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Bible-in-Schools

The reliring President of the Methodist Conference
apparently secs mote moonshine than sunshine in the
immediatle prospects of the Bible-in-schools campaign,
He regards it as a phrase and litlle more. * The Bills
is not,” said he at the recent Confercence, * in the schools
of the Colony, and at precent it can hardly be said to
be nn the wav there’  On Thursday last a «<mall and
seemingly somewhat  dispiriled meeling {ook place  in
Palmerston Norvh 1o put some horsepower—or, raller,
lungspower—into the campaign. One reverend orator
(Rev. (*. C. Tlarper) strongly condemned ¢ playing right
into the hands of parly politicians.’ Anolber egually
reverend advocale of the seclarianising of our publie
schools (Rev. I. Jolly) as sloully maintained that it
was indispensably necessary to drag the movement into
* the turmoil of tlhe political arema® and to “lel poli-
ticians know 1lhal ke queslion means votes. The
Rev, (. C. ITarper ‘felt he was peifectly justified in
saying there was hardly a person in Palmerston gualified
to express an opinion on the question.” The Rev, I,
Jolly heaved a chunk of old red sandstope al Lis rever-
end confrere by guoting the sham, amatewr, open-rote
! plebiscite * as evidenke lhat there are whole batialiong
of people in Palmersten North qualified * vo expresg an
opinion on ihe question.” The proceedings ended by the
payment of sundry contributions towards the expenses
of the hired political agitater whom the Bible-in-schools
Conference is sending to stump the couniry in the in-
terests of a group of clerical ¢ Weary Willies * that are
too indolent to attend to their proper duly of ingtructing
unto rightecusness the children of their varicus faiils.
We shall be prepared 1o belicve in the sincerity of those
dilettante blaclk-coated servants of lhe Lord when they
begin to invest in {he Christian instruction of the youth
of their flochs as much jawbone and as many bawhees
as they are now sinking in a sordid political campaign
for the purpose of shilting to the shoulders of lay State
pflcilals one of the elementary duties of the Chrislian
ministry.

»

Tn the meantime, it is just as well {o remind them
thgt there is and can be no such lhing as * non-sec-
tarian ' religious instruction  The term is simply a
threadbare and nol over-honest party walchwond. To
our Bible-in-schools follk what 15 Protestanl is non-
sectarian ; what 1s Cathelic is sectarian An wditorial
article in the last January issue of ithe * Reformed (‘hurch
Messenger * (Anmeniaan) lells how useless and unprofit-
able 13 every attempt in the German Tatherland to -
part a religious training lo children in the Sunultan or
mixed Siale school. ¢ At a largely atlended mectiog,
recenily held al{ Barmer’ (says the Philadelphia ¢ Cath-
olic Standard ’ sumumatising the * Messenger's ' ailicle),
{eachers and others demanded that the existing Rimulian
srhools should be abolished for five reasons @ (1) The
Simultan school furmishes a poor religious iraiming ; (2)
for this reason it impairs lrue patriotism ; (3) it under-
mines the force of personality, because the teacher
cannot teach  whal he  believes , (4) it dislurbs ihe
peace belween Cathelies and Protestants 5 (5) it does
violence 1o the conscience of parents by obligirg {lhem
to sepd their cnildren to schools net approved by thom.’
Such consideratlions, however, will probably hase mo
cffecl upon the minds of ihe Bible-inschools clergy. So
long 28 they are relieved—at the general taxpayers’ ex-
pense—of an onerous and unpleasant duty of their call-
jng, it apparently matters Httle to them that the hap-
less little ones of their flocks be spiritually drageed up,
during their most plastic and inrpressionable years, on
minimum doses of agnosticism, or of colorless philos-
ophy, ot (at best) of boited-down Unitarianism.

' A Miners’ War’

"Way back in 1858 Disrgeli damned the authers of the
bungling Crimean campaign by indirectly labelling them
with an epithet that will endure. In a somewhat round-
about way he hinted that, instead of being the vindica-
tors of international order, they had degraded themsel-

ves into becoming the gladiators of history. John

Bright was hooted off platforms and pelted as a
‘traifor’  hecause he raised his voice against thai
wrelched camgsign ol the thousand blupders. Well,

time has amply justified him. And he lived to see the
day when the jingoes who hosed him with journalistic
vibriol in 1834 would not dare to set up z defence of the
Crimean war A similar fale hefel the jingo fury that
danced its wild and insare carmagnole avocund the biun-
dering three years' war in South Africa. Mr. Chamber-
lain voiced the jingo pretence of the time when, at
Cannodk Chase, in October, 1900, he declared ; ¢ This
is a miners’ war.’ The worll knows better now. It
knows that the South Aliican war was fought chiefly
in the interests of the hook-nosed foreign magnates of
the Stock Ixchange, and that the good red English and
Irish and Secottish and Colonial blood that dyed the
veldt was no more shed for vhe working miner than for

the mam in the moon.
»

The London ‘ Morning T.eader ' of a recent date, in
republishing an old cartioon, shows that the situation op
the Rand has in no way improved for the white man
during the past twelve months. The Government Bmi-
grants' Information Office (London) has just issmed 4
tircular which says : * There is a considerable amount
of distress in the Transvaal. There is no demand for
white miners, of whom there are large numbers on the
spot without work.” Well, ' no white man need apply’
while there are 36,000 imporfed (‘hinese setfs to do the
work. The ‘N.Z, Tablet' was, perhaps, the only
newspaper in New Zealand that, amidst the rushing
folly of the jingo fever, kept its foet warm and its head
cool and read aright the purpose of the war and tore
the mask off the thin pretence thal the sword was
drawn Lo enable sundry Brilish subjects to expedite the
transference of their allegiance from Queen Victariz 1o
Oom Pail. The sword was scarcely sheathed when
events that roore than fuvlly justified our contention came
pouting in at the rate of a mile a minete. Some of
our erstwhile Australasian jingo journals have eome at
last to frankly see and say the obiious truth regarding
the Transvaal. The  Melbourne ° Age,’ for instancve,
was one of the journals that helped Lo raise the war-
heat o the temperature of an  eleciric turnace. Yet,
cnly o few weeks ago, it took heart to say :—

" Thewe iy very little more freedom to-day In  the
Transiaal for an unattached son of the British Em-
pire than there was when Kruger played the tyrant in
Preteria.  1f true liberty consisis in that condition of
society in which a man, before being a foe, has leaie
to speak the thing he will, there is no freedom under
l.ord Milner's rule ip the Trarsvaal. But that the
national honor and interesis were involved in preserv-
ing Sowlh Afnca under the British Jflag, 1he Trans-
vaal and the Orange River Slate were really better
ol under Dutch rule than they are now under Britich,
This is a bard saying. Tt is one which raises a blush
on the cheek of a citizen of the Fmpire. But it is
ahsolutely true,’

The Melbourne ¢ Advecale’ is righl when it says:
‘We are all pro-Beers now.” And in the front-rack
are some of the very journals that, in 1ibe wild days
of the war, ' poured out execrations without stint wpon
all those who sought to allay the blood-thirst ' which
they did their best to fosler.

With a little encouragement in {he shape of re-
duced eveise duty (says an Fnglish paper, whose fiscal
policy is freetrade), the cultivalion of tobacee in Ire-
land could be rarried on with great advantage o a
large soale. That has now becn clearly established,
The =eries of experiments carried ouwt doring
the last six years have proved that in at least six-
teen counties tobacco can be successfully cultivated.
The growing of the leaf has been tried on g com-
mercial secale in the County Meath, where twenty
acres were devoted to the crop, the barn and curing
operations having been crected by ihe Department of
Agriculture. The results are regarded as most satis-
factory. In ‘the opinion of Trish mamifacturers, for
color, texture, bodv anil size, the home-grown produet
compares favourably wiih tobacco of the same type
imported from America,.

Hancock’s “* BISMARK” LAGER BEER.
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