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LEOQO XL, Pope,

Current Topics

A Celibate Clergy

In antiquity (according to Max O'Rell) most men of
genius were bachelors—Homer, Plato, Virgil, lorace,
Hanmba!, Alexander she Cireat, and heaven hnows how
many more. ‘ Many gieat men,” says  the French
humorist, ¢ have aveiden matrimony. On the other
hand, butchers, bakers, and grocers have at all  times
been married.’” Ile might have added the Reformed
clergy to s hist.  Matrimony s, 10 fact, ihe commol
lot, and few of thew e.cape 1t And yet fiom dicers
points of the Reformed compass there conwe al various
times  demands for a celibate clergy  livie, for ia-
gtance, is ane of the reforms urped by Di. Needham
Cust 1n his * Missionary Methods 7 —

‘Lot no male misstonary marry 1ill he has had ten
years’ service in the field.  Encourage Br‘mhm'lmods: and
Histerhoods, as a  matter of admimstralive convenichee
and econoniy.’ .

Parl Blouwet, no deubf, spole the language of hyper-
bole when e said ihat it requires an ounce of courage
to gebt married and a ton of it o remain mariied. A
short time ago complaint wag made m a northern
Synod in New Zealand that <o many of the c'lglg}' per-
sisted in displaying that particular form of heroism. The
¢« Dutlook *  (Dunediny has the following editomal pro-
nouncement in ils Meihodist department in reference 1o
the recent Conference in Wellington :—

¢ The present (‘onference has aflorded quite a variety
of gymnastic exercices—that is, of a mental character.
The question was, What circuits are due to pronide for
married preachers  What a pity all preachers are nod
celibates ' Were 1hat so, then there should be an end
of all difficulty o far as qmtiot_lipg is concerned. Al
anyrate that scems to be the opinion of not a few men
and circuits.’

From America there comes a still more omphatic. ery
for a celibate Protestant clergy. Tt is voiced cditona.lly
by the ¢ Living Churen,’ g Protestant Idpiscopalian
organ —

‘ Disguise the fact as we may, the condilions which
confront us at the present time can only be success-
fully faced by men who are willing to enter the mlms_try
with a view toward probabhly remaining cclibate for life.
The thiovsand-doliar-and-a-house benefices are all filed,
and the rush of apoulicants for any vacancy causes
ghame to one whose ideals for the priesthood are high.

The men required to-day for the priesthood of

the American Church (Protesvant Fopiscopalian) are those
who covet the special blessing of our Lord: ‘* Every
one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters,
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands for
My name’s sake shall receive an bundred fold, and shall
inhkerit everlasting life.?’

Sometimes, no doubt, such appeals for a celibate clergy
are based on nothing higher than considerations of paro-
chial fingnoe.  But many of our scparated brethren are,
no doubt. from time to {ime stumdling across the
seventh chapler of S%. Paul's first cpisile to the Corin-
thians and reading aright ihe lessons that lie sp plain
upon s surface.  All th's is an cvil augury for {he
filthy lengues of {he unclean frauds and wposters who,
under the title of * ev-priests ' and * escaped nuns,’ seme-
times anfhict therr malodorous prescnce vpon our shores.

The Name Patrick

Artenmis Ward tells of a newspaper editor down in
Virginia City that forgot his own name. The coming of
St Patrick’s day has reminded us that Irish people out
of their own land too frequenily display a somewhat
stirar Japse of memory at lhe haptismal font. The
MNew Yorh ‘' Freeman ' bhas an editorial paragraph in
point which, we greatly fear, is equally applicable to
Australia and  New Zealand. ' Is the name Paftrick,’
says our gifted American contemparary, ! borne by
countless dedcendants of the ancient race ® In Ireland,
ves , bul descendants seems lo imply abroad, and to the
gLestion thus qualified we sav no. Wg onee heard a man
say that he never knew a Patrick bors m America, and
it was doublless true. It is, of course, true that there
are Patricks who were born in America, but they are
so scarce and scaliared that it is gquite possible for the
ordinary man never to have met one. We put St
IPatridk’s name upon our churches, but not upon our
sond. The reagon everyone knows. The great fighting
Celt has a weakness down bis spine, and although he
stood up with his vike or his bhare fist before the Sas-
senach artillery, he quailed before Sassenach jeers and
laughter. Some of ibe first immigranls who were heirg
of the CGaclic civilisation never felt the necessily of
altuning their lives or their family names to the ear of
the Sassemach, and conferied the name upon their chil-
dren, hut not so the later ones, who came under the
influence of the great fall. Many who got the name at
Baptism ceased to use it when they became old engugh
io be afiected by the preat denatiomalising wave. We
have heard mothers say they would not dare to put the
name Patrick upon ihcir children and send them to an
American school. Tet us face the facts, no matter how
unpleasant, or- we shall never remedy them.’
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