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of sociely scek.' Iu these countries and in America
the situation is aggravated by the purcly, secular edaca-
tion under which the great majority of the children of
mixed marriages are dragged up. .Just over three years
ago the ageuts of the (Protestant) Young Men's Chris-
tian Associalion in 1lhe United States, actling i co-
operalion wilh the Federal Census Burean, collected
statistics on the subject under consideration. They
were sUmMmarised 1n ¢ Assockation Men,’ the organ of the
Young Men's Christian Assacialion Tiere iz an extract
from the summary which tells its own t{ale (the capi-
tals are ours) .— '

“ In familics where the falher and mether belong to
{he same Church, 78 per cent. of the young mem arc
Church members. In families where the father and
mother are Church members, bhut do nol belong to the
same Church, only 55 per cent, of the young men are
Church membens. In families where bul one of the
parents is a Church member, only 50 per cent. of the
young men are members of Churches. Where the father
and mother are both Catholics, only 8 PER CENT. of
the young men are not Church members., Where the
father and mother are hoth Protestants, 32 per cent of
the yonmg men are not Church members. Whare one of
the parenls is a Calholic and the oilier a Protestant,
66 per cenl. of the young 4nen do not belong 1o a
Churchi. Where the paremnts are members of Protesiant
Churches, but do not beleng to the same Church, 50 per
cent. of the young men of tnese famiiies are not Church
members, Where one of the parents is a Catholic, 41
per cent, of the young 1wen de not belong to Church,
Where one of the pareuts is a Protestant, 51 per «<ent.
do not belong {0 Church.’

Our young men amd women would do well to eul out
these extracts and paste them, the former in  their
hats, the latler on their mirrors. And when they con-
template a mixed marriage, let them, like Lhe cautious
young Parisian, secek oul some © aged and expericheed !
person who wul - dissuade them from tlahing the fatal
step.’

Biography of a Lie

We have not an abiding faith cit¥er in the journal-
ism thal 1s vellow or in the journalism that is * true
Llee.!  With both truth is at as great a discount U1S
were Cuban howds in 1897 DBut the lowest depths  of
journalistic  dishonor is, perhaps, touched by certain
tattertlemahion po-Popery * religious ' argans ihat cater
for a certain tasfe in the monstrous and the impos-
sible  One of these shameless sheels is the * Christian
Herald '—which is controlled by an individual ycleped
‘ Prophet Basxter,” who from time to time announces io
e sarcastic public the urgent imminence ci the crack
o' doom. Some time gago, in pursuil of its customary
no.Popery policy, the ' Christian Ilerald’ published the
following wild and gruesome tale for the henefit of the
marines among its subscribers :—

* A gentleman travelling in South America visiled a
cathedral in the ctty in which he was siaying, and be-
came engrossed in copying some carving in a corner of
the edifice. The hour for closing passed, and when he
made for the foor he found 1t barred for the night.
Making the best of his predicament, he by and bye lay
down to sleep. During the night he was aroused by the
opening of a rloor behind the high altar, and saw tw,
priests drag the gagged ard bound formn of a nun {0 a
spot where they raised a stone ; then they lossed 1he
nurn into what was evidently a vault helow, and then,
closing the {ram, they went away. Next morning he
went and told tne British Consul of the occurrence.
The Consul szid he could do nothing, apd advised him,
if he valued his life, to lease the place at once.’

The pious romancer who invented this Rawhead-and-
bloody-hiowes stiory followed the usual custom of such
gentry in suppressing names of persons and places and
all other details that would facilitale investigation and
exposure. The * Christian Herald ' went one step far-
ther in the vile business : it published a picture show-
ing the two amonymous monks of this fairy-tale from a
far-off lamd throwing the roped-up body of the anony-
mous nun into the vault of the anonymous cathedral.

The Edinburgh ‘ Catholic Herald ' {han came upon
the scene. Our valued Scottish contemporary has ren-
dered merilerious serivice to The cause of truth and de-
cency by the admirable persistence with which it exXposcs
no-Popery freaks and ' fakes ' and frauds and bestrews
the path of the calumniator with nails and thorns and
bro'en glass. Il characterised the stery as * a disgrace-
ful and gross inveniion, printed for ihe purpose of sell-
ing thal gulte. publication,’ the * Chiistian Ierald. It
defied ‘ Prophet ' Baxter and his cclleagues to name the
town where that ‘ creepy ' incident is alleged to have
occurred, the persen who is stated to have witnessed
1%, or the name of the British Consul referred to in
the story. *‘We are prepaled,’ said the * Catholic
iTerald,” * to deposit a sum of £1008 in the hands of any
reputable person, to be paid over vn any charitable ob-
ject we may name, il any evidence can be produced by
the '* Christian Herald ” ot ils p-oprielary to prove
{heir story.’

L

This applicaticn  of the journalistic horsewhip
brought the ¢ Christian Herald ’ so far to ihe right-
about that it, in effect, owned up to having not st much
as a surap of fact or o rag of evidence in support of the
story which it haf sent upon 1ls evil rounds, ¢ Qur
paragraph,’ it pleaded, ‘ was quoted from a circumstan-
tial article in the ** P’rotestant Woman,” stated to be
on unimpeachable authority.,” So far good. The lie
was being traced upwards. The remainder of {he bio-
graphy of the slander was told in the first January
icsue of London ' Truth,” It ruus as follows \—

‘In  March last a paper called *° The P-otestant
Woman,"’ the organ of the Women's Pratestant Union,
pubhished a sensational article under the heading, ** The
True Story of a Nun.” A penileman whose wife was
a subscriber to the paper happened {o read the story,
and deeming it incredible, he wrote to the secretary of
the Union gshing whether {here was gny evidence of its
authenlicity. This led to a correspondence which only
terminated a week or Lwo ago, and which has now heep
sent to me for nolwe. At first the ingquirer was told,
on the awthority ol the author of the sto v, that ‘it
could be fully substantiated if necdful,”” bmt that the in-
cudent 16 related ¢ occurred some while ago '’ in South
Anierica.  Maore precise detalls as to the date and place
were requesled, and the secretary  replied that the
author of the story bhad asied her informant for the-e
partiftlars.  Np such particulars were ever forthcomine,
aml it was firplly admitled thal the lady who wrote
the article in ' The Protesteant Woman '’ heard the story
from a Presbyterion mimster, who heard it from “Ysome
people,” who in their {u'n lieard At from [riemds  of
the man wno  witmessed the deed 20" This eyewitness
could not be traced, and il was exvlaiped that his
friends would be exceedingly unhikely to give any details,
lest they should *f embarrass thewr relations ' wilh
their Riooman Catholic neighhors. In fairmess  to  the
Presbylerian mimisler, it shovld Le added that he sayvs
that when he told the story *f guite casuallv ' he men-
tioned that he had no guarantec of its truth.

‘ Such was the genesis of ' The True Slory of a
Nun " wiih which the members of the Women's Protes-
{amt Union were regaled. Mosl of them probably swal-
lowed 1t as gonspel, being ready to believe any @il of
Roman Catholics. Iven when he was being interroga.
ied as to the evidence in support cf the story, the secre-
fary of the Union urged that il chould be rememhervd
amvl passed on *° as a glaring instance of Rome's inhum-
anity and cruelty T seemss to me that the affair
rather deseries to he passed on as a glaring  instan-e
of the credulity and vncharibableress of the Protestant
bigets who cincutated {his coch-and-bull sbory.’

‘ The whaole thing,” says the * Cathelic Tlerald,’ ¢ is
a lovely sample of the methbods of 1he no-Popery press.
Somdnl:le tells romeone else somelhirg, and then somecne
¢fse prints it in the ** Prolestant Woman ', the "*Cbris-
tian Herald ** grabs at the thing, sels it forih as fach,
anfl to give the lie the semblance of truth, invents and
privts a lurid picture which readers would no doubt
swallow aw being the very delinealion of a ghastly
deed. . . The facts set forth prove that the anti-
Catholic newspapers of Great Britain recklessty print
any lie that comes their way, sell it for fruth, and
take o heed of the consequences. That is a discredit-
able and disgraceful practice.’

Ankd go say all of us.
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