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ABORIGINES OF WEST AUSTRALIA

SHOCKING DISCLOSURES

At various times duying recent, years the Right Rev.
Dr. Gibney, Bishop of Perth, gnd others have diawn  at-
tention 1o the ghocking manner in which the aborigines
of Western Austraba were trealod boll by many of the
white settlers add the police authorities. Public opin-
ien at last bozame aroused, and the Goiernment  was
forced to appoint a Commissioner to inquue mto  {he
administration of the Aborigines Department, and .-
employment and treaiment of aborigimes and half-cgaeies,
Dr. Roth, the Commissioner, owing Lo the linnted tiny
al lus disposal, had not heen able Lo make lus  mguir-
ies as complele as he would wish, but  sufficient e 1-
dence had been placed before him to show that the pa-
tinnes are shoclhingly tieated by the wvohee authorities,
and  unserupulous Muropeans.  * The arrest of naliyes
and their »ubsequent {licatment on charges of cattle-
hilling (says the Commissioner) may be detatded as fol-
lows —

When statling oul on such an expedition the con-
stable takes a vazlable auwunt of provisions, private
and  Govermment horses, and a <erlain number of
chains. DBoth he and his black-ltachers, a8 wany  as
five of them, are armed with Winchester rifles. A
warrant 15 taken out in fhe Grst place, f  informa-
tion s laid against cerlain aborigines, but when the
police gojout on patrol, and 1he offence is roportied,
ihe offenders ate tracked amd arrested without ware
rant. Very often lhere is no proper informalion laid,
m that 1t is verbal ; when already out on palrol
there may be no information at ali. Blacks may he
arrested without 1nsinuetions, aulhority, or information
received from the pastoralist whose cattle are alleged
to have been killed , the pastoralist may even ohject to
such measures having heen laken

Neck Chains.

Not knowing bheforehand how miany hlacks he is go-
ing o arrest, the policeman only takes <¢hains suffi-
cient. for about fifleen natives ; if a larse number are
reported guilty, he will  tale chains to leold aboutl
twenily-five to thirty. Chaing in the northern, not m
the southern, portion of this Stlate are  fixed to 1he
necks instead of to the wrisks of natise priconers

Children of from fourieen 1o sixteen years of ape
are neck-chained. There are no regulations as to e
size, weight, mode of altachment, or length of chain
conmecting the neeks of any (wo prisoners  When the pris-
oner 15 alome, 1he chain is altached to his neck  and
hands, and woeunl round his body ; the weight pre-
vants um rumung away <o eacsily.  According {o ihe
evidence of the Comoiissioner of Police, whan there i
more 1lhan one aborngimal concerned, the attachment of
the chain would he 1o the saddle ol the mounted po-
fice officer, but only when absolulely necessary @ soeh
an avckdent as & natbhve nech<hained to a holfing bor.e
has not yel happened (o his hnowledge  The mode of
altachment of ihe chain arovmd the neck s effecicd
with handeofls and splhit boks |, the latter bought  priv-
aiely, i.e, at 1he expense  of the arresting constable
from a firm in Perth, and @doubtedly with the hnow-
ledge of ihe Police Commissioner. The grave dangers
attendant on the use of thewe iron sphi-links, and the
difficulty of opening them in case of urpency or accei-
dent are pointed out. The fact of the conneciing
chain heing 1oo short 1s also ©dangerous, because if a
prisoner fell, he would be bound 1o drag down 1the
prisomer on  either side of him; yet 1he Wyndham
gaoler has noticed the leagth of the chala joining two
natives’ nechs to he 21in. tlhe crueity of which he e
marked upon Lo the escoriing  police. As far as onc
witness can find out from the pelice and natives Lhe
chains are ncver falen off when crossing rivers and
crecks, In addHion to the meckchaing ihe prisoner
may he further secured with cuffs on bhis wrists (as
your Commissiower has seen in the pholographs of ocon-
stables escorlmng chain-ganes), or on his ankles  Ap-
parently  unlnown to the C‘ommissioner of polien,
chains are used f{or female natives, not only at night,
but sometimes during $he dav. These women ate the
unwilling witnes<es arrested illegally for the Crown.

Police Profits.

The larger the mumber of prisoners and wilnesses, the
hetler peduniarilv for the pelice, who reccived from 13
64d 1o 25 5d daily per head, or, as it iz called in the
north-western svernacular ‘ per knob.”” Itxamples of the
total amounts which certain of these constables, ete,
have individnally received are as follows J. A, Cal-
dow, £25% s 92. since Jannary, 190 ; J. Wilson,
£162 25 Td between DBMarch, 1903, and October,
1803, and July, 1904, J. Inglis, £29 17s 1d

in Oclober, 1962, and £165 16s between April, 1903,
antd May, 1901, Iv, w. Richardson, £1321 ys %1 between
Octelor and December, 1903 5 J, ©, Thompson, £300 19y
1d belween Blarch, 1901, and May, 1904, with £33 95 54
since then ; W. Goodridge, £138 1ds 8¢ since April,
1803, J. O’Brien, £138 5s 9d belween November, 1901,
and August, 18902 A. 11, Buelland, £215 12s 6d since
March, 18049, M. Mulkerin, £335 &s since November,
1901, J. ' Sublivan, £230 1s up to Seplember, 1961,
Cme ot these redplents alleges  Lhal such moneys are
pald inte ihe mess fund al the staliom, so that the
profits are andirectly shared by otner police officels,
_The nyimiber of ahorigines brought n being ihe great de-
rideratum, each having a money value 1o the escort-
g officer. il is not surprising to find that lLittle
boys of immature age have been brought in to give
evidence, that children, varying in age belween ten and
fixteen, are charged with  lalling cattle, that blacks
do not realise what they are sentented for, 1ihat an
old ard feeble native arrives  at the end of his jour-
ney m a state of collapse and dies cighteen days
after admission info gaol. 1L iy only fair to state
with regard to the cattle-kiling children jusi referred Lo,
swome of whom wore found neck-chained in the Roe
bourne Gael, that, as soon as the attention of the Bx-
ccutive was drawn to them by your Commissioner
they were released. Besides belng hali-starved blacks
are ‘ bamunered ’ on the way  down. Any detentions
on the journey in wih the prigoners, or out wilty the
wilnesses, are also encouraged by 1his system of capi-
tation fees.

At present there is notlliing to prevent the constable
arresting as manv blacks as he chooses, while 1ihere
15 no limit te {the nmumber of wilnesses he is allowed
to bring in with him. With a view to avowedly jus-
tifying their action in bringing these large batches of
prisoners into court—as many as ten or fourteen at 4
lime—the police necessarily tahe care to make absoluie-
Iy sure of a comviction,

To Secuye a Comiction

the accused are accordingly made to plead guilty—at
the musvle of the wifle, if need be. AL Uhig your
Commissoner is not at all surprised, considering his
firm  comviction im the truth of a statement made him
by a natue lately released from gaol, where he bhad
served & sentence for cattle-killing, to the effect one of
the batch of prisiners originally arrested with him was
shot by the escorting constable in the forehead, the
victin i goestion being very wich at the time. Ow-
ing to the informant’s lack of proper pronunciation,
vorr Comimmtesioner  infortinalely  cannot  absolutely
fdentity e murderer’s mame, though e has  report-
ed  the matter (o the proper authorities. Wilh regard
to the voung women wilneswes, ther prostiiution by the
escortivg police, the traclkers, and <hochmen, ete, who
have aidad i hunting them down, has already been
referred Lo, partly for Abis reaton and parlly to gain
therr acguiescence in the :ub-cquent court proceedings,
their treatment on the way down, as compared with
the men. 13 iempered with, perhaps, a little more
merey in the way of Aucler and comparatlive {reedom.
Thotph these women are allegedly as guilly as  the
men, one constable states {bal he s acting under in-
structions in not arreshing thetn ; on the other hand
they are chained ot olherwise prevented getling away;
they are practically ashed to turn informers: they

Are hever Caolioned

in the proper sense of the term when giving evidence
against theiwr hushbands and {hus do noi, in the slight-~
est degree, roalise the harm they may be doing. The
excuse nyade  for bringing in these women at all is that
the convlable can gel no olher nalive evidence, or
that * the grown.up wen are  Lhose that Wil the bul-
lock 7 there  are no  young btoys in the tribes,
the squatiers hpve them  all’ The arcused male
piizoners still less utderstind their position.  On their
arrest, which may be belore any evidence detrimental
to 1hem had been received, they are ashed (apparent-
ly  without being caulinned) whether they have killed a
neast 1 tkey do  mot, at  the tiwme, thoroughly un-
derstantl what the charge 1, Ft might a few
hours later, evidently after the ging’ evidence had becn
suborned.  The police tracler is the medinvm of com-
munication, occasionally has to coemverse through a sers
ond interpreter, and camns with prisoners and witnesses
before ibe case is brought  inlo court. No wiinesses
are ever brought in for {he deferce.  Furthermore, the
pastoralist or slation manager does not prosecute ; he
is generally very busv; 1t is a nwalter of domestic
economy—he would be only too pleased to prosecute if
he could do so with a minimum  of personal fmcon-
venience. It is quile intelligible that such an individ-
al’s personal convenience should be thus respected ; tha
liability of the accused to a scntence of three years'
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