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LLABOUR IN POLITICS

>

DISCOURSE BY BISHOP DELANY

e ]

In view of the recent lively controtversy on the sab-
jecl in Anstralia—a controversy which had its etho in
New Zealand—the fcllowing able discowse  on ‘ Labor
in Palities” by the ¥oght Rev Dr Deleny, Coadputor
Bishop of tlobart, will be of interest o our rewdors.
The distoaise (whith  we bihe ftom the  Tasmaman
CMonitor 'y was recently debivered, by imvitation, to the
Zeehan hranch of 1he Worlkers' Political League. The
Right Rev. speaber raid'i—

Some months ago [ was Igtored with a communica-
tion from this branch ¢f  the Tasmanian Werlers' Politi-
cal League, comveying the request that T would addrens
you ea the subject of * Labor in Pelitics.” T al once
replied 1o your sceretary that I would do so I fell
that I could not well do less. The subject is well be-
fore the public of this and ihe sister States; 1t is
subjected 1o wide and carnest discussion ; it has become
a factor im our public Dhie, and under all these circum-
stances any citizen has ihe nght, if challenged, to seb
forth the conclusion at which he has arrived, povided
bhe does so wilh the maodesty which befils a hee man.

The inquiry, T tahke i, 1esolves ilsell into twg ques-
{ions : we ask omeelvee, in ihe first place, is it right
that the sons of 1oil should combine for political
action , next, we face 1he guery, whether the ams and
mathods of our actual Labor Party are righl and com-
mandable ?  T{ is far easier to gnswer the first of these
questions than 1o give a satisfactory reply to the second.
1 will do whal 1s more respeciful to you and to myself,
1 will give you, in all frankness, my individual  iews
for what they are woilh.

As to the clam ol those whe live by the sweat of
iheir brow to combine and organise with a view to in-
fluence legislatien, T confers T dg not percewve a shadow
of argument io mmvalidate that claim. Suppose we
iIned under a dificrent political form, under some idead
autoerqey, whose ruler was animated and guided by the
principles ol o.en-handed justice 1o cach and all | n
such a condition of ihings 1 should unliesilatimgly (on-
demn labor parties as nnnecessary and mischievous But
ihal i$ not our case. Our legislation does nol emanate
fiom the serene and benesolend heighis of unselfivh poli-
tical plhilosophy  We Jo pet leok Lo any one  supctior
inteiligence not to the combined wisdom of a welect few
1o fortmrlate fhe meostres which shall pass inba wovking
enas {ments Our  Lwa-cners are plaan, malter-of-fact,
wen, who do nel petend to draw their inspriation from
above, o all bl mvarially vield to the pressme  of
their pohitzeal cnoronment, that is, of cowrse, 1o the
wishes of their parliztueatary suppoiters.

PParhianueniary Government

is, etymologically, as well as m the langvage of cari-
cature, the governnient of the ' talkinz slop,” tut ihe
talh has become hilile more than pretence  The actual
work is dee to dirtation from without. | do not deny
1hat upon matiers which do nol sdversely conceln any
important section of 1oters decdisions are come lo in
virtue of their inherent reasonableness, and 1o some ex-
ient in consequence of arcminent in {heir support, bhut
for the rest—and Lhe rest embraces what is the most
important—it 15 soling power, not rheforic nor reacon-
ing, that decides the issue.  Now, n parlamentary as-
semblies, as we hnow  {wem lo-dav, veting power s in-
separable from paity strength. [t is, indeed, a curious
tesult in political evelution, this svsiem of pavty rule |
for it seems wesiially fated 1o involve Lhke pullie weal
in broils  and in  impediments lo ils orderlv progress.
Yet, rough and readv as il mav he, the results oblained
from its use ceem 1o gustify it as an acceplable politi-
cal form ; and i spite of complaints which ave neither
rare mor frivoloos, at is likely {o remain n foree through-
out.most of the civilised world for a long tine.

The chiaf dilficully  in working the party svstem
springs from 1he conslitution of the parties themselves,
In mo-t of the countries that have adopled parliamen-
fary government in imitation of IEngland, the parties as
yet remain Loo numerous and variable for <irong and
orderly parliamentary rule.  The reaclionaries are many
in all those caunities, and they are @issatisfied because
they inwardly distrust the efficacy and filness of  the
parliamentary system Tn  England, for a verv long
period, the system worked most effectively as a political
engine | so much so, indeed, that nearly all the leading
minds of Continental Fmrope yearned to sce it trans-
planted to their respective courntries.  Yel it was in
ithose davs that the voice of the British peonle had
comparatively little to do with the shaping of legista-
tion.

The Great Landed Interest

took and Leld the reins of power. A few great fami-
lies agreed to  difler, and divided the roting battalions
into two antagonisiic bodies of Whigs and Tories, reserv-
mg to lhenssclves and therr political cicatures the final
word on the allamportant guestion of what was to be-
come law., ‘The Iranchite was sery resiricted. The
voting was in the open.  The landlord hnew [vr whom
the vole was easl.  Hence, in the rural conslituencies
a1 1 the heroughs the owners of 1the ground were pel-
tectly sccute 1n iorecasting the clectoral 1-sue. IKven
bBintlant and colscicuiious men Ithe J<dinund Burke, and
in much {ater davs Mr. Gladstone, owed their entrance
fo the Ilouse of Commons, not to the intelligent dis-
crimnation of a comstituency, bult Lo the maslery of a
great landowner over his obedient volers. Yetl, unless
the reflected hght of history is decepiive, ithat bygone
system of pretended public opinion browght tlogether
parbameniary assemblies whose eloquence, power, and
political wisdom we may scarce hope Lo see revived. We
do not really expect to find Chathams or Burkes or
tiladstones in houses recruited through manheood sufi-
rage. If in the Tiouse of ('ommons the level of ability
and political wi'mlom was slow in sinhing, even after the
erval measures of clectoral ieform, that was due in no
smmall degree lo the teracity with which, in England,
vested cenires of power hold their own aiter legislation
has thearetically stripped them.  So late as thitty years
ago  the House of Commons had to reckon wilth lhe
UCaverndishes and  the C('eciis as well as with ihe press
and platform, and all the other agencies of popular in-
struction in publie life. Most probably tihe hold of
those great  houses upon 1be opinion of the country
would have continued all but unweakened had it aot bean
for the singular evolution of one overmastering mind.
Mr  Gladstone's  1lowering versonality, his surpassing
powers, bhis unigue moral fascination for the masses, and
the tireless énergy he threw into ihe task of inspiring
them with the hopes anl prospects of a people uplifted
and cnlightenad, and made happy in ineir homes, put it
in his power for a few years 1o measure swords as the
peonle’s champion witnh their hereditaly  nasters. The
ground ke won bar the people remains theirs and affords
footing for further advance. Since his disappearance
front the pohtical arena, the reacticnary forces of lan-
ded interest and egpital have dictated the law-making of
I'ngtand. The old so-called Laberal Party split up as soon
as oaogreatl measure of social qustice touched ihe guick,
Then ail those who had masqueraded as lovers of their
fellow-mran, bul, were m truth lovers only of the ocom-
fortg ol therr caste, cot awav from tiue-hearted liiber-
als, from the men who love 1o rezgarvd in man a brolher
hetore all thies elve o it Tateful hour Gladstone
woild ha ¢ triumphed otwre nore had e sons of 1oy
throughout Great Dintain been schooled and organised,
had they possessed the organisation which you arc work-
mg o extond and  perfec?t. You hnow how Gladstone
was compelled 4o rdahee, and how he did not shring
from declaring that it was necessary to look for  sup-
port in behall of weeasgures making for sodial justice,
not to the classes but Lo the measses  That maxim of
modern parligmentiary government was wiung  from g
most conscientious political expert. You might embla-
son 1V ujon your polilical hanner.

A moment's sumvey of history will show  you ils jus-
ti7caticn T hase mentioned one or two of the great
names that adorn the page of Knglish parliamentary his-
tory durning the [ifty or sixty yvears prior to the age of
reform We stl go te Burke and others of his time
for pohitical wisdom.  Yet, although those great  men
were Tiberals in the irue =sense of the term, what were
they able 1o 1p but enunciate sound maxims ? What
was the condition of the masses in their day ? What
die 1t contone to be, in spite of those brilliant page-
ants in parliamentary debate ?  Did not reform  come
from the prede awalenineg caused by the spectre of in-
surrechion ' Tiow lardily  and laboriously concessiop
cane after eoncession Lo mitigale 1he horrors of tihe
fartory avd {he mine Are we sure to-day that the
noblest elogiomee of fhe senate would have wrung those
elementary conceschons from the nolders of wealth, had
il not been reinforced by ihe harbarous methods of strike
and riot 7 Thev are barbarous methods, unworthy of
clvilised communities ; but {o my mind the effective
rhech to their recurrence is adequale representation of
ILaler on fhe floor of the Legistature. Let the clash
of inferesis meet lthere. Let its shock be dulled by
the Porce of debate  I.et Llhe common weal he spared
fhe risl s of ronflict antside,

When the franchice is hich vou may draw artificial
party lines, and that was what was done in England and
clsewhere under restricted representalion. But universal
suffrage inevitably leads to a demarcalion of parties
aline  the jine which  separates eapital from
Labor. In a civilised community you must
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