ; and the whole and sole
armament which it had to < talik hack ' to the howhng
encmy ouiside consisted of Porty-seven rifles and a scanty
supply of ammunition. Yel (says the much-travelled
war-correspondent, Dr, Morrison) the defonce  of the
Peiriang (falbedral ©in many respecls surpasses in won-
der cien ils  sisier story of the defeace of 1he Leoga-
{1ons.”  The Bishop and some of s priests became. foy
ihe {ime beine, miltlary engineers.  Others, like good
monk Schwatts of old, busied themselves in maniactu-
ring gunpowder. ¢ The priests,” says Dr. dlorrison, ‘rose
10 the situation in hereic stvle, organised their converts,
and sct 1lhem to work to assist in the work of defence
with the hod and spade, and by them the whole deien-
sible area was quickly surrounded by trenches and brick
barricades.’ Ile then describes how they set ahout the
manuiactuie of ammunition ¢ It was not very good
ammunition,” sayd he. ¢ The bullels were made of pew-
{er, and the powder from whatl nitre and sulphur and
charcoal could be gol togelher by the priests. Tt it
sorved ils tutn and satved the situaiion. 1In these two
ways—by ere{jﬂng and maintaining in good order the
parrieades and by  manufactwing ammunition—Llte mili-
{ant priesis’ (among whom he indudes the lately de-
coased Bishop) ¢ and iheir following of Christian converts
made the defence of the place just possible by the liny
ratrison,’

*

The Boxers attackeid ihe*Cathedral enclosure day and
night. They battered the heauliful cast face of the
Cathedral 1o bits with shell-fite.  They sprung  several
mines upon the plucky garrison. In one of these explo-
wloms some four tons of punpowder went off in fire and
amoke, rackine the souls out of nearly three hundied
children,  Some eighty  persons weie slain when another
of tlipse underground masses of sunpowder burst‘through
the upper crush of eatth aml pounded sundry  bwldings
16 ubbish witton the pacled endlosure The remainder
of  the dong sivee of eght weeks was filledl  in witk the
12410 off rifie-ine above, and with the ceascless digging
of trenches and  cross-lienches underground io prevent
ile Boxers from  mimmng waids  The Liitle garrison
wa< harassed and n'eiworked heyond endurance. Of the
whole fighling force, two officers and eleven men  were
lilled,  The rifles of the fallen mannes were placed
{he Tands of the pluchiest converts, and again spat
pewter and lead anto 1he thick ranks of the besiegers
A qiranee mcture, truly,” says Dr. AMorrison®; ¢ soldier,
priest, and comverb fighting together side by side for dear
e Ladierit, he adds, “1he worst danger was from
siarvalion.  Food grew So SCArce ihat 1he ration of
nee served oul Lo the Chinese comverts had to he re-
dneed 1wo davs before the  aelief from 107 a hewd 1o
oas ' (The fichiing men recenved, in addilion, a small
1alion of horse-meal).  ost of the native defenders
were by this  time se weak that they could scarcely
drae Themselves tn their  dutjes. By some freak of
hlundering, the galtant Little garrison of Peilang were
conlly left to the dread chances of starvation for‘a whole
day after The foteign troops had hroucht reliel  to the
egations—only a lit{le way off ' But the measured
foolfalls came at last and ended the dread nightmare
1that had sctiled down upon the siarving people within
ihe beleasmied walls of the miss,on of DPeilang. The
lale Ihshen vendered notable weivices to the faith  n
¢'lina. 1Ie  successfully  cxerted  his influence o
aNay  several  anti - foreign oulbreahs in  China
and he il was who negetiated ihe comcordat  be-
{ween 1he Vatiwean and 1he Tebin Gov crmnent by which
Cathobe prelates were pecorded official recognition and
honoved sialus in the Celestial Empire.
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ITS HISTORY AND SURROUNDINGS
THE OPENING CEREMONIES

(Our Special Report.)

It was six-thirly of the clock on May 20 when we
came on deck of the s.8. ' Penguin’ oulside Nelson. The
teelh of 1he wind ' were somewhal sharp and bit the
surface of nose and ear sufficiently to remind us that we
were in latitude 41 south, thai the sun was yeb abed,
and that it was the scason of 1ihe sere and yeliow leaf.
Nelson s beautifully hept. Iis streels, its parks, its
gardens, shops, oflices, and homes look as spick and
span  and neat as if they had just been turned out of
wrappings of tlissue paper. Over the whole place there
broods an air of setiled comfort and prosperity. Com-
mercial [Nelson seems ito aim ab doing enough busi-
ness to keep itsell in exercise and health. But the
prevaiking impression  that it leaves wpon the casual
visiter is associated with smokingcaps and slippers
atd easy-chairs. 1t is a clean, comfortable French
provinciak town in an Inglish dress and speech. Like
Napier, it has a climate to write poetry about—and
puelry with * beef’ in it, too. Tt seems ibat during
the past twelve months the sun did an average of
cight hours’ work a day of actual shining in Nelson,
from the dawn of New Years Day to the close of
St Sylvesier's—Sundays and public holidays and such-
like over-time included.” Somewhere in one of his writ-
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ings. Max O'Rell picks Nelson out as a terrestial para-
dise.  We cannot quote his words just now, but (as
ihe pohwee reports say), ¢ from information received,” it
seems to us thal Nelson has bhecome to Wellington-
ans what Paris  (accardimg 1o Mark Twain) is te
Americang—a  place  where good people go to after
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THE CHURCH IN NELSON

tn the matler of buildings, institutions, and othgr
cviklences of smniinal  activity, the ('atholic hody in
Nelson (although only a sery small and by no means
wealthy pereeniage of  the population) stand easily ahead
of all athers. The principal part of their .cgurch pro-
perty in iho towrn 1Is gituated in a fine position across
ihe pack of a round knoll, anid commands a beautiful
view over the city, across ihe harbor, and down the Tug-
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