
March 12, Sunday.— First Sunday in Lent
� 13, Monday.— St. Ita, Virgin.
� 14, Tuesday, St. Cataldus, Bishop and Confes-sor.
� 15, Wednesday.— Ember Day. St. Zachary, Pope

and Confesiui.„ 16, Thursday.— St. Gregory the Great, Pope,Confessor, and Doctor„ 17, Fiiday— Ember Day. St. Patrick, Bishop
and Confessor.„ 18, Saturday.— Ember Day. St. Gabriel, Arch-
angel.

Mr. M. ORiordan has been elected Mayor of Alex-
andria for tlhe third' year.

The Very Rev. Father M. O' Sullivan, the popular
administrator of the Goulbuin Cathedra', leaves withina few days for a holiday in Ireland.

The population of the Commonwealth is estimated
at 3,055,0C3. The icsult of the estimate will be, it i,
said, to giKe New South Wales one more representsti.e
in the Federal Hoase, and to reduce Victoria's represen-
tation by one.

Superintendent Farrell, of the Tasmanian Police De-
partment, nephew of Viscount Gormanston, a former
Tasmarian Governor, has lesigned his appointment, pre-
paratory to leaving for England, where he has inheritedsome important estates. He is a cousin of the piesant
Governor, Sir Gerald Strickland.

Sir J,ohn Forrest (says the
'

Freeman's Journal ')
is of opinion that we are over-governed, aji'd that '

theburden at 700 legislators was too much for a commun-
ity of less than 5,000,000 people to carry,,and pointed
oMt that much of the wonV, which they wee pai-l
about £200,000 a year to perform, dimply had th" effe-t
of embarrassing the energies of the peoile.' Yet the
people seem fond of it. Why, Sydney alone, a city of
only 500,1000 inhabitants, nas nearly 600 aldenr.cn trying
to govern it in some 50 tin-pot boroughs.

The Rev. Father .J. Sharkey, who has been stationed
at Tumut for some time past a*> assistant to the Very
Rev. Father J. O'Dwyer, P.P., v/as recently transferred
to Gundagai as curate to the Rev. FatherDonovan, P P.
The news of his removal was received with extremeic-
gret. lie was fatewellcd in the various parts of the
parish, arid the people by their testimony showed the
high regard in which he was held. lie was preprinted
with a purse of sovereigns and an address at Tumut,
and the children of the convent school banded him a
gentleman's outfit and an address.

St. Pallick's Cathedral, Melbourne, was covvded on
Sunday evening, February 19, when the oiatorio, '

Im-
maiula'ta,' was leprodueed by 400 pupils of the Sisters
of C(harily, with orchestral accompaniment, as a com-
plimient to Dean Pliclan, who was to leave in a few
days on a trip to Europe. The oratorio was rendered
with fine eFevt, and Dean Phrlan complimented all tJioM;
who took part on the quality of the music anil ringing.
It was gratifying that the work produced that right
was not only I,he product of Aus-t v.lians, bit was is-'ng
by Australia's daughteis

Mrs I'!i a Maty Veibrugge, of Pott MelbiHTi c,
widnv, v.ho died on Jrnuarv 11, under a will dhted
October ?7, U!()0, left estate valued for proiimte at
£2250, mcli dint: lealty £2^2(5, and rer.so^.liv £21 All
the lectures and other ormaments <-he left

'
to be ploccd

amon,g the article--, for sale at t.he first ba7aar in aid of
St. Joseph's Catholic school, Port Melbourne,' and the
proceeds of furniture to be given to St Vincent de
Paul's Ornhanja'oo After several bequests to friclrd-,
and providing for the repair of the family grave and
Masses for t<he repose of her stoul, she leaves prorer-
ies to St Joseph's Church, Port Melbourne, and the
residue of the elstate equally between the Little Pi lers
of the Poor and Sisters of St. Joseph.

The Very Rev. Dean Phelan was given an enthu.'i,i<--
tic send-off at the Cathedral Hall (writes a Melbourne
correspondent), vvlon fomc 2000 persons, voing rnlfM.
crowded the fine buiMing Since his arrival in Mel-
bourne lfi ve<irs ago Dean Pheljm has been attached to
about halfv-.n-doven parishes in and aiourd Melbourne,
and the g,]theri'n<', that nicht v.-.as largely lepresertative
of them nil For the rast fVe years he has been Dear,
of the Cathedral, and the ypeches of the night were
for the me-st rmit culoci^tic of the work he has rime
tih'Pre Mr D SL*liery, as chairman of tihp committee
vl'-iich orgpr-s^fi movement presented the Dean with
an i'l'impnaied pddres^- a.nd a frameil nhot-oci anh. On
behalf of the Catholic Yovn? Men's So'ietv, with v/Jii -h
Dran Phelan has been actively associated for many years,
the president, Mr. R. A. Warmina, presented an illumin-
ated address. The Hon. N Fit'/srerald, K.R.Pr ,ML P.,
also spake. Dean Phelan, "who was riven a very ro-rdUl
reception, acknowledged the snirit which prompted such
a splendid gathering- and kindly expression of goodwill.
A musical programme of a very entertaining character
was ciyen.ven. The general arrangements were car.ried out
by Mr. J. P. Rrennan, 8.L., hon. secretary. Many
clerical amid lav friends Rtoid good-bye to the Dean on
board the

'
Mongolia

'
at PortMelbourne.

St. Ita, Virgin.
St. Ita is the patroness of Limerick, Ireland. Shewas born of a princely family in the sixth century inthe territory of Deasy, which is comprised in the pre-sent county of Waterford. From an early age she con-secrated her life to God, and founded a convert in theterritory of Hy-Counaill. She passed to hex rewardon January 15, 570.

St. Cataldus, Bishop and Confessor.
St. Cataldus, the second apostle and patron saintof Tarianto, was horn in Ireland alout the year 615,and wliilst a youth was sent to study at the gre.it

monastic school of Lismore. Whilst returning from apilgrimage to Jerusalem, in which he was accompanied
by some of his disciples, the vessel was wrecked in the(Julf of Taranto, not far fiom the city of that name.When the liish bi^iop saw Ihis beautiful city given overto r leisure fni vice lis spirit was moved within him,and in burning language he implored the inhabitants toreturn to tihe service of God, Whom they had forgot-
ten Ithappened at this time that there was no bishop
in the city, so the Tarcntines besought Cataldus to re-
main with them, to which request he reluctantly acceded.The saint succeeded in bringing hack the inhabitants to
the sen ice cf God, and Taranto became a Christian city
in reality as well as in name. St. Cataldus died to-wards tlhe clo<* of K\e seventh century, and Ms
remains were buried in a m,arl.le tomb, which up to thisday is preserved in the sacristy of the Catjhedral of
Taranto.

St. Zachary, Pope and Confessor.
St Za'hiry, who was Pope from 741 to 752, was

bo'n in Syria. He was a canon regular, Benedictine,
successor of Gregory 111., became the umpire of priiices
aid sovereigns, succeeded in conciliating the Tombanls,a<\d saved the Roman Duchy fiom their further inva-
sions.

Si. Gregory the Great.
St Gregory 1., sinnamed the Great, was born atRome in 510. The pontificate of this Pope (s^o-604)

pioseiits one of the most imposing features in the his-tory of the Church. He adopted the title, 'servus ser-vorum,' whi'-'h his .successors have retained. Though a
member of a wealthy family, Gregory, following the
fall of God, cftxhangod his costly vesture for the habit
of St Benedict, and relinquished his palace for a clois-
ter. As Pc^e he v/as incessantly active in promoting
In-* con\ersion of the heathen and the welfare of the
oppressed ij eopje of Italy. He labored for the strict
observance of the laws of the Church, for the celebra-
tion of religious services in a wort,hy manner; and,
notwithstanding the delicacy of his health and his
manifold oceirrfllions, he fouird time to ccnd.net per-

the instruction in choral chant, of whicjh he is
the author, and to leave to posterity valuable writings
in vhi h the (lassie literature, the prof/nvnd reli-
gious ?ensilii' eeiess, the learning and the practical sense
of their aut.h.or are beautifully depicted.

St. Patrick, Bishop and Confessor.
The nationality of St. Patrick is much disputed,

son->c naming France, others Scotland, as the place of
his birth When but sixteen years of age he was carried
caMre into Irel?*i^, where he remained for six years,
thi's by a remarl-able disposition of Divine Providence
becoming accju/ainted with the language and customs of
the.people whom he was afterwards to evangelise. Having
escaped from captivity his one desire was to return toIreland, bringing with him tihe blessings of the true
Faith to its r&gan inhabitants. The desired mission was
coirvrirtel to him by Pope St. Celestine about 432. His
labors were crowned wit>h complete succests. St. Ptet/rick
died about 464, and was buried in Pownpatrick.
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